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. . . for your sunset years- 


A Christian Life care residence 


in the Golden West! 


Located in the sunlit Samarkand Hills overlooking the blue waters of the Pacific 
in beautiful smog-free Santa Barbara is California’s newest life care residence 
for Christian men and women . . . “The Samarkand” and here indeed 
is found the golden fulfillment of dreams, in the golden Pacific sunset—a dream 





home for men and women in the golden sunset years of life! 


Komoarkand 


For Christians, the Persian word “Samarkand” truly means “heart's desire.” 
Beautiful buildings and grounds, palatial rooms and suites, completely modern 
in every respect, delightfully appointed for the comfort and happiness of 
Christian men and women from all parts of the nation whose dreams will 
come true in the superb hospitality and Christian environment of “The Samarkand.” 


COMPLETE LIFE CARE! 


You receive LIFETIME SECURITY . . 


. three substantial meals daily . 


. your own furnished home 
laundry . . . nursing care 


. . medical service and hospitalization if needed . . . for the 
DURATION OF YOUR LIFE and within the average budget. 
“Samarkand” is available only to ambulatory men and women of 
good Christian character, culture and refinement. 


Daily chapel services; Christian films . . 
classes . . . Sunday evening vesper services . . 
series . . . enjoyable hobby shops .. . 
. pleasant trips . . 


library facilities . . 


A CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENT! 


. sacred concerts . . . Bible 
. inspiring lecture 
individual counselling . . . 
. transportation downtown. 


SPONSORS & ADVISORS 


Otis Birch, prominent Christian leader and 
president, Birch Oil Corp., president of ‘““The 
Samarkand of Santa Barbara’; Dr. Charles 
Fuller (director of the Gospel Broadcasting 
Association which sponsors the “Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour’), chairman of “The 
Samarkand Advisory Board”; Robert G. Le- 
Tourneau, internationally famous Christian 
layman, philanthropist and formerly head 
of one of the world’s largest industries for 
the manufacture of earth-moving machinery; 
Dr. Clyde Narramore, consultant in educa- 
tion and _ psychology, office of the Los 
Angeles county superintendent of schools, 
author, nationally known Bible conference 
speaker; Dr. Henrietta Mears, director of 
religious education, Hollywood First Presby- 


WRITE TODAY FOR YOUR FREE DESCRIPTIVE BOOKLET 


terian Church, founder of Forest Home Con- 
ference grounds; Dr. V. Raymond Edman, 
president of Wheaton College, Wheaton, III.; 
Jack . Wyrtzen, internationally-known New 
York City Christian leader; Leon Sullivan, 
Philadelphia investment banker, Christian 
layman; Dr. Roger Voskuyl, president, West- 
mont College, Santa Barbara, Calif.; Dr. 
Charles J. Woodbridge, distinguished edu- 
cator, author, lecturer; Dr. J. Oswald Smith, 
nationally famous Toronto, Canada clergy- 
man; Lionel V. Mayell, prominent Pasadena, 
Calif. Christian business man. Robert Taylor, 
Los Angeles attorney, Miss Rose Baessler, 
Pasadena educator, Harry Heron and Wil- 
liam Alexander, Santa Barbara business ex- 
ecutives and Cecil Kettle, Phoenix builder. 
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CONDITIONS UNDER SOCIAL WELFARE 


By Missionaries Georgia and Emanuel Papadopoulos 


Someone told us that our ministry was badly needed 
in the Institute of Social Welfare, and immediately we 
thought of a grand new building where suffering ones 
were efficiently taken care of. What was our surprise 


to find a dirty, tumble-down place, foul-smelling and. 


altogether uninviting. As we looked about at the in- 
mates, we knew this was going to be one of the most 
pathetic experiences of our ministry. The walls of the 
little rooms and wards were black, the floor sagging 
and full of holes, and we were told that beneath the 
floor was the kingdom of mice and rats. 


As we talked to the inmates they told us that they 
get very little to eat. Meat is a treat reserved for 
Christmas and Easter. Most of the thirty-six men and 
women living here are unable to work because of var- 
ious ailments. Some are complete invalids, some have 
only one eye, and all are obviously victims of malnu- 
trition. They have no heat in the winter at all, nor 
enough covers to keep them warm at night. Their faces 
are bitter, and who can blame them? They are not 
living like humans, but like animals. 


In the dingy little office, the nurse in charge de- 
scribed in the most tragic words the plight of these 
outcasts of life. In order to supplement their diet they 
must go out begging. As we were talking, a blind girl 
of twenty-four and her mother came in from making 
their rounds. What a mixture of compassion and re- 
vulsion filled our hearts! They were covered with rags 
and indescribably dirty. (As one man later told us, 
“Even if we had soap, many of us could not wash be- 
cause we are helpless.”) The daughter said, ““The doc- 
tors tell me I can regain my sight through surgery, but 
where shall I find the money for it?” For an hour we 
comforted them and spoke to them of the salvation 
that is to be found in Christ, pointing out the mercy 
of God and asking them to trust in Him. 


Then they led us to a “garden,” a forsaken piece of 
land with broken-down benches, where the people 
gathered round to listen as we preached God’s Word. 
Social outcasts, without health or human dignity, they 
were incredulous that anyone should be concerned 
about them. “No one ever cares for us here,” they all 
said with one voice. “No one ever comes to this for- 
saken place or even dreams that there are those living 
here who are the special creation of God, yet who lack 
everything.” Then with a sigh of relief they continued, 
“Thank you so much for coming. How wonderful to 
have someone tell us that God loves us. We have 
thought for so.long that no one ever cared.” 


As we went inside, one inmate confided to us, 
“When I was born they threw me on the steps of a 
house and from there I went to the State Babies’ 
Home. I was raised in an orphanage, from which I es- 
caped as soon as possible. After many wanderings I 
found myself in Egypt, where I worked hard and was 
able to make a little money. However, I was a prodi- 
gal and wasted all that I had. I returned to Greece 
and shined shoes for a living. Because I had nowhere 
to stay, I came here, where I am now living among 
these human derelicts. I have been through much 





suffering. But from what I have heard you say today, 
I am discovering that there is another side of life 
which I have completely ignored. Now I realize that 
my life has been worthless because I did not know 
Christ. A great happiness has dawned in my soul, and 
I have decided to live by the spiritual truths which 
none of us has ever known.” 


Another man told us, “For ten solid years I worked |. 
very hard in America and made quite a bit of money. 
I came to Greece to live, but fell among bad compdn- 
ions and began to indulge in all kinds of sin, with the 
result that I became a complete physical and spiritual 
wreck and have ended as you now see me. How sorry 
I am for my past sinful life. I shall try to find the 
peace of heart which the Gospel of Christ gives. I be- 
lieve that the God of love will forgive me for all the 
past.” 


Many others opened their hearts to us. “I am so 
glad to learn that just by reading the New Testament 
you have given me, I can come to know Christ as my 
Saviour,” said one in parting. 


In many ways this was a most unpleasant visit, yet 
by God’s grace we hope to return here often, for these 
men and women are souls for whom Christ died and it 
is our imperative duty to reach them with the Gospel. 


Note: Up till now, nobody has cared about their 
plight. Since learning of their existence, however, 
these two intrepid missionaries of the American Mis- 
sion to Greeks have had them upon their hearts con- 
stantly. Will you add your name to the number who 
“care” what happens to these wrecks of humanity? 
Will you care enough to provide Georgia and Eman- 
uel with Bibles to point them to the Way of Life? (A 
Greek Bible or 5 New Testaments cost a dollar.) Will 
you show your love by providing food for them at 
this Christmas season? ($5 buys locally 40 lbs. of nour- 
ishing food.) Will you help to clothe the naked, as 
Christ commanded? ($100 will provide for shipping 
two huge crates of clothing to this institution. It 
would be wonderful to provide two warm woolen 
blankets apiece to each of these 36 inmates, at a cost 
of $3 a blanket.) All this can be done through the 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros Zod- 
hiates, General Secretary, Dept. E, P. O. Box 423, 
New York 36, N. Y. Our Canadian friends should 
write to 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ontario. Gladden 
the hearts of these poor, sick and lonely ones at this 
Christmas season, and know a little more of the real 
meaning of the holiday in your own experience. 


Film on Greece Available 


A beautiful 30-minute 16 mm. color sound film on 
Greece has been prepared by the American Mission to 
Greeks and may be obtained for showings from the 
offices of the Mission on a free-will offering basis. You 
will see life in Greece and the power of the Gospel in 
the hearts of the Greeks. Someone who showed the 
film recently said: “This is the most beautiful and in- 
formative missionary film I have ever seen.” It is pro- 
fessionally produced. Write today for a booking. 
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ROME AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Sirs: 

Your editorial “Rome and the Public 
Schools” in Window on the World 
(Ererniry, October, 1955, p. 16) advocates 
“a system that would make it impossible 
for any member of a group that has pa- 
rochial schools to be elected to any board 
of education in any city. That would mean 
that no Lutheran could be elected to the 
school board of any community that has a 
Lutheran school and that no Roman Cath- 
olic could be elected to a school board in 
a community where there is a Roman 
parochial school.” 

At no point does your editorial suggest 
that Lutherans have engaged in pressures, 
with which you charge the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, “against adequate school tax- 
ation” for public schools. It seems, there- 
fore, that you are attempting to justify 
your un-American proposal by throwing 
about it the cloak of a dubious impartial- 
ity. 

Dr. John W. Behnken, president of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, which 
maintains the largest Christian elementary 
school system in American Protestantism, 
has repeatedly urged members of the 
church to take an active interest in public 
education, with a view to helping it fulfill 
its assigned function in American life. He 
has specifically stated that Lutherans re- 
gard it as an obligation to pay taxes for 
public education willingly, and not out of 
compulsion. 

The unfairness of your suggestion is un- 
derscored by the fact that not all Lutheran 
congregations maintain Lutheran elemen- 
tary schools, nor do all parents who are 
members of Lutheran congregations main- 

‘ taining such schools send their children to 
those schools. Are all these people to be 
disfranchised? 

My own children attend a Lutheran 
school, one that was founded 203 years ago, 
long before anyone conceived of a public 
school in its present form. I emphatically 
deny the assertion, implicit in your pro- 
posal, that as a result I can no longer have 
a deep concern for public education, that 
I cannot work for better educational facili- 
ties in public schools, that I cannot con- 
tribute my energies as an American citizen 
to public education, possibly through mem- 
bership on a school board (assuming, of 
course, that my neighbors should desire 
such public service from me). 

If you should attempt to deny me this 
right (an attempt that I would resist with 
every energy at my command), would you 
deny it to my fellow Lutheran of a neigh- 
boring congregation which does not main- 
tain a Lutheran elementary school, just be- 
cause he has the misfortune to reside in 
the same city? 

It seems to me that you would be on 
more solid ground if you encouraged all 
Americans with a sense of Christian citizen- 
ship, whether they support Christian 
schools or not, to take an active part in 
support of public education, if possible 
through public service on school boards. 
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If an illogical proposal like yours should 
have originated with agnostics, or with 
Christians who manifestly cannot under- 
stand why we Lutherans are trying to in- 
culcate the faith of Jesus Christ in our chil- 
dren through our system of Christian ele- 
mentary schools, it could easily have been 
ignored as the product of an understand- 
able bias. It is discouraging that ETERNITY, 
whose editorials almost uniformly reflect 
the spirit and the content of the New Test- 
ament, should have yielded to an emotional 
outburst which has thrown logic and 
Christian understanding to the winds. 

OswaLp C. J. HOFFMANN 

Director of Public Relations 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
New York, N. Y. 


No difficulty could possibly arise if every 
individual American were as high-minded, 
as patriotic, and as good a follower of New 
Testament principles as Dr. Hoffman and 
others like him. The fact is that we are 
faced with a Jesuit-dominated element in 
the Roman Catholic Church believing that 
the end justifies any means. We must face 
the fact that these people will use every un- 
scrupulous way to destroy the things for 
which Dr. Hoffman, the Missouri Synod 
Lutherans, the Christian Reformed Church, 
and the editors of ETerniry all stand. 


Dr. Hoffman calls our proposal illogical. 
But can we logically suggest as a practical 
means that no Roman Cathoiic could be on 
a school board because of his parochial bias 
without paying the price of eliminating 
possible good elements whose presence 
would justify the presence of the Romanists 
too? 

We also question Dr. Hoffman’s state- 
ment that our suggestion is un-American 
in view of the fact that judges disqualify 
themselves when faced with an issue to 
which their previous life has caused them 
possibly to be partial. It would be fine, 
of course, if those who have a sectarian 
prejudice against adequate school taxes 
would voluntarily disqualify themselves 
from service on public school boards, etc. 
However, since this is unlikely, we believe 
the people at large should decide the issue. 

—Ed. 


TOO MUCH ROME? 
Sirs: 

The rate of incidence [of articles on Ro- 
man Catholicism] of late has become so 
frequent as to make the magazine unbal- 
anced. In October, . . . [two full-length arti- 
cles, and nine] out of the eighteen items 
dealt with in “Window on the World,” 
directly concerned Roman Catholicism. 

. . - In the Peron article . . . it almost 
seemed as if the Editor were drawn by his 
rabid anti-Catholicism into a pro-Peron 
position. He found himself on the verge of, 
if not actually, defending the regime of a 
dictator patently in the Hitler-Mussolini 
tradition. 

. On the editorial page . . . after 
pointing out that in Norway . . . final 


(Continued on page 53) 


Dec. 1-4, First Baptist Church, Richmond, Ind.; 
Dec. 5-11, First Baptist Church, Lebanon, Ohio. 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


Dec. 6-9, 11, Bible Conference, St. Matthew’s 
Evangelical Congregational Church, Emmaus, 
Pa.; Dec. 12, Evangelical Congregational Pastors’ 
Conference, Reading Railroad, Y.M.C.A., Read- 
ing, Pa.; Dec. 25, Nineteenth St. Men‘s Bible 
Class, Allentown, Pa. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


Nov. 23-27, Bible Conference, Immanuel Bap- 
tist Church, Parkersburg, W. Va.; Dec. 4, A.M., 
Great’ Valley Presbyterian Church, Paoli, Pa.; 
Dec. 23, 25, First Baptist Church, New York, 
N. Y.; Dec. 31, Watchnight Service, First Bap- 
tist Church, New York, N. Y. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


Dec. 1, 2, Clemonton Community Church, Clem- 
onton, N. J.; Dec. 4-9, Gospel Center Taber- 
nacle, Wilkes Barre, Pa.; Dec. 11, A.M. Bridge- 
port Baptist Church, Bridgeport, Pa.; P.M. Paw- 
ling Chapel, near Phoenixville, Pa.; Dec. 17, 
Pottstown Youth Center, Pottstown, Pa.; Dec. 27, 
Aldan Union Church, Aldan, Pa. 


*FAMILY NEEDS* 


A blind Christian girl, who is an experi- 
enced dictaphonist, is seeking employment 
in the Philadelphia area: She is a graduate 
of Overbrook School for the Blind and 
Pierce Business School. Anyone interested in 
helping her find a position may contact 
Miss Julianna Yu, Overbrook School for 
the Blind, 64th and Malvern Ave., Philadel- 
phia 31, Pa. 














Position Open—Chef, male—experienced 
institutional chef for Christian College 
in the Northeast—Middle-aged preferred. 
Write letter stating age and experience 
to Box A. ETernity, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia,, Pa. 














A CHRISTMAS STORY 
AND ITS EASTER SEQUEL 
by William Allen Knight 


This fascinating book 
tells with glowing 
vitality and verve a 
story out of Dr. 
Knight’s personal 
memories—a story of 
dramatic develop- 
ments beginning at 
a Christmas party in 
one of America’s old 
time lumberlands 
and ending years 
after at Easter time 
in a garden outside 
the Wall of Jerusalem. - 


Cloth — Price $1.50 
At all book sellers 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY PUBLISHERS 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 
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- This Greek Mother and children lost their home and all their possessions. Photograph was taken on the spot by 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart at the time of the earthquakes. 


YOU CAN BRING JOY THIS CHRISTMAS TO A NEEDY FAMILY IN GREECE | 


e@ Evangelical believers suffer the loss of loved ones, 
homes and all their possessions in earthquakes. 


e@ They have urgently appealed to us for immediate 
and continued assistance. It will take many months 
to relieve the suffering people. 


e In cooperation with the “CARE” organization, be- 
cause of U. S. government food surpluses, we are 
able to send 20 pounds of much needed food for 
each $1.00 gift. Two thousand pounds can be sent 
for every $100.00. 


@ All gifts will be sent directly to Greece to administer 
to the physical and spiritual welfare of the Greek 
Evangelical believers. 


December 1955 


e@ Will you, as a token of your gratitude to God for 
the gift of His Son, help a destitute Greek family 
this Christmas season by sending your gift to: 


jp —— ——— GREEK RELIEF FUND = ===" —-; 


Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
Member Mission, 1.F.M.A. 

811 Westview St., Philadelphia 19, Pa. 


Dear Sir: | enclose $..................00 .. a8 my Christmas Jove offer- 
ing to God to help meet the physical and spiritual needs of 
the Greek believers. 
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NOW AND LATER 


Like the assortment in Santa’s sack, 
the December issue of Eternity brings 
you fifty-six pages of treasure. 

In keeping with the season, the lead 
article, “Behold There Came Magi from 
the East,” is the work of an artist and 
student of critical archeology—DeWitt 
Whistler Jayne, who also created the 
front cover drawing and the full page 
spread. Many will know Mr. Jayne as 
a top-ranking illustrator. It is in this 
field he has concentrated his efforts, 
serving for a number of years as chair- 
man of the Art Department at Wheaton 
College. 

But Mr. Jayne has spent much time 
in pursuing his other interest—archeo- 
logy. After his art training, he took 
graduate work at the Oriental Institute 
of the University of Chicago. 

We believe you'll like his explanation 
for the presence of the mysterious Magi 
of the nativity story. 

« * * 

“African Magnificat” is a tender, little 
narrative written by that prince of story 
tellers, the Jungle Doctor—otherwise 
known as Dr. Paul S. White of Australia. 
Dr. White’s publishers in the U. S. A., 
Eerdmans of Grand Rapids, tell us that 
Dr. White’s Jungle Stories are going like 
hot cakes. 

« « . 

In “The Evangelist and the Scholar” 
you'll find a meaty article by Dr. Mer- 
rill Tenney, dean of the Graduate 
School at Wheaton College. One can 
gather from this contribution why so 
many evangelical scholars and former 
students of his rate Dr. Tenney so high. 
We do, too. 

*. * * 

Then besides all the other good things 

in this issue, there are the “Meditations 
(Continued on page 53) 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


Dec. 1-2, Grand Avenue Temple, Kan- 
sas City, Mo.; Dec. 4, 11, 18, 25, 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; Dec. 5, 12, 19, 26, New 
York Bible Class, St. Luke’s Luth- 
eran Church, New York, N. Y. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, and Dr. Barnhouse’s conference ministry to His everlasting glory. 
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Few people know how to give . . . today. A gift 
should come from the heart. Preferably it should be 
something of continuous and lasting value. {t should 
enrich both the recipient and the giver. And its 
material value should be inconsequential when 
compared with its sentimental or— in this case— 
its spiritual value. 
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On the reverse side of this page are coupons, Starting with 
number one, clip as many as you need. Send ETERNITY to 
your pastor, to Sunday School’ teachers, to- missionaries, 

to your friends and loved ones. And include year own renewal at 
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ETERNITY LETTER TO OUR READERS 
1716 Spruce Street 

Philadelphia 3, Penna. 

SIS: iacad cious Pognee eaanecy toe Dear Reader: 


to the Christmas card as | have indicated for 
each one. Add fifty cents for each foreign 
subscription. 


Two Christians of our acquaintance recently were discussing 
the means God had used to bring them to a better understanding of 


REESE RS Rs 
(please print) Himself. 

REESE oS SLI eat Me ith dines thee dick 4c piled manok God bn the guiphe tiny 

TE said alae ZONE ....... STATE .............. had been helped most in their spiritual life by magazine articles or 

" books they had read. 


Have you ever stopped to think of certain articles or books you 
have read which have opened whole new vistas of spiritual life for 


eae si bcos crecingnigh cline och 
you? 

La aston aie Ss 

MISS aa aaAASEA SSS In recent weeks our editorial offices have been receiving letters 
from individuals in various parts of the country who have been 

D ZONE........... ne kar tlbacame es 


helped by something in ETERNITY. Many have commented on what 
“The Invisible War” or the “Meditations” or the editorials have 
meant to them. Or one of the major articles. 


One recent letter came from a woman who had received a sub- 
scription as a gift last spring during the fifth anniversary offer. She 
expressed her gratitude to the friend who had introduced her to 


SIN ov ie-cesscinth ous t.tojeuracactctondabatdiashdogesebeniebesmeticeds 
ETERNITY and she thanked the editors for a magazine that had been 

FEE ee ear. a ee hoch a challenge ati a aniainas 

D Sawer | SPURT “ce sree 


As we've reported on other occasions, ETERNITY has grown 
largely through friend recommending it to friend. Every year we 
have a landslide of business when the annual Christmas subscription 
offer is made. It’s the high peak of the year when readers re-subscribe 
and send us the names of friends, neighbors, relatives, young people 


RESETS seek T= ee ee 2 
away at school, service men and women to whom they want to send 
IE is sidne<ahstntkeninseesacalegtescinunsineeoonntcgtasatagioony é . 
ETERNITY at the special holiday rate. 
ind ebay saetieid npiemess ceeded 
D ZONE........... Pe eae Sending ETERNITY as a Christmas gift is about the easiest shop- 


ping you can do. Just compile the names and addresses of the people 
in your circle of friends to whom you'd like to send ETERNITY, make 
out a covering check and our Circulation Department does all the 
rest. 


insti cceapisnecpeeribcsiaibictnn Minlalons hd: tats Cleidiinitae senile eet al sei tepaihinnh sotdks des ik: 

REE yet Hat er a gelical Foundation have greater reason than ever for thanksgiving. 
The Lord has restored Dr. Barnhouse to health and we have had 

Oats hee ANS SO I a cake Of ‘dat qpinahoet- years ini. che Niieedey OF the ‘shindsisy. 

D ZONE............ be re Lae 


May the presence of our Saviour make your holiday season 
bright. 





5. SUBSCRIPTION FOR $2.50 Cordially, 

ERE EE SR Ui PGR, Scar REO NTE 

BI hci hada ctnrticngecactcasusdllp ateUGer cessing eden 

SSS Ser Se erie ee 

D ZONE........... i ecahinncaatonebbisciens coors een 


TO ON i acetic tenitbins Se cen cassipadjons 








Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 


6 Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. ETERNITY 
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“Behold there Came Magi from the East.” 

As one again reads these words from the Gospel according 
to Matthew there revives in the memory the imagery of 
the age-old story of the strange, half-legendary figures who 
suddenly appeared in Jerusalem nearly two thousand years 
ago asking, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” 

The sacred historian raises the curtain for us on one of 
the strangest, most intriguing and baffling stories of all of 
Holy Writ; allows us to sense something of the beauty, the 
majesty and the awe of the occasion and as abruptly ends 
the scene with the simple statement that “they departed into 
their own country by another way.” The author devotes a 
scant dozen verses to the entire episode, and yet his treat- 
ment of the story in terse, explicit terms has fired the 
imagination of all Christendom from that day to this. 

Paintings of the Magi have been found on the walls of 
the Christian ‘catacombs in Rome. Among others is a curious 
one which shows four of these visitors clad in far eastern 
garb reminiscent of the ancient ceremonial costume of the 
princes of Japan. On the other hand, French medieval art 
represents these men as kings wearing European-type crowns 
and riding horses. Our modern painters for some inex- 
plicable reason prefer to show them as burnoosed Arabs 
riding camels. 

The one undeniable fact extricable from this mass of 
fanciful tradition is that the story must have much more to 
it than is related by Matthew—much more that must be in- 
triguing and wonderful. Who these men were, where they 
came from, and why they caused such consternation in Jer- 


usalem, are all questions to be answered if the full story is 
to be known. Let us start with the scriptural narrative, then 
examine the history back of it. 


“Judea in the days of Herod the King. . .” (Matt. 2:1). 


Judea at the time of the Christmas story was the capital 
province of a petty kingdom comprising South Syria, Pales- 
tine and North Arabia. From Maccabean days she had in- 
herited a tradition of fierce independence that had been 
maintained as late as the boyhood of Herod. In fact, Roman 
troops had not set foot on Judean soil before Pompey took 
token allegiance from the Jews in 63 B.C. when Herod was 
nine years of age. Even then the conqueror’s heel was not 
felt heavily until the second invasion and sack of Jerusalem 
by Crassus when Herod was seventeen. At that time the 
Romans levied a heavy tribute on Jerusalem, and the Jew- 
ish patriot party stiffened its resistance to. the point of 
seeking foreign aid. 

One may well ask what foreign aid could possibly be 
enlisted to help combat the mighty Roman Empire then at 
the zenith of its power. The answer may be a bit of a sur- 
prise. Contrary to the general impression, there was a 
major military power then in existence which was not only 
friendly to the Jews, but capable of virtually annihilating 
every Roman army it ever engaged. Modern Bible student 
and ancient Roman general alike have been surprised to 
learn that over the eastern horizon lurked a half legendary 
monster of an empire, as large as Rome and vested with 
a military potential unique in the ancient world. Persia, 
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ruled by a Parthian dynasty in Herod's day, was the implac- 
able foe of the occidental world and enjoyed a relation with 
the West that is very similar to that held by Russia today. 

After the brief Macedonian conquest, Persia recovered 
with sufficient verve to crimp the style of the first two 
Roman generals who sought to invade her. Lucullus and 
Pompey both were content to stop with Armenia. In 55 
B.C. after subduing Jerusalem, Crassus rashly invaded 
Persia with an expeditionary force of 43,000 troops. Thirty 
thousand of them, including Crassus, never returned—vic- 
tims of the guerrilla tactics of smartly disciplined Persian 
cavalry. : 

In 37 B.C. Mark Anthony, attempting another invasion 
of Persia with a force of 113,000 men, was driven back with 
a loss of 30-, to 40,000 in a veritable retreat from Moscow. 
Even Armenia was back in Persian hands by 33 B.C. As a 
matter of fact, the Romans never did make their conquest of 
these lands stick. Trajan (117 A.D.) marched to the Persian 
Gulf, but within three years both sides were back where they 
started. At last, in 258 A.D. the emperor Valerian was cap- 
tured in battle and held prisoner for life by Shapur I of 
Persia. Shapur’s colossal monuments to the event still stand. 

Judea, then, must be recognized not simply as a frontier 
province of Rome, but rather as a buffer state seeking to 
maintain its independence from the two mighty empires on 
either side of it, threatened, invaded, and constantly facing 
the threat of annexation or annihilation. 

Herod, as king, had no easier time of it than did the 
Jewish people. To be sure he got along well with the Ro- 
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mans. In a meteoric rise to fame, he was treated as an equal 
by Augustus Caesar and maintained favor with him for 
life. Mark Antony was also a close friend, so close that Herod 
undertook to keep Cleopatra occupied in Antony's absence. 
Herod was successfully traveling in pretty fast company! 

The Jews, however, hated Herod. His father and mother 
were Idumean Arabs, doubtless Jewish ‘proselytes, and were 
commoners. Antipater seems to have been a military com- 
mander of independent means and office and was able to 
impress Julius Caesar sufficiently to obtain singular recog- 
nition from him. Herod far surpassed his father in ambition 
and ability, and, in his ruthless hid for power, he antagon- 
ized the Jewish populace to the point of revolt. His ‘posi- 
tion as an Idumean (Edomite) proselyte of low birth made 
the scorn of Jewish patriots complete. These ardent na- 
tionalists were unfortunately ready to act as a fifth column 
for the menacing Persians in an alliance that was remark 
ably effective. 

In 40 B.C., with the connivance of the patriot Jews. tlic 
Persians dispatched a force to sweep through Syria «| 
Palestine to the very borders of Arabia with Herod #:::! 
9,000 troops fleeing before them. Herod fled all the way 1» 
Rome where Augustus and Antony persuaded the Sen.ite 
to confirm him as King of the Jews. By the time he 3» 
back, the patriot Jews had fortified themselves in Jerus:!cm. 
and large scale siege operations by Herod did not dislodge 
them for nearly three years. 


(Continued on page 48) 
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The greatest iniquities often creep 
upon a land or an individual without 
their approach being detected. God 
warned Israel against taking wives of 
Gentile tribes, as this process would 
lead to idolatry. The man would give 
deference to his wife, who would wor- 
ship a demon god, and little by little 
the worship would come to have its in- 
fluence upon the life of the child of 
God. 

For the same reason God ordained 
that there should be no graven images 
made by any of the children of Israel. 
There was to be no likeness of anything 
in the earth or in Heaven or under the 
earth. God knew the weakness and frail- 
ity of the human heart, and He was 
aware that worship would shift from 
Himself to the image itself, and ulti- 
mately to the demon god who lurks be- 
hind every image. 

The purpose of this editorial is to 
strike as hard as possible at the use of 
little statues in child evangelism. There 
will be those who consider our attitude 
narrow, but we must take our position 
where we believe the Word of God 
would have us stand. There will be 
those who will tell us how valuable the 
flannelgraph figures have been, and who 
will argue that if flannel figures in the 
flat have been acceptable we should not 
be concerned that some enterprising 
manufacturer now offers the little stat- 
ues of Bible figures to illustrate Bible 
stories even more vividly. The enter- 
prising manufacturer, who makes a 
good profit out of his work, may scream 
as loudly as the silversmiths of Ephesus 
who saw their business hurt by the 
preaching of the early followers of the 
way of Christ (Acts 19:23). 

A generation of children taught to 
think of Bible stories in terms of fig- 
urines will be easy prey for the advance 
of Romanism and the whole system of 
idolatry that is centered in the cult of 
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saints, virgins and crucifixes. God knew 
what He was doing when He said, 
“Neither be ye idolaters” (I Cor. 10:7); 
“Dearly beloved, flee from idolatry” (I 
Cor. 10:14); “Little children, keep 
yourselves from idols” (I Jn. 5:21). 
The Hebrew of Psalm 96:5 reads, 
“For all the gods of the nations are 
demons.” The fact that the translators 
of the King James Version used the 
word idols for demons is significant. 
The New Testament tells us “that the 
things which the Gentiles sacrifice they 
sacrifice to demons, and not to God; 
and I would not that ye should have 
fellowship with demons” (I Cor. 10:20). 
Paul said that he was not ignorant of 
Satan’s “devices” (II Cor. 2:11). Let us 
also not be ignorant of those devices. 
Child Evangelism papers, please copy. 


LOVE AND SECURITY 


The human being is built by God in 
such a way that he must have love. If 
there is a gross deprivation of love, the 
individual may flame out into the wild- 
est delinquency. The phrase, “gross de- 
privation of love” is taken from a re- 
port by Dr. Laurette Bender, senior 
psychiatrist at Manhattan’s Bellevue 
Hospital, on the causes of delinquency. 
Speaking before a law-school forum at 
New York University, Dr. Bender chal- 
lenged the idea that there is a growth 
in juvenile delinquency in the United 
States. She reported that a careful study 
of history and the statistics reveals that 
there was just as much juvenile trouble 
at the turn of the century as there is to- 
day, if the matter is considered propor- 
tionately. “Half a century ago the com- 
munities had to cope with exactly the 
same types of crime as we have today, 
and proportionately as often. And that 
was in a day of no mechinization, no 
easy communication and transportation, 
no radio, no television, no movies, no 
comics, no sight method of teaching 
reading, no world wars.” 
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The study of 8,000 of the “worst 
cases” of delinquency at Bellevue shows 
that the problem always has several 
causes. The commonest of these are 
“gross deprivation of love, severe pun- 
ishment and brutality at home, enforced 
submissiveness and isolation, learning 
difficulties and organic disorders—especi- 
ally of the central nervous system.” “It 
takes a combination of several of these,” 
said Dr. Bender, “to push a particular 
child along the road to delinquency.” 

How can we give children the love 
that they need? There should be little 
problem in our own homes, though it is 
common to see parents so involved in 
many activities that they neglect to give 
their own children the love and care 
that they need. 

A little five year old boy in a fine 
Christian home in the South was travel- 
ling with his mother and said, “Mum- 
mie, isn’t it wonderful that the Lord 
Jesus loves us and that He is all around 
us like a fence and that Satan can not 
get through to hurt us unless God lets 
him.” The mother told this anecdote to 
the child’s Sunday School teacher, who 
reacted in what I consider to be an 
anti-Christian way. “Oh,” she said, 
“don’t ever teach such horrible things 
to a child. They scare me to death, and 
what must they not do to a child?” The 
mother, of course, was right, and the 
other woman should not be teaching a 
Sunday School class. If a child can be 
made to feel the love of the Lord Jesus, 
and to know and feel the love of God 
for him through the Saviour, there will 
never be a sense of gross deprivation of 
love, and the child will be on the way 
to integration and maturity. 

The -child will learn quickest from 
the attitude which he sees his own par- 
ents to have. If there is a quiet resting 
in the power, love and care of God, the 
love will come through to the child. 


THE SECOND TIME 


Most of the past thirty years I have 
preached six nights in the week, and 
often seven. Approximately twelve 
thousand times during those three dec- 
ades I have had the privilege of open- 
ing the Word of God for the presenta- 
tion of the Gospel and the feeding of 
His people. And then—major surgery— 
and thirty-seven days without preaching. 

About five hours ago I preached for 
the first time since this, the longest in- 
terruption in my preaching life. It was 
sweet. My staff had cancelled the meet- 
ings of the past five weeks, but had 
pointed my rest and convalescence to- 
wards this week of meetings in Mont- 
gomery, Alabama. It would be possible 
to drive from Philadelphia in two days 
of hard driving or three days of easy 
driving. We had taken nine days, drift- 
ing down the Skyline Drive, the Blue 
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Ridge Parkway, the Smokies and finally 
had reached “the heart of Dixie” as 
Alabamans say on their automobile li- 
cences. And now the preacher was in- 
troducing me, and I was, once more, to 
exalt the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I. told them, in beginning, that I 
could understand how Jonah felt when 
“the Word of the Lord came unto 
Jonah the second time, saying, Arise, 
go... and preach .. . the preaching 
that I bid thee” (Jonah 3:1, 2). Wasn’t 
it good, Jonah, to open your mouth and 
declare the Word of the Lord again? 
Wasn’t it good to see the Word fall like 
rain on parched ground? 

How the preacher realizes, under such 
circumstances, that the privilege of 
preaching is a great grace from God. 
That human lips should be allowed to 
set forth the divine Word, and that God 
should stoop to use such utterances to 
bless the hearts of men is a rare and 
delicate thing. God help the preacher 
who takes such an opportunity as a 
commonplace. 

I am going to preach again, the Lord 
willing, in about two hours. But I am 
approaching that time as a man might 
look at a sunrise on a day when he 
knew that he might go blind. And I 
pray God that I may never preach 
again without realizing afresh the won- 
der and the almost divine unreality of 
this thing called preaching. That may 
not make sense to some, but those who 
know the bringing of eternity down in- 
to time that is possible when Christ is 
being exalted will know some of the 
ethereal quality of the amazing grace 
of preaching. 


CONDESCENSION 


Words change their meanings, and 
condescend is one that needs to be ex- 
plained, ventilated and seen in its true 
light. In modern usage it has fallen on 
evil times and to most ears brings the 
thought of disdain, of looking down on 
some one or something. Condescension 
has become a word whose eyebrows are 
raised, a word which looks down its 
nose at its neighbors and surroundings. 


The word is found only once in the 
King James Version, “Condescend to 
men of low estate” (Rom. 12:16), and 
the translation leaves much to be de- 
sired because it is so far from the mean- 
ing of the Greek. Sunapagomai is used 
in this passage in Romans and is found 
two other times in the New Testament. 
Paul uses it to describe the fact that 
Barriabas was carried away with the 
hypocrisy of Peter and the others who 
wanted to follow Jewish practices of 
legalism (Gal. 2:13). Peter uses it to 
warn the believers against falling from 
their steadfastness, “being led away with 
the error of the wicked” (II Pet. 3:17). 
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TO EVERY THING THERE IS A SEASON 


The Preacher in the book of Ecclesiastes tells us that there i is “a one 
to every purpose under the heaven.” 


And this is the season, our co-workers in the Circulation Department 
tell us, when ETERNITY makes it annual special Christmas So time 
for sharing the magazine with your friends. - 


Maybe you haven’t ever sent the magazine as a Christmas present. 

You have seen the announcements, but you haven't acted. If the testimony 

of many readers means anything, we believe you can bring blessing and 
_ help to others, if you'll make this the time of action. 


Read about the details on page 5 and act promptly. We believe _— 
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The passage in Romans is not mascu- 
line, but neuter, and does not mean 
that the Christian is to go along with 
lowly people—such a command would 
call for a proud judgment on the part 
of every individual: I am higher than 
he; he is lower than I—but it has to do 
with things, and patterns of life. The 
ASV, as early as 1911 gave the marginal 
translation, “Be carried away with 
things that are lowly,” and all the mod- 
ern translations reflect this idea. Go 
along with the current of humble 
things. Don’t take as your ideal the go- 
getter methods of Hollywood and the 
advertising agencies. God’s methods are 
not those of “high pressure business.” 


The originating impulse for the writ- 
ing of this editorial came from a con- 
sideration of the fact that the Christian 
world is divided into camps that look 
down on each other and that take a 
condescending attitude—in the wrong 
sense—towards the work of the other. 
Most fundamentalists have a sinful pity 
towards those who do not take their 
view of inspiration, and damn men by 
saying that they are ignorant of “the 
truth.” Most liberals are aware of the 
fundamentalist world as something ex- 
isting, but as remote as Tierra del Fue- 
go. I recently ran across a paragraph in 
Brunner in which he presents an idea 
as something remarkably new, crediting 


Cullman for the intellectual discovery. 


The same idea is found in the writings 
of a hundred fundamental Bible teach- 
ers of the past century. If those who 
truly trust in Christ had more of the 
love of Christ, there would be a greater 
oneness, and a realization that true be- 
lievers approach truth from different 
points of view. There would be less 
name-calling, and more appreciation of 
the worth that exists in other molds 
than our own. There would be less bad 
condescension, and more going along 


God honors faith. 


with the current of lowly things, which 
will certainly bring true believers to- 
gether. 


BILLY GRAHAM 1956 


The family of Erernrry readers have 
long been behind Billy Graham and his 
fellow-workers, praying that the Lord 
would empower and use them to His 
glory. Pray for Billy as he enters 1956. 
Early in January he goes to India for 
about two months of work among the 
Christians of that land. The national 
leaders of the various churches have in- 
sisted that he come to minister to the 
Christians and not to évangelize the 
Hindus, since they believe that there 
could be great persecution if the world- 
famed speaker came as an evangelist. 
But surely if the existing body of pro- 
fessing Christians can be revived, the 
fire can spread across the barriers im- 
posed by national governments. 

When Dr. Graham returns to the 
United’ States after Easter, he and the 
team will have campaigns in three cities 
in 1956—Richmond, Va., Louisville, Ky., 
and Oklahoma City, Okla. These three 
cities have evidently been chosen for 
strategic reasons in connection with the 
work of evangelization, and also in con- 
nection with the program of Dr. Gra- 
ham’s denomination, the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention. That denomination has 
made remarkable statements in connec- 
tion with the racial problem, and Billy 
Graham will be able to work with this 
program in a definite way. In the South- 
ern Baptist monthly The Teacher (Oc- 
tober 1955) which goes to thousands of 
Sunday School teachers throughout the 
denomination, Dr. Thomas E. McCol- 
lough has shown how the world around 
us often determines our own outlook. 
He writes: “Take the attitude toward 
‘the race problem.’ As in Paul’s day, so 
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Into our Jungle Hospital she walked, with a gourd on 
her head. She came across to where I was seated, listening 
tO a small child’s chest as he swallowed the appropriate 
medicine. 

She said, “I’ve came to taste the medicine of the hospital, 
Bwana.” 

“Which one?” I asked, smiling. 

“Bwana,” she said, “my husband and I have no joy. We 
have been married now for three years, and we have no 
children. There are those who whisper and say, ‘heh, her 
husband will have no joy in her;.their marriage wil die.’” 
There was a long pause. “Have you medicines that will 
help me?” 

I called in Mwendwa, the senior nurse on duty. For the 
next half hour I was very much a doctor. 

“Talita,” I said, “This means an operation. It means 
medicine to swallow,” and I went into a long medical 
tigmarole. 

The girl smiled. 

“Bwana, all of those things are easy. When do we start?” 

“Now, and listen. Here is the book of Samuel. Read the 
first chapter, and read of one who was just as you are, 
whose heart was sad, who came to the Great One and said 
to Him all that was in her heart. He talked with God. The 
Great One said, ‘Go in peace. The God of Israel grant thy 
petition that thou hast asked of Him.’ Read on and you 
will see what God did.” 

“Hongo,” said Talita, “I haven’t asked Him yet.” 

“Let’s do so.” 

The three of us knelt round that desk. 

Before the week was out I had operated. Talita went 
away with pills and potions. Months later Mwendwa came 
to me— 

“Bwana, there is one here who would talk to you.” She 
had a smile on her face that made her positively beam. 

I went into my office and there was Talita. 

“Bwana,” she said, “our prayer has been answered.” 

I picked up the sheet of paper and the calendar and 
made some calculations. 

“A-a-h,” I said, “round about the 20th December, Talita. 
Truly, this will be a Christmas gift.” 

Time went by, and every month or so we saw Talita, a 
radiant Talita, at the hospital. Christmas festivities were 
being prepared for at the hospital; the staff were singing 
their own tribal Christmas songs. There was an air of brisk 
efficiency in the maternity ward, people moving here and 
there quietly, with a purpose. Added to the singing from 
outside came a very musical sound—the first cry of a small 
baby. Then came the mother’s voice— 


“Bwana, is all well?” 
“Yes, Talita, a boy—and a splendid one.” 
She sighed a little sigh of happiness. 
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“Heh, truly God has answered my prayer, Bwana. I will 
call his name Samuel. Did not the Bible tell me of the 
woman who had sadness in her heart because she was 
childless? Did I not feel for her, and pray as she prayed 
and God has answered me as He answered her? So 1. will 
call my child Samuel also.” 

I glanced at the alarm clock on the top of a cupboard— 
midnight. 

“Listen, everybody, it’s Christmas Day.” 

From outside came the singing of African Christians. My 
fingers were on Talita’s pulse. 

“It was on a night like this that the Son of God was 
born, Talita—born in a stable, without any medical care. 
Mary, His mother, was young. She looked at her first-born 
and she said, ‘His name is Jesus for He shall save His people 
from their sins.’ She knew of His miraculous coming into 
the world. God Almighty had seen Mary and her life, and 
it was such in His eyes that He entrusted her to be the 
mother of the Son of God.” 

I heard a breath caught sharply behind me. A beaming 
African nurse put Talita’s baby into her arms. 

“Yoh,” said she, and there was a look of joy on her face 
beyond description. She looked up at me— 

“Bwana, how Mary must have loved her baby!” 

I watched them put the baby into a small cot, and I saw 
Talita, tired, but more than happy, go to sleep with her 
joy mirrored in her face. 

Beside me was an African nurse who had been more than 
a problem. Suddenly she spoke. 

“Bwana, she has joy but I have sadness. You said Mary 
was young and her life before God was right. Bwana, I, too, 
was young, but my life was full of sin—so“full I can’t... .” 
Her voice broke. 

I spoke gently, “Truly, you can’t do anything about it, 
but He can, and He forgives. Remember, that baby in the 
cradle came to die for you. He was God. He came, not only 
to underline what sin meant in God’s eyes, but also to pay 
the price for it so that we might come face to face with 
God without shame because of what He had done.” 

In little more than a whisper Hefsi asked, “And did Mary 
know all about this when she looked at her baby in the 
cradle?” 

“She must have, Hefsi, because it’s all in the Bible. She 
must have read in Isaiah ‘He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the punishment 
of our peace was upon Him: and with His stripes we are 
healed. All we like sheep. have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; but the Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all.’” 

‘The girl put her head in her hands. 

“Bwana, a baby born to go through all that.” 

“First He lived, as a child, as a boy, as a tradesman, and 


‘lived right, and then, in His manhood He taught as no 


man else ever taught and healed as none other before or 
after has ever done, and in the height of His manhood He 
died willingly that you and I might be forgiven.” 

The girl shook her head to and fro. 

“I can’t understand it, Bwana.” 


“It is hard to understand Almighty God. He is infinite. 
But babies we do understand. God knew that and sent 
Jesus. He came to bring life, Hefsi, the life that doesn’t 
stop at the grave.” 

She looked up at me. “Bwana, I am going to ask Him 
tonight to give me this gift of. life which cost Him more 
than, more than .. .” Her voice trailed on, and outside 
I heard the singing of the Christmas hymns, and I knew 
that once again the Christ-child had conquered. ENp 
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REDS PUSH ATHEISM 


Increased atheistic propaganda is be- 
ing spread in Soviet-annexed Latvia, 
Estonia and Lithuania, it was indicated 
by local radio broadcasts in these Baltic 
countries monitored in London. 

Hardly a day passes without the broad- 
cast of an anti-religious program or 
lecture. And radio reviews of the press 
make it clear that many articles of an 
atheistic nature are being published by 
newspapers. 

The broadcasts also reveal that the 
central Communist organization respon- 
sible for anti-religious campaigns 
throughout the Soviet Union has become 
concerned over ‘the slackness of the 
atheism drive in the Baltic Republics. 
As a result, special instructions and 
manifestoes have been issued to stimu- 
late anti-religious activity. 

Meanwhile an immediate campaign 
against the practice of religion among 
Russian sailors was demanded by Sovet- 
sky Flot (Soviet Fleet), organ of the 
Soviet Navy. 

“Every Soviet sailor must be per- 
meated with the spirit of militant athe- 
ism,” it declared. 

The paper said that energetic steps 
must be taken to combat religious senti- 
ments and beliefs among the Soviet 
high seas fleet as well as among the 
crews of inshore ships. 


MONTREAL BY-LAW INVALID 


A Montreal by-law requiring stores to 
remain closed on six Roman Catholic 
holy days of obligation, and the provin- 
cial statute on which it was based, were 
ruled invalid by the Supreme Court of 
Canada in Ottawa. 

The decision of the nine-man tribunal 
was unanimous. 

The court reversed a decision by the 
Quebec Court of Appeals holding the 
legislation to be constitutional. This de- 
cision was appealed by a group of big 
. Montreal stores which have been fighting 
the by-law since it was enacted late in 
1951. 

‘In June 1952 the by-law had been de- 
clared invalid by the Montreal Superior 
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Canadian Court Rules Montreal Store Closing Law Invalid 
Senator Kennedy’s Brother Confirms Growth of Baptists in Soviet 
Greek Evangelical Church Registers Protest on Turkish Riots 


Court which held that it encroaches 
upon a field of legislation reserved ex- 
clusively to the federal Parliament. 

The Superior Court's view was affirm- 
ed by the Supreme Court. 

The high court declared that the aim 
of the legislation was not to provide ad- 
ditional holidays for persons engaged in 
retail trade, as contended by counsel for 
the City of Montreal and the Province 
of Quebec, but to compel the observance 
of holy days by all store employees. 

“A province is without jurisdiction to 
enact such legislation, it being well set- 
tled that (federal) Parliament alone may 
legislate on such a subject matter,” the 
court ruled. 

“Even if that were not so, it is legisla- 
tion relating to freedom of religion, a 
matter also within the exclusive juris- 
diction of Parliament.” 

Many Montreal stores had consistently 
defied the law by remaining open on the 
holy days. They paid fines of $40 each 
time. 

Although Montreal is predominantly 
French-speaking and Roman Catholic, 
most of the big commercial enterprises 
are operated by English-speaking Canad- 
ians. Compliance with the closing law 
has been general in French-speaking dis- 
tricts. 

The holy days involved are Christmas, 
New Year's, Epiphany, Ascension, All 
Saints Day and the Feast of the Im- 
maculate Conception. 


BAPTIST GROWTH IN U.S.S.R. 


Baptist churches are growing “sur- 
prisingly” strong in the central Asiatic 
republics of the Soviet Union, Robert F. 
Kennedy, chief counsel of the Senate 
Investigations Subcommittee, reported 
in Washington. He returned recently 
from a visit to that remote area with 
Supreme Court Justice William O. 
Douglas. 

Kennedy, a brother of Sen. John F. 
Kennedy and member of a prominent 
Roman Catholic family, made the ob- 
servation in a copyrighted interview 
published by United States News and 
World Report. 


“There are a great number of Bap- 
tists in that area, surprisingly,” he added- 

“The minister in Tashkent said that 
in 1952 he had a congregation of 700 
Baptists and now he has a congregation 
of 2,000. 

“When we attended his church, there 
were over 1,000 people there, and there 
was also a good-sized congregation in the 
Baptist church at Frunze (another city 
in Turkestan).” 

Asked whether this was a result of 
missionary activity, Kennedy replied: 
“It might be. The newspapers in Russia 
keep deploring the fact that more people 
are going to church and that even mem- 
bers of the Communist Party are going 
to church. There might be some signific- 
ance to that.” 

Citing several letters and editorials 
which appeared in the Soviet press dur- 
ing their visit to the Asiatic republics, 
Kennedy observed: “Evidently there is 
some sort of religious revival going on 
in Russia, but it is difficult for somebody 
who doesn’t speak the language to get 
the facts on it.” , 

He said that a number of Orthodox 
churches were open in the region he 
visited but those seen attending them 
were older people, mostly women. 

“However, in contrast,” he said, “at 
Baptist services there were a great num- 
ber of young people and a great number 
of men.” 


PROTEST TURKISH RIOTS 


A méssage protesting the recent anti- ~ 
Greek riots in Turkey was sent by the 
executive committee of the General Sy- 
nod of the Greek Evangelical Church to 
the World Council of Churched in 
Geneva, Switzerland and to leaders of 
Protestant Churches in the U. S. and 
Europe. 

The message also rebuked those na- 
tions “professed to be Christian,” which, 
it said, “encouraged the activities of the 
anti-Christian forces.” 

It called especially upon Christians in 
Great Britain “to raise their voices to 
condemn all crimes committed and all 
the anti-Christian methods which are be- 
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ing employed to suppress the just claims 
of our fellow Greeks of Cyprus.” 

The outbreaks in Turkey were the 
result of the political dispute over Cy- 
prus. Ethnically and traditionally Greek, 
Cyprus is a British crown colony. For 
some time Cypriots have been agitating 
for reunion with Greece. The island has 
a substantial Turkish minority which op- 
poses reunion. 

A recent conference in London of 
British, Greek and Turkish government 
officials on settling the dispute ended 
in failure. This conference provided the 
occasion for the outbreak of violence. 

Of the riots in Turkey, the Greek Ev- 
angelical message said: 

“We denounce to the universal Chris- 
tian conscience the new criminal out- 
burst of the evil spirit against our fel- 
low-countrymen in Istanbul and Smyrna. 

“Christian churches were burned and 
profaned, peaceful homes suffered wild 
and barbarous attacks, the fruit of long 
labor was looted, hundreds of people 
were injured and a number of them 
lost their lives while all the Christian 
minority continues to live under terror 
and fear.” 

The message called the riots a repeti- 
tion “of the same evil spirit which up to 
1923 slaughtered and maltreated thou- 
sands of Christians, Greeks and Armen- 
ians,” and forced hundreds of thousands 
of them to leave their homes and become 
refugees. 


CHURCH WINS PROPERTY 


St. John’s Presbytery has announced 
it will appeal to the Florida Supreme 
Court against a decision by Circuit 
Judge O. L. Dayton, Jr., upholding the 
right of Central Presbyterian Church of 
St. Petersburg to withdraw from the 
presbytery and the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. (Southern) and retain the 
church property. 

Judge Dayton ruled that the church 
property belonged to the members, and 
not to the presbytery or the denomina- 
tion. 

In a five-page opinion he held that 
there was “no question” of the right 
of members of the church to withdraw 
from the presbytery and the denomina- 
tion. 

“The question is whether or not, in 
so withdrawing, they could take the 
church with them,” he said. 

The presbytery had argued that the 
congregation held the property in trust 
for the national church body, and if 
they withdrew from the parent organiza- 
tion, they could not retain it. 

Judge Dayton cited numerous para- 
graphs from the Book of Church Order 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S., 
which he said affirmed that the jurisdic- 
tion of the church courts “had no power 
to inflict temporal pains and penalties, 


December 1955 


but their authority is in all respects 
moral and spiritual.” 

He also cited a Florida Supreme 
Court decision in a Baptist church dis- 
pute in which the high court said prop- 
erty could not be taken away unless it 
was shown that the trustees diverted it 
to a use fundamentally different from 
that contemplated in its acquisition. 


Judge Dayton said the record showed 
that Central Presbyterian Church had 
not diverted the property, since it con- 
tinued to hold services and adhered to 
the fundamental principles of Christian- 


ity. 


TWO PLANES FOR SHANGRI-LA 


A large sea-land plane which helped 
open up a “Shangri-la” type valley in 
New Guinea to missionaries before it 
crashed last April is being replaced with 
two smaller planes, it was disclosed in 
Minneapolis. 

Dr. Alfred C. Snead of New York, for- 
eign secretary of the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance, told delegates to its 
Northwestern District conference that 
a Cessna 180 purchased by the Alliance 
made its first flight into New Guinea mis- 
sion fields Sept. 13. He said a second 
Cessna has been ordered. 

More than 100 flights carrying mis- 
sionaries and building supplies were 
made by the original plane which 


‘crashed against a high mountain in a 


narrow pass, killing the pilot. 

That plane made it possible to build 
air strips in hitherto inaccessible areas 
for use by smaller aircraft, Dr. Snead’ 
reported. , % 

The Alliance has missionaries serving 
four native tribes in New Guinea. They 
are primitive people still living in the 
stone age, according to Dr. Snead. 
Twenty years ago, they had never seen a 
white man. 

Some of the work is carried on in the 
Baliem valley, which was opened up by 
the large plane and has been named 
“Shangri-la.” 


GENERAL SAYS REVIVAL NOT GENUINE 


Americans must not be deceived by 
“reports of increased church attendance” 
into thinking a deep and genuine re- 
ligious revival is under way, Lt. Gen. 
W. K. Harrison, commander of the 
U. S. Army’s Caribbean Command, said 
in Washington. 

He addressed the eighteenth annual 
convention of the Christian Business- 
men’s Committee International. 

General Harrison, former chairman of 
the United Nations Truce Team in 
Korea, is president of the Officers Chris- 
tian Union, an organization of more 
than 1,000 military leaders who try, as 

(Continued on page 44) 








In a traditional ceremony recently all 468 fourth classmen at West Point 
received specially bound Bibles as a gift from the American Tract Society. 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, headmaster of Stony Brook School and: first vice- 
president of the Society (shown between Academy chaplains), preached at 
the service. Henry C. Perry, executive secretary of ATS, is shown presenting 
a Bible to a cadet. 
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The Evangelist 


and the Scholar 


By Merrill C. Tenney 


istry has exercised the functions both of the evangelist 

and of the scholar. In the Second Epistle to Timothy, 

the last missive directed by Paul, the pioneer missionary, to 
his young understudy, are these two texts: 

. . . the things which thou hast heard of me . . . the 

same commit thou to faithful men who shall be able to 

teach others also. (II Tim. 2:2) 


and 


f= the very inception of the Christian church its min- 
i 


. . . do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of 

thy ministry for, “fill thy ministry full”). 
(II Tim. 4:5) 
The former speaks of the teacher, who patiently gathers 
the facts that relate to Christian doctrine, organizes and 
analyzes them, and then imparts them in systematic fashion 
to others who can in turn propagate and live them before 
believers and unbelievers alike. The second text urges 
young Timothy to become an evangelist who proclaims the 
Gospel emphatically and who arouses sluggish minds and 
apathetic wills by the pointed vigor of his exhortations. It 
is noteworthy that both offices are commended equally by 


al 


Dr. Merrill C. Tenney, author of 
several studies of the New Testament, 
including his recent book, Philippians: 
The Gospel at Work, is Dean of the 
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“The Evangelist and the Scholar” 
originally was given at the com- 
mencement of the Missionary Train- 
ing Institute of Nyack, N. Y. 








EVANGELIST . . . To commoner and 
queen, Billy Graham is proclaiming 
the gospel today. 


a man who was the inspired authority on missionary policy, 
and who should have known both by inspiration and by 
experience what was necessary for the missionary enter- 
prise. Furthermore, both of these functions were to be dis- 
charged by the same man, Timothy, who was to be both a 
teacher and an evangelist. The Word of God recognizes no 
necessary rift between the two, even though they are differ- 
ent in nature and in purpose. 


The Historical Tensions 

Unfortunately, within the ranks of the Christian church 
and especially within the evangelical wing of that church, 
there has been a discernible tension between the evangelist 
and the teacher or scholar. These two functions have been 
sharply differentiated and often contrasted, each to the dis- 
paragement of the other. 

In the eyes of some evangelists the word “scholar” has 
become a synonym for a musty old fossil who spends his life 
in studying useless trivia and in inventing theories that are 
either futile or misleading. He is regarded as totally im- 
practical in his outlook and as verging toward heterodoxy 
in his teaching. He is charged with a complete unconcern 
for the spiritual needs of the world because he has retired 
to the gloomy seclusion of his ivory tower, where he buries 
himself in his library of forgotten lore and spends his ener- 
gy in spinning intellectual cobwebs. At best he is incompre- 
hensible; at worst, he is subversive of Christian faith. 

Conversely, the scholar often brands the evangelist as an 
irresponsible sensationalist who makes exaggerated state- 
ments for the sake of effect, and who is more intent upon 
counting noses than he is on adhering to sober truth. He 
shouts dogmatic generalities at a gullible audience without 
giving any particular thought to the coherence or reason- 
ableness of his statements. With joyous abandon he wanders 
from place to place, repeating his thunderous pronounce- 
ments as final truth, and never stopping to examine care- 
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SCHOLAR . . . in America, Jonathan 
Edwards portrayed the Word in 
dissertations. on 


fully the basis of his theology. He relies on emotion and ex- 
plosion for results and seldom leaves behind him anything 
more permanent than a handful of cards, the signers of 
which have already evaporated into thin air. 

This dual caricature, of course, does not do justice to 
either side. It would be decidedly unfair to argue by ridi- 
cule and to conclude that either the scholar or the evangel- 
ist is useless or harmful to the cause of Christ in the modern 
day. Nevertheless, the strictures of one against the other are 
in a measure justified, for both offices have abused their 
privileges, and each has been guilty of neglecting the aspect 
of truth which the other rightfully represents. 


Suspicion of the professional scholar arises from the his- 
toric experience of the last century and a half. The severest 
attack upon the Christian faith in modern times did not 
emanate from the non-Christian religions, nor from those 
who were openly and unabashedly advocates of evil. The 
attack came rather from those who, professing to build 
Christian faith, proceeded to remove its foundations stone 
by stone. The school of German criticism, beginning with 
Baur in the early nineteenth century, fortified by the funda- 
mentally agnostic philosophy of Kant and by the idealism 
of Hegel, produced a rationalism that declared evangelical 
Christianity to be outworn and unacceptable to enlighten- 
ed minds. The scholars of Germany, and later those of 
England and of the United States whom they influenced, 
pronounced the stories of the Old Testament to be folklore, 
its prophecies to be simply history written after the event 
under the guise of prediction, its psalms merely the ex- 
pression of pious sentiment, its laws the taboos of a back- 
ward people, and its history a tissue of chropological and 
factual inaccuracies. Nor did the New Testament fare much 
better as time went on, for the same principles of criticism 
which had been applied in hostile fashion to the Old Test- 
ament were used in similar fashion to discredit the veracity 
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EVANGELIST .. . 
pondered theology while crusading 
horseback. 


John Wesley 





SCHOLAR . . . Robert Dick Wilson 
weighed liberal theology, found it 
wanting. 





of the New Testament. ‘The wave of skepticism and uncer- 
tainty following these deliverances of the scholars persists 
to the present day. 

Furthermore, this rise of skepticism was concomitant with 
a change in the process of theological education in America. 
When the evangelical churches in this country began found- 
ing seminaries in the nineteenth century, they discontinued 
the customary method of training ministers by apprentice- 
ship. In the colonial period and down through the Revolu- 
tionary days a young aspirant for the ministry would be 
stationed in the home of an older preacher, where he would 
read theology under the direction of the older man and 
learn the practical aspects of the ministry by observation. 
With the rise of formal seminary training, learning was 
placed in the hands of teachers, who could more easily di- 
vorce it from practicality. The teachers became a profes- 
sional class who devoted themselves much more to scholas- 
tic pursuits than to preaching. The result was a desire to 
follow learning for its own sake, a tendency to substitute 
the theoretical for the practical, and the rise of speculative 
and consequently sometimes heretical, theology. The ra- 
tionalistic approach, accentuated by what the American pro- 
fessors sometimes learned in foreign schools, helped to lay 
the foundations for theological liberalism. Like teacher, 
like student. If the teacher engendered doubts in the minds 
of his pupils, they were likely to echo them with a more 
exaggerated skepticism of their own. 

This type of “scholarship” would necessarily belittle 
evangelism and the evangelical theology and condemn it 
with that severest of all epithets, “unscholarly.” It would 
look upon all evangelistic preaching as an appeal to primi- 
tive emotions: naive in its approach, hopelessly antiquated 
in its thinking, and juvenile in its appeal. To rationalistic 
scholars the evangelist is a noisy nuisance. 

(Continued on page 39) 
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MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Ssaiah 





WOE UNTO THEM THAT DECREE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS 
(10:1) 

The ethical teachings of the Word of God leave no place 
for equivocation, and the judgments of God against breach- 
es of His holy law are sure and certain. When God says 
“Woe,” we may be sure that it is the announcement of 
wrath, stored up in the divine storehouse against the day 
of judgment. The first verses of this chapter are the conclu- 
sion of the judgments which have been previously an- 
nounced. This time, however, He deals directly with the 
spiritual leaders who have misled the people. They have 
become so set in their greed that they whose function it is 
to administer true justice turn the law in such a way that 
it shall bring them profit at the expense of those who come 
to the courts for justice. God hates injustice and will deal 


with any selfish use of power. 
Lord, may we follow after righteousness. 


TO ROB THE POOR OF MY PEOPLE OF THEIR RIGHT 
(10:2) 

When the Lord Jesus was on earth the severest burden of 
His preaching was against those who are pictured in these 
verses. He pronounced woe upon the scribes and the Phari- 
sees who sit in Moses’ seat, making laws that were for their 
own interests but against the poor, binding “heavy burdens 
and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; 
but they themselves will not move them with one of their 
fingers” (Matt. 23:2, 4). How like God’s Word through 
Isaiah is that of the Lord Jesus who pronounced woe on 
those who “devour widows’” houses (Matt. 23:14). And 
must we not include here those who call themselves “priests” 
and who take money from the widow and the orphan for 
the saying of “masses” for the repose of the souls of the 
dead in an imaginary “purgatory”? God’s wrath is stored 
up against all such abuses and will be poured out in His 
day. 

. Lord, make us sensitive to Thy ways of justice. 
WHAT WILL YOU DO IN THE DAY OF PUNISHMENT? 
(10:3) 

When writing the previous meditation I put down a 
sentence which I later crossed out. I had written, “God 
help all who do such things,” but then I realized that the 
whole force of the present pronouncement of woe is that 
God is saying that He will not ‘help them. The day of grace 
will be over, and the day of visitation will have arrived. 
Men must realize that God hates iniquity, and that the 
day of His wrath against the things that He hates will 
surely come. There will be no deliverance. There will be no 
place to hide. Those who have lorded it over men will find 
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themselves as the fine dust of the balance before God, to be 
blown away in judgment (Isa. 40:15). Their destiny is an- 
nounced and their doom is sure. The saints shall even sing 
the Hallelujah chorus when the judgment is accomplished 


(Rev. 19:1). 
s Lord, teach us Thine hatred of evil. 


WHERE WILL YOU LEAVE YOUR WEALTH? (10:3) 

This is the Biblical statement that “you can’t take it 
with you.” A humorous magazine once carried a cartoon 
without a title—it showed a hearse in a funeral procession 
followed by an armored car with guards. But almost every 
language had a proverb similar to that of the Italians which 
says that there are no pockets in shrouds. The glory, the 
honor, the wealth of men are the things they have been 
vain-glorious about. They will find no place to flee, and 
there will be no means of depositing the things or the 
position which they have cherished. Let us face the great 
fact that nothing will outlast this life except that which 
we have found and rooted in the Lord Jesus Christ. “For all 
that is in the world . . . is not of the Father, but is of the 
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof; 
but He that doeth the will of God abideth forever. 

Lord, may we do Thy will. 


WITHOUT ME THEY BOW .. . THEY FALL .. . (10:4) 


God has given us to see many illustrations of this in real 
life in our own generation. Mussolini and horde of syco- 
phants that followed after him knew what it was to lose 
place, wealth and honor and flee in despair until they were 
killed-and their bodies exposed to the scorn of the passing 
mob. The eye-witness accounts of the last days of Hitler show 
how he was afraid of the same treatment, and shot himself 
after leaving orders that his body should be burned. The 
generals waited in one room, heard the report that Hitler 
was now reduced to small ashes, and then left, too late, to 
seek escape before falling into the hands of the Russians. 
There may be those who have “gotten away” with their 
particular brand of despotism, but in the judgment day they 
will be lower than prisoners and less than corpses. 

Lord, teach us to yield to Thee. 


FOR ALL THIS HIS ANGER IS NOT TURNED AWAY (10:4) 


This is the fifth time that this chorus of doom is recited, 
and, thank God, it is the last. We have somewhat the same 
feeling as that which comes to us when we read in the book 
of Revelation that there was another sign in Heaven, that 
of the seven messengers bringing the seven last plagues, 


“for in them is filled up the wrath of God” (Rev. 15:1). 


(Continued on page 35) 
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sang the angels, yet he 


“Christ is born,’ 


was in the beginning. 
By F. W. Boreham 


ROFESSOR GORDON CHILDE, an Australian who 
Pr: achieved great distinction overseas, declares that 
three outstanding landmarks distinguish humanity’s pil- 
grimage from savagery to civilization. The first was the dis- 
covery of the potentiality of metals; the second was the 
invention of the alphabet; and the third was the introduc- 
tion of coinage. And, on the whole, Professor Childe thinks 
the creation of the alphabet the most notable of the three. 
Now the letters of the alphabet have, in our time, come 
into extraordinary prominence. We go through life mut- 
tering an interminable and incomprehensible jargon of in- 
itials. We tack initials on to our names—fore and aft—and 
we like to see every one of them in its place. In ordinary 
converstation, we speak of the U.N., the U.S.A., the Y.M.CA., 
the W.C.T.U. and so on. Our invitations are marked 
R.S.V.P. And, speaking of R.S.V.P., only this morning I 
read of a small boy who, from his boarding school, wrote 
to his father. He wrote on a postcard—for obvious reasons. 
And he was able to say all that he wished to say in three 
rows of capital letters:— 


S.0.S. 
L.S.D.* 
R.S.V.P. 


There is no end to it. Life may be defined as a small 
amount of activity entirely surrounded by the letters of the 
alphabet. 


= AM”— 


The symbolism of the alphabet rises to a sudden grandeur, 
however, when it is enlisted in the service of revelation. 
Long, long ago a startled shepherd was ordered to visit the 
court of the mightiest of earthly potentates, and to address 
him on matters of state in the name of the Most High. 


* For pounds, shillings and pence. 
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“And the Lord said unto Moses, Come now, therefore, and 
I shall send thee unto Pharaoh, and I will send thee also 
unto the children of Israel. And: Moses said unto God, Be- 
hold, when I am come unto them and shall say, The God of 
your fathers hath sent me unto you, and they shall say, 
What is His name? what shall I say unto them? And God 
said unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 
Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you!” 

“Il am—!!" 

“IT am—what?” 

For centuries and centuries that question stood unan- 
swered; that sentence remained incomplete. It was a magni- 
ficent fragment. It stood like a monument that the sculptor 
had never lived to finish; like a poem that the poet, dying 
with his music in him, had left with its closing stanzas un- 
sung. But the sculptor of that fragment was not dead; the 
singer of that song had not perished. For behold, He liveth 
for evermore! And in the fullness of time, he reappeared and 
filled in the gap that had so long stood blank. 

“I am——!” 

“I am—what?” 

“I am—the Bread of Life!” “I am—the Light of the 
World!” “I am—the Door!” “I am—the true Vine!” “I am— 
the Good Shepherd!” “I am—the Way, the Truth and the 
Life!” “I am—the Resurrection and the Life!” 

And when I come to the end of the Bible, to the last book 
of all, I find the series supplemented and completed. 

“I am—Alpha and Omega!” “I am—A and Z”! “I am— 
the Alphabet!” The symbolism of which I have spoken can 
rise to no greater height than that. What, I wonder, can 
such symbolism symbolize? 

“Inexhaustible” 

It is a'sublime revelation of the Inexhaustibility of Jesus! 
“I am Alpha and Omega!” “I am the Alphabet!” I have 
sometimes stood in one of our great public libraries. I have 
surveyed with astonishment the serried ranks of English 
literature. I have looked up, and, tier above tier, gallery 
above gallery, shelf above shelf, the books climbed to the 
very roof, whilst, both before me and behind me, they 
stretched as far as I could see. The catalogue containing the 
bare names of the books ran into several volumes. And 
yet the whole of this literature consists of these twenty-six 
letters of the alphabet arranged and re-arranged in kaleido- 
scopic variety of juxtaposition. Which, I ask myself, is the 
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THE GROWING CULT OF MARY WORSHIP 


MARY’S 
PERPETUAL 
VIRGINITY 


he Scriptures clearly teach that Mary was a virgin when 

she gave birth to Jesus Christ our Lord. The story is 

beautifully and simply recorded in Matthew 1:18-25, 
and Luke 1:26-38. Matthew tells us that after the angel had 
revealed to Joseph the secret of Mary’s conception by the 
Holy Ghost, he “took unto him his wife: and knew her not 
till she brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his 
name Jesus” (Matt. 1:24, 25). The new Catholic Confra- 
ternity Version translates similarly, “And he did not know 
her till she brought forth her firstborn son” (Matt. 1:25 
Confra. V.). However, an extended note is appended that 
reads in part as follows: 


Till: the word may mark a point of time up to 
which a state, an action or inaction continues, with- 
out implying any change thereafter; . . . Thus the 
apostolic doctrine of Mary’s perpetual virginity is in no 
way denied by these words. 

Roman theology has determined upon Mary’s sinlessness, 
and it seems to be necessary for the theologians to insist 
upon her perpetual virginity. Is the marriage bed defiled? 
Not according to God’s Word. “Marriage is honorable in 
all, and the bed undefiled” (Heb. 13:4). Bishop Sheen fol- 
lows, not the Scriptures, but Romanism’s pattern of thought 
when he says, “Mary was not sinless because she was a 
virgin, but the best sign of her sinlessness was her virginity.” 
We would like to remark that if the best sign of sinlessness 
is virginity, then there are many sinless people in the world. 
We doubt if he would care to follow through on his own 
logic. 

Catholic theologians believe and teach that Mary took a 
vow of perpetual virginity when she was fifteen or sixteen 
years of age. How do they know that Mary ever took such 
a vow? “We know it,” they say, “from the answer Mary gave 
to the angel.” We shall let Bishop Sheen speak as a worthy 
representative for his church. Recalling that Mary was 
perplexed at the angel’s announcement that she should be- 
come a mother, he writes: 

This great honor created a problem for Mary, who 


20 Tomorrow is the day when idle men work and fools repent 
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had vowed to give her body as well as her soul to God. 
Therefore she could never be a mother. As she put 
it: “I know not man. I have willed not to know man.” 


Note well how Sheen adds to the Scriptures. He makes 
Mary say, “I have willed not to know man.” Absolutely 
nothing in the text permits of such an addition: Nor is 
this unscriptural and unwarranted expansion of the text 
peculiar to one over-zealous devotee of Mary. It is commonly 
accepted as authoritative in Roman theology today. The 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine text carries the follow- 
ing note on Luke 1:34: 

Mary did not doubt, as did Zachary, that the angel’s 
words would be fulfilled, but prudently inquired how 
this would be accomplished, since she had firmly re- 
solved to remain a virgin. 

To one who is unaccustomed to accept as truth any state- 
ment, however far-fetched, on the mere dictum of a church 
body, the question naturally arises: “If Mary actually had 
vowed to be a perpetual virgin, then why did she become 
espoused to Joseph to become his wife?” Surely if a person 
wished to remain a virgin throughout life, he would decide 
against marriage. 

However, Roman Catholic theology is not embarrassed 
by such a question. Indeed they have even anticipated the 
question, for they affirm that, while the vow: of virginity 
today is taken only outside of human espousals or marriage, 
among the ancient Jews and among some great Christian 
saints the vow of virginity was sometimes taken along with 
espousals. Marriage symbolically then became the frame into 
which the picture of virginity was placed. Such a marriage, 
they say, was actually the type of marriage which took 
place between Mary and Joseph. It is significant that in 
these assertions no names are given nor are definite ex- 
amples cited. 

A further question is inevitable. If both Joseph and Mary 
had taken a vow of life-long virginity, why did they consider 
marriage at all? Two reasons are put forward by Rome. 
The first reason for their marriage was that it kept Mary 
covered with honor until the time came for her to reveal 
the Virgin Birth. Secondly, it would put Joseph in a perfect 
position to testify to the purity of Mary. 

Both of the above reasons are predicated from the divine 
side, and obviously not from the human side, for Mary and 
Joseph became espoused to one another before the visit of 
the angel of the annunciation. The question that persists in 
our minds is elicited from consideration of the human side. 
Why did Mary and Joseph plan to be married if they each 
had previously vowed life-long virginity? So far as we know, 
the Roman Catholic Church has offered neither a possible 
answer nor plausible explanation to this query. 

Whether Mary was a perpetual virgin or not is incon- 
sequential to a Protestant Christian. Here, for the Protestant 
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the Fabric of this Roman Catholic Heresy 


MARY’S BODILY 
ASSUMPTION 
INTO HEAVEN 


newest dogma of the bodily assumption of Mary into 

heaven. All the faithful must now believe it to be a 
part of the Apostolic deposit of faith. Thus another tradi- 
tion that has not the slightest ground of scriptural author- 
ity is elevated by Rome to a doctrinal position equally 
with the written Word of God. 


Protestants were shocked and could not understand how 
intelligent Catholics could swallow it. The fact is that so 
few Protestants realize how far-reaching and absolute is 
the power and authority of the Catholic Church over the 
minds of her members. Joseph Duhr in his book, The 
Glorious Assumption of the Mother of God, frankly states 
in his opening chapter, “Concerning truths we are bound 
to believe, the only authority to be consulted is the holy 
Church. . . . The domain of revelation is properly her 
domain. Christ has bequeathed it to her alone.” We do 
not hesitate to answer that not only is the revelation of 
divine truth not the domain of the church, but the Holy 
Spirit, whose domain it really is, has pronounced a curse 
upon anyone who would dare to add to the inspired writ- 
ings of the New Testament (Rev. 22:18). 


Rome’s newest dogma hangs upon the thinnest kind of 
a traditional thread. In the early Middle Ages there were 
two traditions about Mary's departure from this life. One 
was that she never died, but that, as with Enoch, the Lord 
just took her to Himself. But this tradition was embarrassed 
by the fact that there was a certain place in Jerusalem 
pointed out to pilgrims as “the tomb of the Virgin Mary.” 
There were others who claimed that Mary’s tomb was in 
Ephesus, where she lived her last days with the apostle 
John, the bishop of that church. Those who were eager to 
believe that the “Blessed Virgin and Mother of God” was 
bodily in heaven, combined the two ideas saying that she 
really died, but was secretly resurrected and taken to heav- 
en before her body corrupted. Giordini gives the following 
“authentic” description of Mary’s death as derived from 
tradition: 


Pre Pius XII on November 1, 1950 proclaimed this 
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The day came when she serenely and sweetly slept 
away in the presence of the Apostles, as peaceful and in- 
nocent of death as all human creatures would have been 
had it not been for the fall of Eve, the first mother. 
Drawn by her ardent desire to be united with the Trin- 
ity, Mary passed to Heaven in a kind of ecstasy, in an 
effusion of love just as the Son of her love had expired 
on the terrible cross. It has also been said that she died 
of the invisible wound received on Calvary when her 
Son was crucified. 


Then Giordini goes on to say that her death was not 
such as we know and suffer. Mary’s death was something 
sweet and swift. Her death was a counterpart of the virginal 
birth that was accomplished without pain. A choir of an- 
gels is said to have been heard singing the sweetest music 
when Mary breathed her last breath. Suddenly, from the 
midst of the apostles and angels, Jesus took the soul of His 
“most sweet Mother—the all-Pure, the all-holy, the all-fair— 
and with exulting joy carried it to heaven.” The arrival of 
Mary in heaven brought such joy to the heavenly hosts as 
the human imagination can not comprehend. At last the 
angels and saints in Heaven had a Mother. They had been 
waiting for her forever! From the moment she entered, the 
heavenly courts were filled with a new peace and lighted 
with a new light, that of Virginal Motherhood. 


As one reads these stories it is evident that an overly 
sentimental imagination has been permitted to run wild. 
Catholic writers defend such sentimental excesses with their 
oft-repeated and fondly phrased sentence, “It is impossible 
to praise Mary too much.” 


‘Continuing the story of Mary’s death and resurrection, it 
is interesting how tradition ascribes to Thomas the honor 
of discovering her empty tomb. For some reason Thomas 
was not present with the other apostles to witness the death 
of that “most sweet mother,” and soon after when he re- 
turned to venerate her body, he found the tomb empty! 
Immediately all the faithful, so the tradition goes, were at 
once convinced that her Son had raised her body to be 
reunited with her soul, so that she could be immediately ex- 
alted as “Queen of Heaven through the gratitude of her 
Son.” 


The belief in Mary’s bodily assumption into heaven fol- 
lows logically upon Rome’s peculiar and exaggerated con- 
ception of Mary as the Mother of God. The spotless Mother 
of the divine Saviour ought to escape the corruption of the 
grave; she ought to rise from the dead. Thus Mary’s as- 
sumption naturally came to be regarded as a logical neces- 
sity. 

Bennet and Winch, in their recent book, The Assump- 
tion of Our Lady and Catholic Theology, frankly confess 
that during the first five hundred years no orthodox writer 
so much as mentions the assumption of Mary, nor refers to 
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THE BATTLE OF THE CROSS 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


The Exalted Humbled 


It is well known that the Lord Jesus repeated some of His 
sermons. A close study of the Gospels reveals the fact that 
He set forth certain truths under widely differing circum- 
stances, using the same illustrations over again, and at times 
drawing the same conclusion from widely differing incidents. 
This is especially seen in one sentence which He spoke on 
three different occasions, “Whosoever exalts himself will 
be humbled; and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” 
I believe that the thrice-repeated phrase can be understood 
only in the light of what He Himself did at the cross. Or to 
put it in another way, what He did at the cross was the 
final exemplification of the truth of His statement and, at 
the same time, the full proof of the hollowness of Satan’s 
flimsy pretense. The first time we find this phrase is at the 
end of a passage of sharp criticism of the scribes and the 
Pharisees. The Lord told the people that they were to fol- 
low these leaders on their teaching out of Moses but were 
not to follow their doing, because they did their works to 
be seen of men. They wore wide signs on their foreheads 
and broad borders on their garments. They loved greetings 
in the market places and titles conferred upon them by 
the crowd. But, said Christ, “He who is greatest among you 
shall be your servant. And whosoever exalts himself will 
be humbled; and whoever humbles himself will be exalted” 
(Matt. 23:1-12). 

Qn another -occasion the .Lord was invited to eat in the 
home of a Pharisee. There were many guests and He 
watched how they all crowded to the places of honor. The 
Lord said, “When you are invited by anyone to a marriage 
feast, do not sit down in a place of honor; lest a more 
eminent man than you be invited by him; and he who 
invited you both will come and say to you, Give place to 
this man; and then you will begin with shame to take the 
lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit in the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say 
to you, ‘Friend, go up higher;’ then you will be honored 
in the presence of all who sit at table with you. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled; and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted” (Luke 14:8-12). 


On still another occasion he spoke what has become 
known as the parable of the Pharisee and the publican. 
The Pharisee looked within himself with the eyes of the 
flesh and thought that he had fulfilled the requirements of 
the moral law because he had fulfilled the ceremonial law. 
He thanked God that he had done all that was required 
and that he was not like the poor publican. The latter, how- 
ever, understood the doctrine of salvation by grace. He ac- 
gepted the bankruptcy of his own position before God. We 


29 An unregenerate man can never think positively 
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can paraphrase what he did and said as follows: “O God, 
I have nothing of works to offer. I come not daring to look 
towards Heaven. Do not deal with me on the basis of judg- 
ment, but, God, deal with me in pure grace.” His literal 
words were “God be mercy-seated to me a sinner.” There 
has been untold misunderstanding because of the transla- 
tion, “God be merciful.” God, of course, has been merciful, 
and there is nothing more that He can do for the sinner or 
that He need do for the sinner, “God be mercy-seated” 
means: deal with me on the basis of the blood sacrifice, the 
propitiation which the High Priest pours upon the mercy 
seat on the great day of atonement. Christ added, “I tell 
you this man went down to his house justified rather than 
the other; for every one who exalts himself will be humbled: 
but he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:10- 
14). 


The Humble Exalted 

Here then is a divine principle which pervades the teach- 
ings of the Lord Jesus and the whole of the Scripture. It is 
found as early as the book of Job, “When men are cast 
down, then thou shalt say, “There is lifting up;’ and He 
shall save the humble person” (Job 22:29). David, in the 
Psalms, sings, “Thou dost deliver a humble people; but the 
naughty eyes Thou dost bring down” (Ps. 18:27). Solomon 
expressed it in the Proverbs: “A man’s pride will bring 
him low; he who is lowly in spirit will obtain honor” (Prov. 
29:23). James wrote, “God opposes the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble” (Jas. 4:6). Peter used the identical 
words that James used (1 Pet. 575) and added, “Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that in 
due time He may exalt you.” 

In spite of its constant use throughout the Bible and the 
special emphasis put upon it by our Lord’s three-fold use 
of it, the principle has never been accepted by the world; 
nor is it to be found in history, ancient or modern. The 
world has built its own proverbs which are absolutely con- 
trary to the divine teaching: “Every man for himself and 
the Devil take the hindmost;” “The Lord helps those who 
help themselves;” “Might makes right;” “Money talks;” 
“God is on the side of the strongest artillery.” The proverbs 
are expressions of widely held attitudes. In our own day of 
high-pressure methods, advertising agencies and Hollywood 
publicity, it would seem that there is no possible chance of 
the world being wrong and the Lord being right. The 
formula of success in the world has simply nothing in com- 
mon with the truth expressed by the Word of God. 

It was the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, however, that 
revealed the bankruptcy of all that the world still clings to, 
and that provided the basis for the ultimate triumph of the 
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divine principle which now is in total eclipse in the world 
dominated by Satan, prince of this world and god of this 
age. - 
Satan had spoken first- His idea. had been set forth in 
his original declaration of independence. “I will ascend . . . 
I will exalt . . . I will sit . . . I will ascend . . . I will be like 
the Most High God” (Isa. 14:13, 14). To that great cry of 
pride the Lord Jehovah had answered, “Yet thou shalt be 
brought down to Hell, to the sides of the pit” (vs. 15). 

The movement of the Lord Jesus had been in exactly the 
opposite direction. Satan had said, “I will ascend.” The 
Lord Jesus Christ said in effect, “I will descend.” The 
seven-fold descent is set forth: “Who though He was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped; but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 
found in human form, He humbled Himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:6-8). 

The Bankruptcy of Satan 

The death of the Lord Jesus Christ demonstrated the 
bankruptcy of Satan’s entire theory of success. It was in 
this that He made a public example of Satan and all his 
principalities and powers. Their embattled efforts to build 
a kingdom on earth would fail. They would seek to give 
man power through the place of pride; their kingdom would 
fall. It would take a little time for. the full effect to be 
manifested, but the invisible war would come to its tri- 
umphant conclusion and all the force of Satan would be 
put down on the principles that were established when the 
Lord Jesus humbled Himself to the death, even death on a 
cross. The earth had been established as the stage from 
which the Prince of Peace would manifest the glory of 
God and the true nature of the Being who was all-power 
and all-love. As the universe looked on, a pompous figure 
stalked the boards claiming the possession of the stage in 
arrogance and by the right of self-will. He filled the stage 
with his mountebanks and put on such a whirling show of 
activity that some were temporarily blinded into thinking 
that he was indeed the real sovereign. But suddenly a little 
corner of the stage was cleared by the force of the power 
of the Lord God Almighty. The humble Saviour appeared 
and went to the cross, and the Lord God showed that this 
was His rightful King and that the principles of grace and 
kindness and gentleness and humility were the true divine 
principles. In a moment, the strutting prince was seen to 
be an incredible buffoon. The raw light of the humility of 
Christ revealed the tinseled facade of arrogant pretense for 
just what it was in truth, and the end of the deception was 
a foregone conclusion. There were those in the audience 
who turned a longing gaze on the gaudy show, and they, too. 
were therefore carried away with it, but those who saw 
clearly and who accepted without reservation the redemp- 
tive work and the principles which accompanied it, were 
exalted and shall be exalted’ forever. 

It was on the basis of this unmasking of Satan at Calvary 
that the Lord God took from the pretender all of the of- 
fices which had been given him in his unfallen state and 
deprived him of all that he had seized in the rebellion. 
Lucifer was the original possessor of certain God-given 
rights, titles and offices. As Satan he proceeded to claim 
other privileges. The death of the Lord Jesus Christ spoiled 
him of all that he had been given and of‘all that he had 
seized. We must understand the phrase as a military meta- 
phor. For example, at the end of the great battles around 
Stalingrad which resulted in the overthrow of German 
power in Russia, it was announced that a vast spoil had been 
taken from Hitler’s forces. The lists were published: so 
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many tanks were taken, so many trucks, so many pieces of 
heavy artillery, so many pieces of light artillery, so many 
machine guns, so many prisoners, all in the tens of thou.’ . 
sands; so many millions of rounds of. ammunition were 
seized, and so many hundreds of miles of territory were re- . 
claimed. But after this came something more. The Germans 
had originally possessed Germany by right of inheritance. 
They had occupied other lands by force. Now they were to 
lose all that they had occupied, and ultimately they were 
to lose their own land and their original power and would 
be crushed to death. 


The spoil which the Lord Jesus Christ took from Satan 
at the cross may, be counted in even more categories and 
in even greater dimensions. At his creation Lucifer was 
given the office of prophet, to speak for God; the office of 
priest to take the worship of the universe of creatures to 
God; the office of king to rule for God. At the moment of 
his rebellion, he, of course, forfeited the right to all of 
these offices and the practice of some of them. In the very 
nature of his fall, he gave up the office of prophet. He no 
longer spoke for God, though he has never ceased to insist 
that his voice is the voice of God. In the very nature of his 
fall, he gave up the office of priest. He no longer took wor- 
ship to God, though in a million ways he seeks such wor- 
ship and deceives multitudes in giving to him the worship 
which should go to God alone. Carefully understood, it 
will be seen also that in the very nature of his fall he lost 
the office of king, though he still retained certain domains, 
the title of which even the Lord Jesus Christ admitted was 
valid. He is still prince of this world (Jn. 12:31), still prince 
of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2), still the head of the 
world-rulers of this darkness (Eph. 6:12), still the god of 
this age (II Cor. 4:4). The cross established the basis of the 
ultimate destitution of all of these offices. God did not seize 
the authority and offices which he had given Satan, when 
the rebellion first came to light. He could have done so, of 
course, for omnipotence is infinitely beyond any degree of 
finite power. God was waiting for the cross in order to be- 
gin the work of disarming Satan. The process might seem 
slow to men, living within the ticking moments of time, but 
in the sight of the eternal God and the spirit-beings who 
are beyond time, the process was inexorable and certain. 
From the moment Christ died, the watching universe would 
see that Satan and his hosts were sentenced and that the 
present and future manifestation of his impotence and his 
complete despoiling would be carried out in accordance with 
principles so true, so certain, so perfect, that there could 
never be a whisper raised—evén in the lake of fire—against 
the fact or the method of the procedure. 


The Descent into Hell 


Although the victory was fully won by the descent of the 
Lord from glory to the cross, there was to be one more des-— 
cent of the Saviour, even into the realm of Hell. The victory 
had been won by the principle of humiliation and death. 
The prize would be seized by one more triumphant plunge 
into descent. We recite it in the Apostle’s Creed: “He des- 
cended into Hell. . . .” The early Christians who formulated 
this creed had a clear understanding of the importance of 
doctrine, and they rightly included this phrase which has 
been omitted by some modern editors of the creed, because 
they do not understand the wonderful nature of the victory 
which the Lord Jesus Christ won in His death. 

Satan was in possession of a very great spoil. He had in 
one part of Hell all the souls of all the believers from right- . 
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By HAROLD W. FIFE 


DECEMBER 18, 1955 
Jesus Man of Prayer 
Scripture: Luke 3:21-22; 4:42; 
5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28-29; 10:21-22; 11:1-13 
Devotional Reading: John 17:13-24 
Memory Selection: Luke 11:1, “Lord, Teach 
us to Pray.” 


INTRODUCTION Most of us feel the need 

of teaching on the sub- 
ject of prayer. Luke alludes to our Lord’s 
prayer fife eleven times, as many as the 
other three Is combined, so it is to 
that 1 we turn for background scrip- 
tures. disciples’ request to our Lord 
was, “Lord teach us to pray.” We can read 
books about prayer, listen to sermons on the 
subject, lessons on it, and still not 
pray in a real and vital way. As we ap- 
proach this lesson today may it be with 
the deep desire and prayer in our hearts, 
“Lord teach us to pray.” 


EXPOSITION 
Prayer is always Suitable 

The first lesson of prayer is that it is 
always applicable. Men ought always to 
pray, says our Lord, and not to faint. There 
is no experience in life in which prayer is 
out of puaee. Our readings show us Christ 
on the crest of popularity, during times of 
bitter opposition, in the extreme pressure 
of busy and crowded days, at the sublime 
moment of transfiguration, in the joyous 
and successful mission of the seventy, and 
later we find Him in the garden of Geth- 
semane. Each of these times, though vastly 
different in character and need, was an oc- 
casion of prayer. Not always was preaching 
and teaching apposite: some were seasons 
of loneliness and sadness when rejoicing 
would have been out of place, but prayer 
was always applicable. Ecclesiastes 3:2-8, 
tells us that to everything there is a season, 
and a time to every purpose under heaven: 
“A time to be born, and a time to die; a 
time to plant, and a time to pluck up what 
is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to 
build up; a time to weep, and a time to 
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance; a time to cast away stones, and a 
time to gather stones together; a time to 
embrace, and a time to refrain from em- 
bracing; a time to seek and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
a time to rend, and a time to sew; a time 
to keep silence, and a time to speak; a 
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time to love, and a time to hate; a time for 
war, and a time for peace.” But at all these 
times prayer is suitable. When the heart is 
breaking at the weside, filled with joy 
at the marriage altar, or wondering at the 
cradle, we feel instinctively that we must 
pray. When we are alone and misunder- 
stood, or when danger threatens, prayer is 
our recourse; and in those wonderful days 
of unalloyed joy when the sun is shining 
out of a cloudless heaven upon us, prayer 
is the natural expression of our rejoicing. 
So prayer is never out of place. The very 
first lesson of prayer is t men ought 
always to pray, and our Lord Jesus Christ 
is our supreme example. 


Prayer is Simple 
Our background scriptures tell us sur- 
prisingly little of the content of prayer, but 
there is an air of naturalness in the narra- 
tive that reveals the simplicity of true 
prayer. When the —— ask the Lord to 
teach them to pray (11:1), He replies in 
the simplest of terms and in the light of the 
father and children relationship. Prayer is 
turning to our ——s Father. Prayer is 
asking for help with a sense of need. 
The world is calling on egy i wr asking 
for bread and shelter, and we are destitute 
of spiritual resources so we turn to the 
Father (11:8-9 ff), Who meets the world’s 
requirements by firstly satisfying our lack. 
Too many of our prayers (and prayer 
meetings) are spoiled by our lack of sim- 
plicity and by the absence of a deep sense 
of need. We are apt to think that, if we 
can only clothe empty generalities in the 
material of fine phrases, they will be ac- 
ceptable to God. But 
Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire 
Uttered or unexpressed 
The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast 
Prayer is the simplest form of 
that infant lips can try 
Prayer the sublimest strains that 
reach the majesty on high. 
Prayer, like most simply wonderful things, 
is wonderfully simple! 


Prayer is Costly 

We must not confuse simplicity with 
casualness. Prayer requires an effort of 
will, a sacrifice of time, and a yieldedness 
to the will of God. Again and again Jesus 
withdrew Himself from the busy stream of 
life to commune with His Father, and we 
cannot afford to neglect what Christ Him- 
self needed. He shows us in these very acts 
that if a life is to be of real and continu- 
ous devotion to God it must have its times 
of private communion. These are the 
streams which feed the river of devotion. 
But prayer is costly to us because it means 
adjustment to the will of God. If we are 





to pray, “give us this day,” we must first 
have prayed, “Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. If we would say, “For- 
give me my sins,” we must first have been 
willing to forgive them who sin against us. 
If we want to hold on to wrong living, if 
we cherish quarrels with others, if we dare 
not let our account books face the light of 
heaven, if we, in short, are not willing for 
God’s will in our lives, then we shall never 
know true prayer. The cost of real prayer 
is our willingness to have our lives be con- 
formed to His will. 


Prayer is Transforming 

Upon two occasions in the life of our 
Lord visible signs showed His full possession 
of the Divine Spirit—at His baptism and 
transfiguration. On both of these occasions 
Luke specifically refers to His praying: 
“Jesus also being baptized and praying, 
the heaven was aes and the Holy Ghost 
descended in a ily shape like a dove 
upon Him, and a voice came from heaven 
which said, “Thou art my beloved Son: in 
Thee I am well pleased,’” (Luke 3:21-22). 
“He went into a mountain to pray. And 
as he prayed the fashion of His countenance 
was altered, and His raiment was white 
and glistering” (Luke 9:28,29). If we would 
have the Holy Spirit in His fullness to hush 
our doubts and fears, to rebuke our sins, 
and to fashion us in Christ's likeness, we 
must pray with regular, quiet persistence 
and yielded wills. We shall then often see 
circumstances change and people alter, but 
first of all we shall be transformed. As Dr. 
Alexander Maclaren says, “If we would have 
the fashion of our countenance altered, the 
wrinkles of care wiped out, the traces of 
tears dried up, the blotches of unclean liv- 
ing healed, and all the brands of worldliness 
and evil exchanged for the name of God 
written on our foreheads, and the reflected 
glory irradiating our faces, we must do as 
Christ did—pray. So, and only so will God’s 
Spirit fill our hearts, God’s brightness flash 
in our faces, and the vesture of heaven 
clothe our nakedness.” 


Perhaps our best sum- 
mary is a quotation from 
Dr. S. D. Gordon: “The Holy Spirit makes 
it very plain throughout Luke’s narrative 
that the man Christ Jesus prayed; prayed 
much; needed to pray; loved to pray. Oh 
when shall we men down here, sent into 
the world as He was sent into the world, 
with the same mission, the same field, the 
same Satan to combat, the same Holy Spirit 
to empower, find out that power is in keep- 
ing closest connection with the Sender, and 
completest insulation from the power-ab- 
sorbing world.” 


SUMMARY 


DECEMBER 25, 1955 
Songs of the Saviour’s Birth 


Background Scripture: Luke 1:5-80; 2:29-32 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 11:1-9 
Memory Selection: Luke: 2:14 “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men with whom He is pleased!” 


INTRODUCTION ‘Where is God my Maker, 

who giveth songs in the 
night (Job 35:10)? Today we study together 
“Songs of the Saviour’s birth,” and the 
opening sentence gives the dark background 
to them with the words,” There was in 
the days of Herod the King of Judaea. . . .” 
The light of the Saviour’s birth broke over 
a dark scene, for the licentiousness and 
cruelty of Herod’s court was proverbial. 
Says Dean Farrar, “Deaths by strangulation, 
deaths by burning, deaths by being cleft 
asunder, deaths by secret assasination, con- 
fessions forced by unutterable torture, acts 
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of insolent and inhuman lust, mark the an- 
nals of a reign that was so cruel that, it was 
reported, the survivors during his lifetime 
were even more miserable than the suffer- 
ers.” In the dark of such a night came 
heavenly music. 


EXPOSITION 
The Homes 

These. God-given songs began in simple 
homes and hearts, and although these have 
since become world famous, we must not 
lose sight of their humble origin. Zacharias 
and Elizabeth were both of priestly lineage. 
Zacharias was of the course of Abijah (the 
word translated “course” implies a system 
of rotation, each set or course of the 
priests serving from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
(cf. I Chron. 24:10), and Elizabeth was of 
the honored line of Aaron. Despite the 
age “in which they lived and their keen 
personal disappointment Le 7), they were 
righteous before God and earnest in the 
observance of the law. When Zacharias was 
about his sacred duty in the temple, God 
spoke to him through an angel, and the 
tide of eternity flowed into his life. So it 
always is. Lives prepared by righteous and 
consistently godly living, busy and faithful 
to the tasks already committed, are those 
most ready for the greater vision and those 
tuned ready for the divine song. Mary came 
from Nazareth, a town of probably 10,000- 
20,000 inhabitants with a reputation as a 
hot-bed of corruption. This village maiden 
with the royal blood of David in her veins, 
by her quiet walk with God, lived above her 
circumstances and environment and was 
ready for God’s great purpose. The three 
things we read about Mary as God saw her 
are full of beauty and meaning, “Hail, the 
Lord is with thee,” “Thou art endued with 
grace” (Luke 1:28 A.R.V.m.), “Thou hast 
found favour with God” (1:30 A.R.V.). 
In the sinful Nazareth, then, Mary lived 
endued with grace, wonderfully blessed 
with the presence of God, and rejoicing in 
His favor. Such a life, possible to each of 
us, is never far from song. 


Mary’s Song 

Mary’s song, known as the Magnificat, is 
pure Hebrew poetry and gathers almost all 
its beautiful content from Hannah’s song 
(I Sam. 2) and the Psalms. It is significant 
that the angel message left Mary first 
troubled (vs. 29), then questioning, and 
finally humbly submissive (vs. 28). When 
confirmation was given through the lips 
of Elizabeth (vss. 41-45), the burst of praise 
sprang spontaneously from Mary’s heart. 
How sweet, in this tremendous story of the 
incarnation, is the comingling of human 
and divine, of the natural and supernatural! 
What a delightfully human and womanly 
touch it is that Mary, hurrying off to her 
friend Elizabeth with the wonderful secret 
(showing her kinship with the millions of 
women before and since who have hurried 
on similar errands), receives there in that 
y home the seal of the angel’s visit! 
What a wonderful setting for her hymn of 
praise! Dr. Maclaren divides the song into 
four sections: the expression of devout emo- 
tion (vss. 46-48); the great fact from which 
they arise (vss. 48-50); the consequences of 
the fact (vss. 51-53); and its aspect to Is- 
rael as fulfillment of promise. For our 
purpose it may suffice to say that it breathes 
throughout a _ beautifully humble and 
praiseful spirit. Not once does she men- 
tion by name the great gift which God has 
promised but focuses on magnifying the 
Lord, anticipating His blessings, and trac- 
ing His promises. It is indeed the mark of 
a devout spirit when, in times of greatest 
blessing, we are Lyme ws occupied in 
praise to God and in laying ourselves in 
adoration at His feet. Now she rejoices in 
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the promise of the Son, presently she is to 
be warned by the promise of the sword 
that shall pierce her heart; we are best 
prepared for either or both when we accept 
them from the Lord in the spirit of humble 
worship. 
Zacharias’ Song 

Zacharias was in the temple burning in- 
cense before God (vss. 8-11) when the angel 
brought the message that was to transform 
his and Elizabeth's lives. Yet, despite their 
godly home and righteous walk with God, 
doubt had invaded the secret places of their 
hearts, and they were unready for God be- 
cause His purposes were too great for their 
faith. For This reason, neither the temple, 
the prayer of the multitude, nor the ap- 
pearance of the angel and his message 
could convince Zacharias (vs. 18). So in the 
midst of our worship and service we can 
nourish unbelief and be denuded of power, 
and the most glorious news (vs. 19) will 
leave us dumb with unbelief (vs. 20). God, 
however, deals in grace with His children, 
and when we are faithless He abideth faith- 
ful. So the child came, and when John was 
circumcised and named (note the delight- 
fully human touch, “there is none of thy 
kindred called by this name” (vs. 61), 
Zacharias’ obedience is complete, and his 
song of praise begins—for joy follows obed- 
ience to God as day follows dawn. The 
song falls into three main sections: praise 
for the coming of Messiah and the long- 
awaited fulfilment of —- (vss. 68-75); 
the dramatic address to his unhearing son 
with its clear prophetic note (vss. 76-77); 
and the final glorious conception of the 
coming of Christ as daybreak for humanity 
(vss. 78-79). 


Song of Heaven 


The incarnation of the Son of God is 
tender with human relationships and famil- 
iar with earthly scenes: the homes; the men 
and women; the anticipated births; the in- 
terplay of human emotions of love, doubt, 
fear, faith and joy; the tedious caravan 
journey with its destination the stable; the 
shepherds in the field; and, in the back- 
ground, the somber shadow of Herod. 
Breaking into these earthly scenes is Deity, 
so we have the unshakable promises, the 
angelic visitations, and the song of the 
heavenly hosts (2:13-14). Probably few brief 
passages of Scripture have been so widely 
misunderstood as “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will to- 
ward men.” The cynic points to the years 
of war that have ensued and asks, “Where 
is the peace?” The American Standard Re- 
vised Version gives it, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among men in 
whom He is well pleased.” The only way 
of knowing peace on earth, is to enjoy the 
pleasure and blessing of God through 
knowing His Son Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. “My peace I give unto you,” says 
Jesus, and that is the only way we can have 
peace. The message of Christmas is not that 
men can ignore God, please themselves, and 
yet be at peace. It is that unto us is born 
a Saviour which is Christ the Lord, and, 
as the heavenly host found its joy and song 


| in contemplating the Saviour, so must we. 


The songs to which we 
have been listening have 
come from the fulfillment of God’s promises 
and predictions in the Old Testament and 
from the hearts of those who were ready 
for God to work through them. The great 
surging world around, busy with its own 
affairs, knew nothing of God’s purposes be- 
ing worked out. This knowl , then as 
now, was confirmed to those who knew 
God. Says Isaac Williams, “The unfathom- 


SUMMARY 





able depths of the Divine counsels were 
moved; the fountains of the great deep 
were broken up; the healing of the nations 
was issuing forth; but nothing was seen on 
the surface of human society but this slight 
tippling of the water.” Those ripples have 
been widening through the world ever 
since, washing away mankind's burden and 
sin, lifting lives on the tide of divine love, 
and bringing salvation. Is the water of life 
flowing freely to and through us? 


JANUARY 1, 1956 
Jesus Rebukes Insincerity 
Background Scripture: Luke 11:14—12:3, 
54-59 


Devotional Reading: Psalms 24:1-6 
Memory Selection: Luke 11:23 “He who 
is not with me is against me and he who 

does not gather with me scatters.” 


INTRODUCTION “Rebuke a wise man and 
he will love thee,”. says 
Proverbs 9:8, and certainly it is one of the 
marks of growing wisdom when we can ac- 
cept with humility a rebuke. Today’s lesson 

es us through a very solemn part of our 
Lord’s teaching from which we can all 
learn a great deal. When those lips of love 
speak severely, we do well to listen with 
earnest attention and—seeing there is in- 
sincerity in the best of us—an eager deter- 
mination to heed His rebukes. 


EXPOSITION 


Insincere Attitudes to Christ 


The people listened to Him as He taught, 
watched Him as He healed the dumb, Sad 
then, while some attributed His power to the 
chief of devils, others demanded (note the 
motive in vs. 16) a sign from heaven. There 
is honest doubt, which Christ will meet as 
He did Thomas's after the resurrection, but 
there is sham unbelief which, approaching 
Christ with the fixed prejudice not to be- 
lieve, will blind itself to the obvious and 
always ask for one more sign as a pre- 
requisite of faith. Such an attitude, fre- 
quently masquerading as intellectual diffi- 
culty, is really an insincere pretence cover- 
ing a determination to avoid believing in 
Christ. The evidence of 1900 years of 
Christ working through lives and history 
should convince the unbiased mind that in 
Christ the Kingdom of God is come upon 
us. As Sir Charles Marston F.S.A. writes in 
his book The Bible comes Alive, “The in- 
credulity with which some regard Bible 
statements is in painful contrast with the 
credulity with which they accept so-called 
scientific lations.” The reason for this 
is the fallen nature. For our own good 
Christ tears the veil from our unbelief in 
the following two parables. The strong 
man armed that keepeth the palace intact 
and in peace is surely the unawakened 
spirit. The stronger that overcomes him is 
Christ demanding a new attitude and al- 
legiance. Once we are made aware of the 
claims of Christ our peace, satisfaction, and 
spiritual integrity can only be kept by 
yielding Him unstinted allegiance. The is- 
sue is clear and cannot be evaded by im- 
agined doubts.” He that is not with Me 
is against Me; and he that gathereth not 
with Me scattereth (11:23). If hesitation by 
cultivated doubt is one form of insincerity, 
empty morality and religion is another and 
more dangerous. It empties the life of some 
of the more obvious sins and o the 
door wide to worse and more subtle evils 
such as h isy, self-righteousness and 
pride; and his last state is worse than his 
first (vs. 26). What man needs is not only 
a cleansed life but a filled one, and that is 
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’ precisely what Christ offers, for He said, “I 
came that they might have life and have it 
more abundantly.” To refuse to put that 
offer to the test is evident insincerity. 
Hearing these words a woman cries with 
emotion, “Blessed is the womb that bare 
thee and the paps which thou hast sucked.” 
But He said, “Yea, rather blessed are they - 

‘that hear the word of God and keep it.” 
Sentimental attachment to the mother of 
our Lord, though appealing to the flesh 
and emotions, is no substitute for obed- 
ience to Him. Thus the masks behind 
which we seek shelter are torn from us, 
and we are left face to face with Him with 
the challenging words, “He that is not 
with me is against me.” 


Insincere Attitudes to Truth 


As they listened there appeared to be an 
insistent request for a sign. Christ points out 
that even Nineveh repented when Jonah 
. preached, for preaching in the power of 
the Spirit is a divine sign (cf. I. Cor. 1:21), 
and the queen of the South (I Kings 10:1) 
travelled far to hear the wisdom of God. 
A candle gives light only to the man that 
will open his eyes and look. If we are look- 
ing for spiritual illumination, we shall find 
it in Christ, and His word will flash its rad- 
iance into every part of our being (vs. 36). 
To the blind, however, midday is midnight 
(vs. 34). If we pull down the shutters of 
mind and spirit so that the light of Christ 
does not illuminate us, then we choose to 
live in perpetual midnight, and people with 
fewer opportunities but greater responsive- 
ness will rightly rise in judgment on us. 
These people asking for a sign did not 
need more light but greater response to the 
light already shining. Presently the greatest 
Jonah sign of all was to be given for Christ 
was to die and rise again. But still they 
would not believe. If we walk in darkness, 
it is because we have willfully shuttered 
our minds to the light, and if, despite this, 
we ask for more light, it is but the measure 
of our insincerity. We have, troglodyte 
fashion, dug our spiritual caves in the 
bowels of the earth, and then pleaded that 
we cannot see without more light! 


Insincere Attitudes to Life 


The Pharisee who invited Christ to din- 
ner (morning or noon-tide meal) was 
shocked because He had not first washed 
(vs. 38). The word used here for “washed” 
is “to baptize” (to make wholly wet) and 
shows that Christ, after contact with the 
crowds, was expected to conform to the 
Pharisee’s standard of ceremonial cleansing 
before eating (see setting of the same word 
in Mark 7:4). The reply is a scathing in- 
dictment of those whose religion consists 
solely of outward forms at the expense of 
judgment and love. In a three-fold solemn 
warning of woe (vss. 42, 43, 44), Christ 
likens them to a dish clean outside and 
filthy within, or to a too shallow grave 
which, while it appears all right, poisons 
the atmosphere. Outward forms of attend- 
ance on God with phraseology to match, 
which but hide uncleansed hearts, un- 
renewed minds, and disobedient wills, are 
more nauseating to God than they are to 
man. Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees. 
This is not a plea for the abandonment of 
outward forms (“these ought ye to have 
done and not to leave the other undone”); 
it is an assertion that outward forms with- 
out a corresponding inward experience 
constitute h isy. The lawyers standing 
by had an even more severe indictment, 
each section of which is introduced by the 
word “woe”: Their religion consisted of 
adding burdens to others instead of lifting 
them (vs. 46). They built ornamental sepul- 
chres to the prophets killed by their own 
ancestors and still perpet2ated similar in- 


December 1955 





“ew NURSERY COURSE 


FIRST 





Creation The Boy 
David oe 
The Baby A Friend 
Jesus of God 
The Boy Noah and 
Jesus the Ark 
A Little Boy 
Jesus, 
Our Friend —— 
The Baby Daniel, 
Moses a Brave Man 





Replacing the old Cradle Roll Lesson series, this new 
course also includes a full-color Bible story paper for every 


Sunday of the year, and a packet of visual aids. 


The Teacher’s Manual 


A big 8¥2 x 11-inch book, spiral bound in shiny Krome- 
kote. It contains songs, finger plays, activities, teaching 


BIBLE LESSONS 


This brand-new course features 
52 easy Bible lessons with twelve 
lesson themes as follows: 





suggestions, and handwork outlines, in addition to a year’s course of Bible-centered lessons. 
This complete manual also outlines the chalk talk for use on fourth Sundays of each month. 


Teaching and Pupil Aids 
VISUAL AIDS PACKET includes a full-color flannelgraph lesson, a cyt-out lesson, and a Bible-art 


picture for each of the twelve lesson themes outlined above. No. 2661......... $3.25 per packet 
A delightful four-page My Bible Story Paper in full color for weekly distribution. Carries the Bible 
lesson over to the child’s home life. No. 2660... 
Also available for use with this course are 4 construction paper books of things to make. 
Bible Activity Books Nos. 2436, 2437, 2438, 2439 





eee e eee rene eseee 


eee reereree 









| teehee) 









WILLIAMS’ / ' 

* AT YOUR ! 

NEW TESTAMENT : 

all verses numbered CHRISTIAN 

Pipe Fae oa 4 BOOKSTORE : 

n Sactsctthin i sass. ccna mMoopy PREss ! 

57S pages LEATHER Wen7Ha}") -s998'\ “DUS CATION | 
54"x7%" PAPER BINDING.......-. 1.75 , 





tolerant infamies in the name of religion. 
Presently that same attitude was to make 
them cry, “Crucify Him,” of the Son of 
God. Our present civilization still makes 
martyrs of its best people and later builds 
statues to them. We often pay lip tribute 
to people whose characters we destroy with 
our tongues! Do we not also deny with our 
lives the Lord to whom we owe allegiance? 
They took away the key of knowledge from 
those who sought the way (vs. 52). The 
key of revelation that was to unlock the 
door of truth to them, and through them 
to others, was lying unused in their pockets. 
Every time we will not obey God, we not 
only miss His best ourselves, but we keep 
the door locked on others. 
SUMMARY As this discourse proceed- 
ed, a tremendous crowd 
gathered (12:1), and to them Christ applied 
these solemn truths. There is coming a 


.are; the things we have 


time when all sham and noe will be 
uncovered and when the hidden things 
shall be brought to light. Face this tre- 
mendous truth. What we really think, and 
in secret 
and quietly uttered only to ourselves—these 
things shall be blazoned abroad. If we stay 
to meditate upon that, we shall be ready 
for our final thought (12:54-59). If you see 
a cloud, you know a shower is coming and 
take precautions. Do you not have a cloud 
on your conscience that tells you a shower 
of judgment is inevitable? Do you not know 
that that Judge is already aware of your 
true guilt (Heb. 4:13)? Then, says Christ, 
either take steps to be forgiven and deliver- 
ed, or be prepared to for your sin to 
the very last mite (vs. 59). The only 
grounds for forgiveness is to come confess- 
ing our need to Christ and receive Him as 
Saviour and Lord. 
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ire. He 
as to delay action would be fatal, he took 
the only course to him, putting the 
aircraft into a climb until a more rarefied 
atmosphere killed the rat. Whether or not 
the story is factual is unimportant. It is a 


Be not Afraid 
Thus our passage begins. Fear at the 
root of our thinking saps our strength and 
mars our testimony. Fear warns of impend- 


ing in order that we may ayoid it. 
Jesus uses a tender introduction (“I say un- 
to you “My friends’” vs. 4) to instruct in 
the right use of fear, but the lesson is 
solemn: “Fear Him who has the power to 
cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, fear 
Him.” There can be no doubt as to the 
meaning here: it is that the only true use 
of fear is to warn us of the danger of neg- 
lecting God, who alone has power—should 
we consistently reject Him and His mercy— 
to cast into Gehenna. Men can at worst de- 
stroy only the body; that is incidental com- 
= to the saving or losing of the soul. 

our only fear is that of displeasing God 
and we therefore put our life in His hands, 
what do we find? t—such is His care of 
us—the hairs of our head are numbered 
and we are precious to Him (vss. 6, 7). The 
crucial- issue is our allegiance to Him and 
our responsiveness to the Holy Spirit (vss. 
8-10). Persecution must come, but, cared 
for by the infinite love of God, redeemed 
by the precious blood of Christ, and em- 
powered by the Holy Spirit (vss. 11-12), we 
are fully equipped to meet it. The hymn 
writers Tate and Brady summed up this 
passage admirably as long ago as 1696 when 
they wrote: 

Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then 

Have nothing else to fear; 

Make but His service your delight, 

Your wants shall be His care. 


Beware of Covetousness 

An intrusion in the form of a question 
from one of the crowd gives Christ an op- 
portunity for a further word of warnin 
“Beware of covetousness for a man’s li 
consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he th.” Possessions are 
baggage (much of it heavy to carry and not 
wanted on voyage!) and quite useless with- 
out life. A man could be on an island own- 
ing the most luxurious motor car in the 
world with every conceivable modern de- 
vice, but it would be dead, useless and an 
encumbrance without spirit. Man may ac- 
cumulate wealth and all the products of 
modern ingenuity, but are dead and 
useless without spiritual life. So Jesus tells 
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successful farmer whose vision 

i than hi a — his appeti 

searching sequel to death is in 
phrase, “Whose these things be?” 
spirit of the age is acquisitiveness, and we 
are apt to judge a man’s success by his in- 
come, but worldly possessions and spiritual 
bankruptcy are no 
journey Godward, and the 
lows covetousness to rule the life richly de- 
serves Christ’s own judgment, “Thou fool.” 


Be not Anxious 

This passage (vs. 22) can be misunder- 
stood unless we realize that the word trans- 
lated “thought” is “anxious thought.” It is 
not an encouragement to shelve or ignore 
our responsibilities but a continuation of 
the teaching (vss. 4-6) of the absolute con- 
fidence the followers of Christ should have 
in God. It will be noted that this confi- 
dence is only for His followers (vss. 4, 22). 
Ravens, which cannot sow, reap, or store, 
are fed; and lilies, which cannot toil ,or 

in, are beautifully clothed. If God does 

is for birds and flowers, which have no 
eternal soul and no capacity for feeding or 
clothing themselves, how much more will 
He care for His own followers? So we 
should be at rest about these things. But 
it is a repose of spirit that releases us to 
positive action, for tranquility is founda- 
tion on which to build, not a slit trench in 
bp to shelter. So Christ tells us to seek 

e Kingdom which it is the Father’s good 
pleasure to give (vss. 31-32); to sacrifice for 
the Kingdom so that, instead of turni 
first to the finance and investment pages 0! 
our ni pers, we turn to the Bible, and 
instead of putting first emphasis on profits, 
we are eager for prophets. Investment of 
time, money, thought and heart in the af- 
fairs of the Kingdom not only produces 
sure and untarnishable dividends in the 
world to come (vs. 33), but carries your 
heart interest now, and that interest can be 
spent and enjoyed (vs. 34). 


Be Ready 

We can have perfect confidence in God 
for the future of His world. His plan (vss. 
35-48) for the personal return of the Lord 
is emphasized at least ten times in this brief 
passage. In the light of this what should 
be our attitude? Our Lord brings together 
several words that make His meaning un- 
mistakable: “Let your loins be girded and 
your lights burning . . . like unto men 
that wait for their Lord . . . that when 
He cometh they may open immediately. 
. . - Blessed are those servants‘whom the 
Lord when He cometh shall find watching. 
. . . Be ye therefore ready also. . . .” We 
are to be ready in our attitude to Christ 
and His coming and in our zeal for His 
work. Equally we are to be ready in our 
attitude to others (vss. 42-48) remembering 
that “to him to whom much is given, 
much shall be required.” 
SUMMARY “I am come to send fire 
on the ae ae 
abrupt utterance, and it ushers in a re- 
markable passage (vss. 49-53). Fire purifies 
and _ kindles upon dross. Already it had 
kindled the animosity in the hearts of His 
opponents which was to burn relentlessly 
until it burst into flame at His crucifixion. 
That fire would go on through the ages 
burning up sin in those who follow Him 
and burning in an ism in those who 
reject Him. It divides homes and families; 
it separates in us chaff and wheat and 
moves inexorably to the final judgment of 
which Paul wrote (1 Cor. 3:13), “Every 
man’s work shall be made manifest, for the 
day shall declare it, because it shall be re- 
vealed by fire, and the fire shall try every 
man’s work of what sort it is.” 


for the 
person wha of 
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13.1—13.13 SAINT MATTHEW 


The same day went Jesus out of the house and sat by the seaside. 
And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, 
so that he went into a ship and sat; 
and the whole multitude stood on the shore. 
And he spake many things unto them in parables, 
saying, 
Behold, 
a sower went forth to sow. 
And when he sowed, 
some seeds fell by the wayside; 
and the fowls came and devoured them up. 
Some fell upon stony places, 
where they had not much earth; 
and forthwith they sprung up, 
because they had no deepness of earth; 
and when the sun was up, 
they were scorched; 
and because they had no root, 
they withered away. 
And some fell among thorns; 
and the thorns sprung up and choked them. 
But other fell into good ground, 
and brought forth fruit, 
some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 
Who hath ears to hear, let him hear! 


And the disciples came and said unto him, 
Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 


He answered and said unto them, 
Because it is given unto ygu 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, 
but to them it is not given. 
For whosoever hath, 
to him shall be given, 
and he shall have more abundance; 
but whosoever hath not, 
from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 
Therefore speak I to them in parables, 
because they, seeing, see not, 
and hearing, they hear not, 
neither do they understand. 
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A NEW TESTAMENT IN NEW TYPE 


An Appeal to the Spirit presented with New Eye Appeal. 


There have been many editions of the 
New Testament in various translations 
and versions. Language changes, and it 
has been the desire of men to present 
with great clarity the Word of God. 
Some of these attempts have been ex- 
cellent; some have been excruciating. 


The New Testament in Cadenced 
Form is not a new translation of the 
New Testament. The word “cadenced” 
in this work, is not an appeai to the ear 


By RacpH L. KEIPER 


but to the eye. This volume of the Auth- 
orized Version is a masterful job of 
typesetting. Mr. Bradley has made an at- 
tempt to set up the text in clear type 
with indentations, setting off the main 
thoughts of a given passage from the 
subsidiary thoughts. This has to be seen 
to be appreciated. We cite Ephesians 
chapter one, verses three to fourteen, to 
show the value of the text for expository 
purposes as set forth by the various in- 
dentations. 


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 


who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, 


according as he hath chosen us in him, 


before the foundation of the world, 


that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 


having predestinated us 


unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 


according to the good pleasure of his will, 


to the praise of the glory of his grace, 


wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved, 


in whom we have redemption through his blood, 


the forgiveness of sins, 


according to the riches of his grace, 


wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence. 


having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure which he purposed in himself, 


that, in the dispensation of the fulness of times, 


he might gather together in one all things in Christ, 


both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, 


even in him, 


in whom also we have obtained an inheritance, 


being predestinated, 


according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will, 


that we should be to the praise of his glory, 
who first trusted in Christ; 





It will be noted that this is all one 
long sentence in the text, one main 
clause and a multitude of sub clauses 
and phrases. The cadenced form sets 
the main thought at the margin, and 
main sub thought at the first indenta- 
tions and the tributary thoughts in the 
inner indentations. Thus for sermonic 
purposes this edition could be used as a 
means of finding the outline for a given 
passage. 

One minor flaw in the work is the ab- 
sence of verse numbers. These might be 
placed in the extreme margin, on either 
side of the page, in very small type, so 
as not to detract from the main text. 


THE NEW TESTAMENT in Ca- 
denced Form is not only a unique ex- 
periment in typography but should be 
of use to the student of the Bible as 
well. 


Designed by Morton C. Bradley, Jr. The Bradley 
Press, Cambridge. $5.00. 


The God of Our Faith. Harris Franklin 


Rall. Abingdon. 158 pp. $2.75. 

This book is definitely not for the lay- 

man. It is a brilliantly conceived, well 
written presentation of modern theology, 
combining several strains of contemporary 
theological thought. The author refers to 
what he calls “Empirical Theology” and 
“High Religion,” and in these pages you 
can discern the influence of Schleiermacher, 
Kierkegaard and Karl Barth. It would re- 
quire a vastly informed layman to p 
and evaluate the full implications of this 
work. 
In the chapter on “Authoritarian The- 
ology” it is rather clearly stated that all 
forms of external authority are repudiated, 
including the Bible itself. Doctrinal de- 
velopment is minimized, and inner convic- 
tion is emphasized. It is this inner con- 
sciousness of total empirical reality, as we 
experience it in the full scope of conscious 
discernment, that establishes our religious 
convictions. We have here a blending of 
Schleiermacher’s subjectivism and Kierke- 
gaard's existentialism. For this humanistic 
development of theological truth the verbal 
i — of the Scriptures is largely dis- 
la 


P 

A type sat gegen is also hinted at in 
the pages this study. Man’s salvation 
takes place as he izes and accepts 
God’s righteous and moral approach to 
him is the physical and moral ground 
of all creation, and man can respond to 
Him because these qualities and capacities 
exist in mankind also; it is simply a ques- 
tion of their further development in man. 
Salvation is a codperative work on the part 
of God and man. In the chapter on the 











' “Person of Christ,” we find some difficulty 


with Christ’s deity. The question is raised: 
how can Christ be both God and man—hu- 
man and divine? It is answered by pointing 
out that the eternal God so completely pos- 
sessed Christ’s human life that He was the 
full expression of deity on earth. In this 
teaching we see the influence of Unitarian- 
ism. 


The God of Our Faith has two aspects 
that are particularly characteristic of con- 
temporary theology. Through its chapters 
there is a great stress put upon relativity, 
and a shying away from doctrinal author- 
ity. There is, shall we say, that fear of the 
blunt stating of conviction. Also, an oc- 
casional ambiguity of thought is seen as 
interesting ideas are presented, but not 
fully developed and woven into a fully in- 
tegrated theological system. This little book 
covers a vast area of theological truth and 
should find great acceptance. This reviewer 
should have liked to have seen several 
thousand pages devoted to a study of this 
type for within these 147 pages we have no 
less than a _ re-evaluation of historical 
Christianity. ; 

There is a lot of rich truth in the vol- 
ume. Dr. Rall writes well, and there are 
many fruitful passages. Particularly enjoy- 
able was the reading of his chapter on the 
“Doctrine of God,” and his emphasis on 
the fact that religion or salvation experi- 
ence is an internal, intensely personal 
thing. This is a good message for an ex- 
ternally-minded, materialistic generation. 
All students of theology should read this 
book. Dr. Rall will provoke your thought, 
and have you re-studying the ground and 
basis of your convictions. Fundamentalists 
will find this study an interesting statement 
and application of the contemporary trend 
in Christian thinking. 

Henry L. HICKETHIER 


When Iron Gates Yield. Geoffrey T. Bull. 

Chicago. Moody. 256 pp. $3.00. 

This is one of the most exciting, thrill- 
ing and important books in several years. 
Geoffrey Bull is a young man, 34, who 
went out from England as a missionary to 
the borders of Tibet, was captured by the 
Communists upon their entrance into Tibet 
and spent three years in their prisons, go- 
ing through the whole process of brain- 
washing. As in no other book, secular or 
religious, the process is described by this 
young man who went through it and came 
out triumphant. His faith in Christ and 
his knowledge of the Bible were the things 
that maintained him through his tribula- 
tion. It is important to note that as the 
persecution and continued examinations 
went on, there came the time when even 
the Scripture passages which he had known 
began to become faint in his mind. If they 
had not been so solidly there in the begin- 
ning, the result might have been a mental 
crack-up or some defection to the Com- 
munists. But he remained faithful to the 
end. 

There are two theological observations 
which I must make about Mr. Bull and the 
events that transpired in his life. In my 
opinion his situation would not have be- 
come as bad as it did if he had been a 
little more Biblical in two matters. In the 
first place, when he was arrested and ques- 
tioned about his associations in England he 
said that he had not come out to China 
under any missionary society. This aroused 
suspicion in the Chinese Communists 
minds, and rightly, I believe. As a matter 
of fact Mr. Bull had’ been sent out to 
China by the Plymouth Brethren. These be- 
loved and deeply-taught Christians are fre- 
quently obsessed with the idea that they do 
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not have an o ization, while, of course, 
they really do have one. If he had simply 
stated, “I am sent from England by a group 


_of believers generally called the Brethren, 


and our funds are supplied through a cen- 
tral agency, with a fixed address, to which 
the local assemblies forward their gifts,” 
the situation would have been clarified. 
The counterpart of his unwillingness to ad- 
mit the realities is to be found in the 
United States, where many of the “leading 
brethren” will strongly claim that they 
have no ecclesiastical position, yet they have 
signed application forms to the railroads 
for clergy permits and take advantage of 
the half-fare rates that are accorded to 
ministers and missionaries. 

Mr. Bull’s second spiritual error came 
long after he had been arrested and the 
never-ending questions had begun. He was 
constantly asked about his political opin- 
ions and also what he thought of the Com- 
munist regime in China. I believe that, in 
similar circumstances, I would have an- 
swered, “I have a passport of my country 
of origin, and this is necessary for identifi- 
cation pu . But as a Christian, my first 
allegiance is to the Lord Jesus Christ and 
His invisible spiritual kingdom. His word 
teaches that ‘the powers that be are or- 
dained of God.’ I am convinced, therefore, 
that it is by God’s permission that the 
Communists are in power in China today, 
and that the people are answerable to this 
present government, just as the government 
will be answerable to God.” I would have 
stated further, that if I were released and 
allowed to continue my spiritual work that 
I would say absolutely no word against the 
government, and that I would proclaim to 
all Christians that it was a part of their 
spiritual duty to be subject to their present 
government, and that any Christian who 
resisted the authority of that government 
was resisting the ordinance of God (Rom. 
13:2). I would teach them that they should 
pay their taxes and render honor and re- 
spect to all who were in a position to incur 
such attitudes (Rom. 13:7). This would not 
have been a compromise; it would have 
been Biblical, and it would have been un- 
derstood by his captors. 

This book, I repeat, is an important 
book, and especially after the first few 
chapters, when the movement gets into 
high gear, is highly fascinating. 

D. G. B. 


The Christian Case for Abstinence. Associ- 
ation. 193 pp. $3.00. 


This book, a collection of sermons -call- 
ing Americans to abstinence, presents the 
statistics and facts that must faced by 
every clear-thinking American who loves 
his country and is concerned for its future. 
It. is timely but not an effective — 
counter to the skillful buildup given by 
those purveyors of mass culture, the adver- 
tisers, to the supposed joys of drinking. 

ERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


In the Arena of Faith. Erich Sauer. Eerd- 
mans. 188 pp. $3.00. 


Already well known for his three volumes 
on the history of salvation, The Dawn of 
World Redemption, The Triumph of the 
Crucified, and From Eternity to Eternity, 
Dr. Sauer now turns to the more personal 
and experiential aspects of the saved life. 

The content of In the Arena of Faith 
comes from the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
chapter twelve. The chief text is taken 
from Hebrews 12:1-2 and develo by 
means of Hebrews 12:3-29. The Biblical ex- 
position is at once challenging and mag- 
netic. Christ is ever at the center of 
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thought, and revival an ever necessary and 
possible goal. The author indicates that 
this book bears his personal testimony to 
the greatness of our personal salvation by 
grace. Expect, therefore, to sense his tre- 
mendous warmth and penetration. 

Chapter three deserves special mention in 
that it deals with extensive and pertinent 
background material on The Ancient 
Greek Racecourse and the Spiritual War- 
fare. These thirty-eight pages alone would 
be worth the cost oi the book. 

This is a good devotional book, defini- 
tive, and with sound Scriptural direction. 
If you desire to be led Biblically and logic- 
ally from a proper vision of Christ to a 
powerful victory in battle, there is mature 
and meaty ministry here. 

Doucias B. MAcCorRKLE 


The Root of the Righteous. A. W. Tozer. 

Christian. 160 pp. $2.50. 

- Dr. Tozer, in this collection of his editor- 
ials, cuts with discernment and insight 
deeply into our Christian thought and 
practices and exposes our many complacent 
attitudes. He puts the torch to such things 
as “short cuts to sanctity,” “oil-less preach- 
ers,” “psychological narcotics,” a fire- 
crackers,” “spiritually contented cowman- 
ship,” “ice age objectivism,” “commotion 
instead of devotion” and many other pet 
failings. 

This is not merely a criticism, however, 
but a practical and inspiring book for every 
Christian. The chapter on “The Presence 
more important than the Program” was es- 
pecially appreciated by the reviewer and 
will be by all church leaders. 

Doucias B. MACCORKLE 


Dr. Ironside’s Bible. H. A. Ironside. Loi- 
zeaux. 187 pp. $2.50. ¢ 
Sub-titled “Notes and Quotes from the 

Margins,” that is precisely what this book 
proves to be, The late Dr. Harry Ironside 
was a preacher who believed in marking 
his Bible. Those who have seen pictures of 
his marked Bible—and there are two such 
photographs included as part of this book 
—may well wonder how he could have ever 
deciphered the text, so many were the 
notes. Yet these were helpful to him in his 
study. The reader will undoubtedly find 
many extremely helpful suggestions for his 
thinking if this work is used as a compan- 
ion-volume in the study of some specific 
book of the Bible. 


Why You Say It. Webb B. Garrison. Abing- 
don. 448 pp. $3.95. ; 

Here is revealed the fascinating origin 
and full significance of over seven hundred 
everyday terms and phrases by Americans, 
such expressions as “head over heels,” to 
fly off the handle,” and “to have a loose 
screw.” Lively and amusing. 

Doucias B. MAcCoRKLE 


To Every Man an Answer. Richard H. 

Bube. Moody. 510 pp. $5.95. 

This is a systematic study of the Scrip- 
tural basis of Christian doctrine, including 
the doctrines of salvation and Christian 
life truth, and with a premillenial treat- 
ment of the last chapter “Christ’s Second 
Coming and the Last Things.” With his 
intention of interpreting no ey by Scrip- 
ture, Dr. Bube has produced an ambitious 
and helpful book. 

Douctas B. MacCorKLE 


The Epistle to the Hebrews. G. H. Lang. 

Paternoster. 301 pp. 12/6 net. 

Without any reservation or hesitation, 
this reviewer can highly recommend Lang’s 
thorough work on the epistle. The author’s 
purpose in writing this work has not been 





to add another technical volume to the al- 
ready extended list of such works. Rather, 
he has sought to capture the essential argu- 
ments and train of thought of the epistle 
and offer these in simple, easy-to-under- 
stand language for the every-day Bible 
reader. This he has done admirably, in 
such a way that even the thorough student 
of the Word will find much here that will 
stimulate his thinking. Throughout the 
text the writer shows his entire familiarity 
with the epistie in both the English and 
Greek languages. The comments given with 
each verse or section are concise and to the 
point, yet inclusive enough to furnish the 
principal thought the author sought to put 
across. Throughout the volume, the person 
and work of our Lord Jesus Christ are mag- 
nified, and the writing is aglow with the 
glory of the Lord. 

The table of contents, which, in itself, 
provides an ample outline to the epistle, is 
supplemented by two helpful indices—one, 
of the Greek words used; the other, of the 
general subject matter. This exposition of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews is one of the 
finest one-volume commentaries that this 
reviewer has used. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


The Return of Christ. René Pache. Moody. 

448 pp. $4.95. 

Readers of this valuable book will be ex- 

to accumulated Biblical evidences 
that support the doctrine of the Premillen- 
nial return of our Lord Jesus Christ. These 
are many in number and may stagger those 
who mistakenly suppose that premillenial- 
ism rests only upon Revelation 20:1-10. The 
value is enhanced by the fact that every 
Scripture text is printed right out in the 
body of the book. Dr. William Sanford La- 
Sor, who translated the work from the 
French, has included many helpful original 
translations and a few annotated footnotes 
which add no little force to the present- 
ation. 

The author of the book is currently prin- 
cipal of Emmaus Bible School at Lausanne, 
Switzerland and his writing breathes with 
his own genuine passion for Christ and for 
souls. He assumes that his subject is the 
only normal and true orientation hope- 
wise for born again people. Thus he relates 
the return of Christ to: (1) personal life, 
(2) time, (3) the church and its rapture, 
(4) the world, (5) Israel, (6) the kingship 
of Christ, (7) the millennium. 

Students will want to know the leading 
positions taken by the author as seen by 
this reviewer. (1) The Church of the New 
Testament is seen to be in the foreview of 
Old Testament prophecy. (2) The rapture 
of the Church is placed at what is usually 
called mid-week in the tribulation period 
(p. 124). (3) The rapture of the Church is 
found in the Olivet discourse. (4) The 
woman of Revelation 12 is said to represent 
the people of God of all ages. (5) Babylon- 
ianism is “all false religion on earth” but 
it will be centered in Rome. (6) The rap- 
ture of the Church will include only over- 
comers (p. 247). (7) Israel will be brought 
back to Palestine in unbelief. 

Doucias B. MAcCorKLE 


Talks on St. Luke’s Gospel. Eugene Stock. 

Baker. 297 pp. $3.00. 

The author was a Church of England 
layman of the Evangelical party. He gave 
up a business career in order to devote him- 
self, full time, to the work of the Lord. He 
served the Church of England Sunday 
School Institute in various capacities and 
was the secretary of the Church Missionary 
Society and chairman of the Missionary 
Meeting at Keswick for thirty years. 

This is not an exposition or a series of 
sermons, but as the title suggests, just 
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bach. Concordia. 191 pP- $2.00. 

Any — or institutional chaplain who 
desires help in ministering spiritual food to 
the sick and shut-in will find this book of 
devotions and prayers most helpful. The 
author has had a wealth of experience in 
this field and here presents a summary of 
his ministry along with that of a score of 
others. 


The opening section is devoted to making 
practical suggestions for calling on the 
sick. What to say, how to say it, when to 
call, and hospital procedure are dealt with. 
Tie ee ee ee ee eee 
entation of appropriate prayers and devo- 
tions for thirty-five So oom en The 
messages are personal an levant and 
will provide the pastor with thoughts and 
ideas that he may adapt to his needs. Each 
of the specific devotions is supplemented 
by a list of additional texts bearing on the 
situation, giving a nucleus for original de- 
votions. 

This is a most welcome tool for all who 
minister to those who are ill. 

WarreEN S. SCHUH 


Sermons on the Nativity. Lancelot An- 
drewes. Baker. 308 pp. $2.75. 

In this volume we have seventeen ser- 
mons on the incarnation of our Divine 
Lord. The preacher and author of these 
homilies was the court preacher to King 
‘James I, of d. To the student of 

ish literature, to one interested in the 
history of preaching, to those interested in 
the spiritual diet of him who inspired the 
Authorized Version of our Bible, to those 
who are interested in great and pious schol- 
arship, and to those who are just curious 
in their reading, this work will be a treas- 
ure. 


When God Came Down. Andrew W. Black- 
wood, Jr. Baker. 71 pp. $1.50. 

Andrew W. Blackwood, Jr. gives to us in 
When God Came Down five inspiring mes- 
sages dealing with the incarnation. The 
Lord is exalted and the work of the Sav- 
iour is presented on every page. This is a 
timely book for the Christmas season. 

RALPH KEIPER 
The Prophet Damiel. Arno C. Gaebelein. 
Kregel. 212 pp. $2.50. 


The Prophet-S 
Higley. 240 pp. 
Here are two studies of Daniel which 

complement each other admirably and do 

justice to the rich source of their ideas. 

The ag og Daniel, by Dr. Arno C. 
Gaebelein, late editor of Our Hope maga- 
zine, is outstanding from the fundamental- 
ist position. In a short preface the author 
gives the historical background of the time 
and then gives a chapter to each of the 
chapters in the book of Daniel. His careful 
study is evident, and he has caught the es- 
sence of the predictive ministry of Daniel 
and conveyed the prophetic truth to the 
reader in an exceptionally well presented 
exposition. Reprint. 

The other side of the coin finds James 
Graham developing the fictional possibili- 
ties of Daniel in The Prophet-Statesman. 
All of the drama and pathos which go to 
make up that which is required in the 
modern novel are included in the narratives 
of the sacred book of Daniel. Dr. Graham, 
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James R. Graham. 





veteran missionary, has taken this poten- 
tial “novel” and dramatized it in such a 
way that all of its beauty, its suspense and 
vigor are woven into the account as he has 
set it down for us in faithfulness to the 
Word of God. Nothing has been taken 
away from the inspiration of the work, but 
Author Graham has centered his attention 
upon the story of the book, bringing in 
the prophetic elements only as side-issues 
related to the historical account. Much of 
the work is in the actual words of Scrip- 
ture; but the settings, the situations and 
time elements are included to make the 
story live for an age that must have every- 
thing clearly portrayed, and nothing left to 
the imagination. We predict a great de- 
mand for this ee volume, and recom- 
mend it to our readers. 
HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 
the Bible in a Year. Amos R. 

Wells. Wilde. 127 pp. $1.50. 

Amos Wells gives Bible readers a sug- 
gested plan for reading the Book through 
in one year. Equalized reading assignments, 
points to consider and meditate upon, and 
ideas for further study make the book val- 
uable to a beginning reader. 


eer Outlines on the Whole Bible. 
arles Simeon. Zondervan. 644 pp. $3.95. 
A staunchly conservative and scholarly 
commentary on the Bible in twenty-onc 
volumes, the latest published being those 
on I and II Corinthians. Invaluable to 

preachers and laymen alike. 
HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


A ee of the Book of Acts. Charles J. 
Woodbridge. Baker. 151 pp. $2.50. 
Refreshing and rewarding treatment of 

the book of Acts underlining the purpose, 

power and plan of God the Holy Spirit, 
by the professor of Church history at Ful- 
ler Theological Seminary. 

Doucias B. MAcCorKLE 


55 Dynamic Parable Talks to Young Folks. 
John Henry Sargent. Wilde. 116 pp. $2. 
The message of the Scriptures is woven 

into parabolic form with short stories illus- 
trated with everyday objects. Discussions 
center on such themes as flying saucers, 
hollow logs, hurricanes, microphones, tu- 
lips, etc. For children and children’s work- 
ers. 


HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


Judy’s Birthday Wish. Dorothy Martin. 

Moody. 64 pp. 50¢. 

A most interesting story for both girls 
and boys. Susan, a Christian, and Judy, not 
a Christian, are the principal characters. 
At the end of the story, Judy accepts the 
Lord Jesus Christ as her personal Saviour, 
and begins her witnessing- to her mother 
and father. Intermediate. 


Danny Orlis.and the Point Barrew Mystery. 
Bernard Palmer. Back to the Bible. 128 
pp. 35¢, 3 for $1.00. 

This well-written novel is full of sus- 
pense. Danny, the main character, loves the 
Lord and constantly witnesses to his cousin, 
Ronald, an unbeliever. Their experiences 
together, as the mystery is solved, keep one’s 
interest. The author also brings in some 
lessons on soul-winning and faith. Christ- 
ian boys and girls would find this mystery 
most intriguing. Intermediate. 


Here’s Fun with Science. Vernon Howard. 
Zondervan. 60 pp. 50¢ (paper), $1.00 
(board). 


This book contains many experiments 
with air, water, light and sound, that 
should be —a to boys. These experi- 
ments could be done at home, or could 
serve as a recreational project in Bible 
Club or other boys work. 


Look to the Hills. Albert C. Wyckoff. Zon- 
dervan. 90 pp. 35¢ (paper). 

Love, tragedy, and humor in a heart- 
warming story of a young seminary student 
and his pretty wife in the mountains of 
Kentucky. ‘Teen-age. 

ELIZABETH M. CRAIG 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 18) 


We will find later on in our study of 
Isaiah (14:26,27) that the hand of the 
Lord will be stretched out over the whole 
Gentile earth to bring final judgments 
upon all the nations. But here in Isaiah 
the judgments that we have been medi- 
tating are those that come upon the 
chosen people, Israel. A part of their 
high privilege was the corresponding 
great responsibility and terrible judg- 
ment. We must not forget that God 
speaks in the New Testament of the 
terror of the Lord for Christians who 
have sinned against grace (II Cor. 5:11). 

Lord, give us a burden for holiness. 
O ASSYRIAN! (10:5) 

This is not “Woe, Assyrian.” That 
will come later. This is a divine sum- 
mons to the godless people to do His 
will in chastising Israel. We must not 
forget that the hearts of kings are in 
the hand of the Lord. In the day of the 
tribulation, Christ, at the right hand of 
God, “shall strike through kings in the 
day of His wrath” (Ps. 110:5). The Lord 
raised up the Medes and the Persians to 
destroy Babylon; Greece to destroy the 
Medes and the Persians; Rome to de- 
stroy Greece; the Germanic hordes to 
destroy Rome; the Anglo-Saxons (Brit- 
ain and the United States) to destroy 
Germany, and we have no right to think 
that the process is finished. Historically, 
the king of Assyria at that time was Sar- 
gon, father of Sennacherib, and they did 
the Lord’s bidding against Israel. But 
this is also a great prophecy of the 
future. 

Lord, we. rejoice that the nations 
are in Thine hand: 
ROD OF MY ANGER (10:5) 

Men may think that they are doing 
nothing other than their own will, and 
are carrying out no more than their 
own plans, but, in spite of this they are 
fulfilling the detailed plan of God. The 
Assyrians, both those that came against 
Israel in Isaiah’s day, and those who ac- 
complish the greater fulfillment of this 
prophecy at the time of the second com- 
ing of Christ, will find that they are do- 
ing their own will, but that this will 
coincide absolutely with the will of God. 
The judgment that comes is the anger 
of God. The weapons that they carry in 
their hands.are described as the indig- 
nation of God. The people of God are 
thus informed that the fierce attacks of 
their enemies do not come from the 
willfulness of the enemies, but that these 
attacks are regulated by the plan and 
providence of God. Their fierceness is 
truly the wrath of God. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou 
art sovereign. 


1 WILL SEND HIM AGAINST . . . THE PEOPLE 


OF MY WRATH (10:6) 
Here the prophecy leaps the centuries 


and pictures the chastening of Israel at 
the time of Jacob’s trouble. This is dur- 
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ing the great tribulation. The Assyrian 
cannot be the Antichrist, for he is the 
wilful king who is in the city of Jeru- 
salem and in the land of Israel, setting 
himself up in the temple as the false 
Messiah and counterfeit Jehovah. This 
wilful king the Antichrist, will be re- 
ceived by the apostates of Israel. This 
Antichrist will be ruler of the western 
league of nations. A second figure will 
arise out of the north, totally opposed 
to the wilful king, the Antichrist. Daniel 
and the other prophets describe him 
again and again as the king of the north. 
The Assyrian king who comes in the 
days of Isaiah to be God’s agent against 
the hypocritical nation is a picture of 
the king of the north who shall come at 
the end with the weapons of God's 
wrath. 

Lord, hasten Thy Word to perform it. 


HE MEANETH NOT SO (10:7) 
Those who truly hate God would be 
the last to desire to do His will, yet 


they must do it in spite of themselves. 
It is because of this that it is just and ° 
righteous for the Lord'to raise up a 
nation to do His will and then to de- 
stroy them because they have done it. 
They were not yielded to Him in the 
first place, and when they set out on 
their expeditions of violence they were 
thinking to do only their own will. They 
went forth for the sake of pride, ambi- 
tion and self-gain. Nothing was farther 
from their intentions than that they 


- should be fulfilling the divine purposes. 


They do not want to be the ministers of 
God’s wrath. But God, knowing all 
things, and moving all men according to 
His will, impels them to walk in the 
paths which He has traced, though, from 
their point of view, they are crying de- 
fiance of Him. They don’t mean it; they 
don’t want it; they want something else; 
but they end up doing God’s over-all 
will. 
we thank Thee for Th: 
Lord, ts grasp 








MARY’S BODILY ASSUMPTION 
(Continued from page 21) 


any tradition or legend that might be 
held to support it, though the fathers 
would have had frequent occasion to 
write of it if they had had any knowl- 
edge thereof. It was especially in the 
sixth to the ninth centuries that the 
doctrine took root and spread rapidly 
both in the East and the West. It 
seems quite evident that the stories of 
the assumption grew out of theological 
reasoning as we noted above, rather 
than the theology resulting from the 


The three theological deductions most 
generally met with in Catholic writings 
are as follows: (1) Since Mary is the 
Mother of God her flesh is consubstan- 
tial with that of her Son. Just as the 
flesh of her Son was never to see cor- 
ruption, so the flesh of His mother must 
likewise be preserved from corruption. 
(2) The perpetual virginity of Mary 
necessitates the incorruptibility of her 
body. Just why or how the one necessi- 
tates the other is not stated. (3) Her Im- 
maculate Conception caused her to be 
immune to the corruption of the grave. 
That is, since Mary was without sin in 





narratives. 


her body, death had no real claim upon 











(Your. Christinas Beck shelf 








Highways of Worship, By Mary BETH FULTON. Programs for 
personal or group devotions with Scripture, prayers, poems, 


music suggestions and brief meditations. Effective, yet simple 
00 


enough for the average group's resources.........+.6.. $2. 


The New Testament in Modern English, sy HELEN BARRETT 
MONTGOMERY. A stimulating translation in today’s language. 
Fresh spiritual insight and rich meaning are aided by inserted 
chapter heads, short paragraphs, suggestive captions. 

Levant morocco, overlapping covers, gold edges......... $7.50 
DeLuxe leather. ...... $4.50  Keratol pocket-size... .. 2.00 


Ye Are My Witnesses, sy Earte V. Pierce. A practical, read- 
able explanation of the Book of Acts showing clearly the reality 
of the Church as the earthly body of Christ, and how to promote 
ere ere peer ree $3.00 


In Pastures Green, ny F. W. BoREHAM. Essays providing grace 
and comfort in a ramble through the Twenty-third Psalm. A 
beautiful gift edition with exquisite gravure cover and hand- 
some photographic illustrations...............-- Paper, 75c 


Dreams af Sunset, py F. W. BoREHAM. A series of delightful 
story-essays based on the recollected experiences of a rich life- 
time. The author's engaging personality flows through these 
charming remimiscences................0eeeeeeeeees $1.50 


The Price and the Prize, sy CuLBERT C. RUTENBER. “The price 
of salvation is high to both God and man . the prize is 
LIFE itself.” Here is the way to that life—set forth: clearly and 
simply; guidance for young people and help for every growing 
GI i Soha ilv ais Shc ANOEIES bane sine dw 08 $1.50 


Tents Toward the Sunrise, sy FRANK W. KOLLER. Brief mes- 
sages with rich seeds of practical Christianity! Inspiration and 
guidance for personal life, preaching, church administration. A 
devotional book for every Christian concerned with responsi- 
bilities of church and faith.............5.ccccceceee $2.00 


How Long the Night, sy CLARIBEL F. Dick. Beautifully written: 
vivid narrative, poetry, humor, Christian insight, devotional 
meditations from a hospital bed. A triumph of Christian faith 
for any who are ill or discouraged................... $2.00 


Thou Didst Say Unto Me, sy GerTRUDE BROX. The beautifully 
written and illustrated devotional diary of a young missionary 
to India. A heartening reflection of Christian triumph over 
difficulties. Posthumous... ..............--+05- Paper, $1.00 


Give Lasting Pleasure... Give Books 


At Your Bookseller's or 


JUDSON PRESS 








that holy body. Hence her assumption. 

We have now considered each of the 
above premises and found them to be 
false. Consequently the theological doc- 
trine deduced from those premises is 
equally false. 

Nothing daunted, Bishop Fulton J. 
Sheen makes the amazing assertion that 
Mary’s Assumption “is the guarantee 
that one’s prayers to her will be an- 
swered.” Thus one unscriptural doctrine 
leads to another; and the growing cult 
of Mary worship starts on its next ever 
widening circle. 

(To Be ConTINUED) 








MARY’S PERPETUAL VIRGINITY 
(Continued from page 20) 


nothing important is at stake, although 
the Protestant view, unlike that of 
Rome, upholds the truthfulness of 
Psalm 69:8. But it is manifest that a 
great deal is at stake for the Roman 
Catholic who wishes to exalt Mary to a 
position where she is worthy of our 
worship. For him, not only is the author- 
ity of the Church involved, but also the 
honor of Mary, her sinlessness, and her 
right to reign as Queen of heaven and 
the Mother of the faithful. All this, for 
the Roman, hangs upon this flimsy 
thread called “perpetual viriginity.” 

The utter lack of Biblical foundation 
for this doctrine is a clear example of 
one of the basic differences between Ro- 
man Catholic and fundamental Protest- 
ant theology. Rome’s theologians freely 
admit that their church derives its doc- 
trines not only from the Scriptures, but 
also from church tradition. They speak 
with fine contempt of Protestants who 
are constantly testing doctrines with the 
question, “Is it in the Bible?” “Why,” 
they exclaim, “the Catholic Church was 
spread throughout the entire Roman 
Empire before a single book of the New 
Testament was written. The books of 
the Bible, both of the Old and New 
Testament, were- determined solely by 
the authority of the Catholic Church, 
and without the Church there would 
have been no Bible, and hence no 
Protestantism. Therefore the Church is 
a higher authority than tke Bible be- 
cause the Church produced the Bible.” 
Such pompous assertions as this dishon- 
or the Holy Spirit who inspired all 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ment. 

Sheen gives expression to the Roman 
Catholic evaluation of the Bible as a 
source of doctrine in relation to church 
tradition as follows: 

Those who isolate a single text 
from the Bible from this apostolic 
tradition, or study it apart from it, 
are living and thinking in a vacuum. 
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The Gospels need tradition as the 

lungs need air, and as the eyes light, 

and as the plant the earth! The 

Good Book was second, and not first. 

The fallacy of the above argument is 
that Catholic theology identifies the 
primitive faith of eyewitnesses of the 
resurrection with tradition which is 
handed down from generation to gener- 
ation. The fact is that every book of 
the New Testament was written within 
the generation which had eye and ear 
witnesses to the ministry, suffering, and 
death and resurrection of Christ. The 
very fact that the New Testament was 
written within that first generation of 
Christians shows that God did not trust 
the tradition of men to hand on to suc- 
ceeding generations the truths of Christ- 
ianity. 

Sheen remarks that the first Christ- 
ians might have asked, “How can I 
know what I am to believe?” They 
could not have said, “I will look in the 
Bible.” For there was no New Testa- 
ment Bible then. The early Christians 
who were without the New Testament 
believed what the Apostolic Church was 
teaching. 

However, Sheen*has forgotten the ex- 
ample of the Berean Jews who first 
heard the Gospel before there was a 
written New Testament. Of them we 
read, “And these were more noble than 
those in Thessalonica, in that they re- 
ceived the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so” (Acts 17: 
11). They searched the Old Testament 
Scriptures, and if they had heard any- 
thing contrary to those Scriptures they 
would have disbelieved it, and God 
called them “More noble.” This is not 
the only example. There was no New 
Testament written, nor was the Christ- 
ian Church yet established when our 
Lord Jesus Christ said to the unbelievers 
of His day, “Search the Scriptures, for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life, and 
they are they which testify of me” (John 
5:39). 

“The church has a memory of over 
1900 years,” writes Fulton J. Sheen, 
“and this memory is called Tradition.” 
How striking that this is exactly the 
claim made by the rebellious Jews of 
our Lord’s day. The Pharisees and the 
scribes came to Jesus asking, “Why do 
thy disciples transgress the tradition of 
the elders?” (Matt. 15:2). In His answer 
to them our Lord included this rebuke, 
“In vain do they worship me, teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of 
men” (Matt. 15:9). We simply follow 
the example of Christ and the Apostles 
in rejecting such doctrines which are 
not included in the written Word of 
God. Tradition led the Jews astray in 
a former day, and tradition has led the 
Roman Catholic Church far astray in 
our day. END 
December 1955 
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eous Abel, who had been the first hu- 
man being to die, down to the soul of 
the penitent thief, who was to linger on 
in life for a brief moment after Christ 
gave up His spirit, and who would die 
after the executioners broke his legs 
with blows. Such blows could never 
touch the Saviour because all of the 
price had now been paid, and it had 
been written that not a bone of Him 
should be broken (Ex. 12:46; Num. 
9:12; Ps. 34:20; Jn. 19:36). 

The triumph of Christ and the nature 
of the spoil is all the more wonderful 
when we understand just what had been 
the state of the dead before the time of 
the cross. The Bible teaches clearly that 
the bodies of all who die return to the 
dust from which they were made (Gen. 
3:19). In the grave of the body, there 
was no knowledge and no return. The 
bodies of the dead knew not anything. 
All the verses in Scripture that speak of 
unconsciousness after death are referring 
to the sleep of the body. Longfellow 


_ grasped the truth well when he wrote: 


Dust thou art, to dust returnest 
Was not spoken of the soul. 


But Hell, whether we speak of it under 
the Hebrew word “sheol” or the Greek 
word “hades” or under our English trans- 
lation, “Hell,” was the place of the con- 
scious existence of the souls and spirits 
of all the dead, believers and unbeliev- 
ers, who died before the time of the 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
Hell was in two compartments, torment 
and paradise, and between the two there 


was a great gulf fixed. In the story, not 
parable—be sure you understand that it 
was not a parable—of the rich man and 
Lazarus, the Lord Jesus describes the 
difference between the-death of a be- 
liever and an unbeliever while He Him- 
self was yet alive on the earth (Luke 
16:19-31). The beggar died and was 
carried by angels into “Abraham's bos- 
om;” the rich man died and “in Hell he 
lift up his eyes being in torments.” 
Abraham and Lazarus were visible “afar 
off,” and Abraham told the rich man 
that “between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed.” 

It was to Paradise in Hell that the 
Lord Jesus Christ went in His Spirit at 
the moment He dismissed it on the 
cross. It was a direct invasion of territory 
that Satan had considered as being his 
own. We are greatly tempted to let our 
imagination run to what must have hap- 
pened when the Lord of glory made His 
appearance there. What muct there 
have been in the hearts of all who had 
opposed Him in His righteous ones 
through all generations! What must 
have been in the hearts of those who 
had ventured all in faith, with nothing 
more than His promise, waiting for this 
moment! But since our God has not 
been pleased to reveal any of the details, 
we shall never go beyond that which is 
written. 

The arrival of Christ in Hell.and His 
subsequent departure, taking with Him 














all the spirits and souls of all believers, 
emptying Hell of the saints, casts great 
light on several passages of Scripture 
and reveals more of the nature of the 
spoil which He took from Satan by this 
work of atonement and its consequences. 
The triumph by humiliation had reveal- 
ed the rightness of the divine methods as 
opposed to the false methods of pride 
and arrogance. Christ's descent into Hell 
was to bring the immediate announce- 
ment of His victory to all the spirit 
world and to show the authority that 
He had now gained by conquest. 

Up until this time, the Devil had had 
the power of death (Heb. 2:14), and 
he had also in charge the keys of death 
and Hell (Rev. 1:18). When man sin- 
ned, the law of sin and death began its 
operation, and Satan had the power of 
enforcing this law within limits set 
by God. It would appear that all the un- 
regenerate are within the Devil’s power 
at any time and are taken captive by 
him at his will (II Tim. 2:26). When 
he desires, he can make an unsaved man 
sick, or can make him well, or can take 
his body in death. Before the cross, he 
held the keys, or the authority, over the 
decay of the tomb and the entrance to 
Hell, but there is no line to say that he 
had any power whatsoever in Hell. We 
know from the book of Job that Satan 
exercised the power of death over the 
children of Job only when permitted by 
God, and that he could not touch Job’s 
body until he had the divine permission. 
The New Testament reveals to us that 
he is still the agent forced by God to 
perform some actual task in connection 
with the physical death, even of a be- 
liever (I Cor. 5:5). Perhaps here is a 
part of the explanation of the conflict 
between Michael, the archangel, and 
Satan concerning the body of Moses. 
God had designed that Moses should 
appear with Christ at the transfiguration 
(Luke 9:30), and that he shall be raised 
from the dead as one of the two wit- 
nesses of the Apocalypse (Rev. 11:6), 
and, therefore, an exception was made 
in connection with his body at the time 
of his death. Even though Satan’s task 
concerning death might have been a 
loathesome one, he was offended when 
Michael interfered. But whatever his 
work in connection with bodies, the 
spirits and souls of the believers were 
never, for an instant, in his power, and 
upon death they are taken in charge by 
the angels of God, who, before the time 
of the cross, carried. them to Paradise 
(Luke 16:22). 

The death of the Lord Jesus Christ 
destroyed—brought to nought—“him 
that had the power of death, that is, the 
Devil” (Heb. 2:14). The word “destroy” 
has no suspicion of any such meaning as 
annihilation but rather is that of render- 
ing harmless, useless, worthless. ‘Thus the 
Lord made a public example of Satan 
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and immediately proved the decline of 


Satan’s power by taking the keys with 
which Satan pretended to some authority 
over the righteous spirits and, entering 
among them until the three days and 
nights should be accomplished, an- 
nounced the freeing of those who had 
been thus detained. : 

The fact that our Lord told the peni- 
tent thief that they would be together 
on that very day in Paradise also demon- 
strates that He did not have to go to 
torment in Hell, where the unregenerate 
spirits had been confined. Herein lies 
the explanation of three passages in the 
Bible. First, here is the meaning of our 
Lord’s prayer in the garden of Geth- 
samene: “O My Father, if it be possi- 
ble, let this cup pass from Me; neverthe- 
less not as I will, but as Thou wilt” 
(Matt. 26:39). Some have thought that 
He was flinching before the thought of 
the agony of the cross that was about to 
come. Such flinching would have been 
a spot and a blemish, which would have 
rendered Him ineligible to be the Lamb 
slain for sinners. Some have thought that 
Satan had come with a fierce attack that 
would have meant premature death, 
when He sweat great drops of blood 
and that the attempt was being made in 
order to prevent Him from going on to 
the cross to become the Saviour. Such 
an explanation would have Satan to 
possess power superior to that of the 
Son of God and would negate His own 
express statement, “No man (Greek, 
no one) taketh it (My life) from Me, 
but I lay it down of Myself. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again” (Jn. 10:18). The cup, 
as another passage clearly shows, was 
the wine of the wrath of God, the full 
wages of sin, the second death, separa- 
tion from God in torment in Hell, and 
ultimate eternity in the lake of fire. 
Thus the whole scene of the cup is de- 
scribed, “Who in the days of His flesh, 
when He had offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and 
tears unto Him that was able to save 
Him from death, and was heard .. .” 
(Heb. 5:7). That this is the true mean- 
ing of the passage is also proved by the 
nature of prayer. God must answer all 
prayer that is in His will (I Jn. 5:14, 
15). Christ, being of the deity, could not 
have prayed a prayer outside of the 
divine will; otherwise He would there- 
by have been a sinner. Therefore the 
prayer for the passing of the cup must 
have been heard and answered affirma- 
tively. This is what the writer to the 
Hebrews clearly affirms: He prayed and 
was heard. 

This, too, explains the triumphant 
cry of Peter on the day of Pentecost. 
He quotes the Psalmist: “For David says 
concerning Him, I saw the Lord always 
before me, for He is at My right hand, 
that I may not be shaken; therefore My 





heart was glad, and My tongue rejoiced; 
moreover My flesh will dwell in hope, 
for Thou wilt not abandon My soul to 
Hades, nor let Thy Holy One see cor- 
ruption. Thou hast made known to Me 
the ways of life; Thou wilt make Me 
full of gladness with Thy presence. 
Men and brethren, I may say to you con- 
fidently of the patriarch David, that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb 
is with us to this day. Being therefore a 
prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that of the 
fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, 
He would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne; he foresaw and spoke of the 
resurrection of the Christ, that His soul 
was not abandoned to Hades, nor did 
His flesh see corruption” (Acts 2:25-31). 

So Christ descended into Paradise in 
Hell and on the third day the Lord God 
brought Him forth and with Him emp- 
tied Hell of the spirits and souls of all 
the vast company of the redeemed. What 
a spoil! What a prey! Now before all 
of the angels of the universe, fallen and 
unfallen, could the plan of God begin 
to be seen in all its righteous perspective. 
The spirits and souls of all the redeemed 
were taken to Heaven on that day of 
His resurrection, For it was on the day 
of the resurrection that this happened. 
He appeared to Mary and told her not 
to touch Him because He had not yet 
ascended to His Father( Jn. 20:17), yet 
a few hours later He was back in the 
midst of the disciples, saying, “Handle 
Me, and see” (Luke 24:39). 

And not only had our Lord thus used 
the keys of Hell-to empty it of all the 
spirits and souls of believers, but He 
had locked that compartment so that 
none of His own, for ever, would ever 
be forced to pass even one moment away 
from Himself. Here was the fulfillment 
of His announcement concerning His 
Church, that the gates of Hell should 
never prevail against it (Matt. 16:18). 
How often has the force of Satan pre- 
vailed against the church on earth! The 
proof lies in even a casual glance at 
Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philip- 
pi, Colosse and Thessalonica. But “when 
He ascended on high, He led captivity 
captive” (Eph. 4:8). Henceforth death 
would~-usher all believers directly into 
the presence of the Lord. To be absent 
from the body would mean to be pres- 
ent with the Lord (II Cor. 5:8); to de- 
part would mean to be with Christ 
which is far better (Phil. 1:23). 

Moreover, in order to reveal to the 
universe that the victory over death was 
complete, He invaded the very dust of 
the earth at His resurrection and took 
out the bodies of a select company and 
gave them resurrection bodies. “The 
graves were opened; and many of the 
bodies of the saints which slept arose, 
and came out of the graves after His 
resurrection, and went into the holy 
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__ city, and. appeared unto many” (Matt. 


27:52, 53). We have no idea whatsoever 
as to whom these were or as to their 
number. We simply know that here was 
the fulfillment of the great feast of the 
first fruits which had been practiced 
yearly by Israel. On. the day of the 
harvest, they took one sheaf from the 
field and laid it up before the Lord 
(Lev. 23:10). On the day of the resur- 
rection, our Lord thrust His sickle into 
the cemeteries of earth and drew one 
sheaf to Himself. The eternal bodies 
are there in Heaven, one first handful 
of all the billions who are to follow. 
Is it any wonder that He cried to John, 
“Fear not, I am the first and the last, 
I am the living one; I died and behold 
I am alive for evermore, Amen, and have 
the keys of Death and of Hades” (Rev. 
1:18). 

All that was done was by the con- 
descension of love and grace. The Son 
of God came from Heaven alone and 
went to the cross alone. But when He 
came forth from death, He brought with 
Him not only the hosts of the believers 
who had awaited this moment of. tri- 
umph in Paradise, but He brought with 
Him, in foreview, all of those who would 
ever: believe in Him as their Saviour. 
“For it became Him, for whom are all 
things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make 
the pioneer (the originator and the one 
who carries through) of their salvation 
perfect through suffering” (Heb. 2:10). 
As God had said, “It is not good that 
the man should be alone” (Gen. 2:18), 
so it was not good that the Son of God 
should be alone. He was to be made per- 
fect by placing at His side the redeemed 
who should be as a bride with a bride- 
groom. Out of the side of Adam, God 
had taken a rib from which He made 
the woman for the man. Out of the 
wounded side of the Saviour, the Lord 
God would bring the church, “the full- 
ness of Him that filleth all in all” (Eph. 
1:23). 

That company of believers, called in 
the Scriptures by so many names—bride, 
body, friends, the chosen, the ekklesia, 
the church, the called-out ones—have 
been given the authority to become sons 
of God (Jn. 1:12). Anyone calling him- 
self a child of God without having been 
born again, is really a child of Satan, 
the no-god. But those who have, by the 
work of the cross, been made partakers 
of the divine nature (II Pet. 1:4), are 
sons of God by divine begetting through 
His own will (Jas. 1:18), by means of 
the divine and incorruptible sperma, the 
Word (I Pet. 1:23), and are therefore 
possessors of the very life of God, a life 
that is above and beyond anything 
with respect to physical life, a life that 
came by the divine inbreathing (Gen. 
2:7), a life that was lost as a result of the 
fall. 
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And one of the greatest of the divine 
purposes in calling out this great com- 
pany of believers was in order that they 
might replace Satan and all his hosts. 
Thus it would be seen that a company 
of beings, made lower than the angels, 
but who were willing to count them- 
selves as one with Christ in His humilia- 
ting death for sin, could take over all of 
the functions that had been given to 
Satan or usurped by him and his fol- 
lowers. These would perfectly perform, 
through humble submission to the divine 
principles of total dependence upon 
God, all that could be required in the 
divine government. Thus we read that 
God’s purpose is “that through the 
church the manifold wisdom of God 
might now (since the cross) be made 
known to the principalities and powers 
in the Heavenlies” (Eph. 3:10). Through 
the church! Not the organization, of 
course, but the organism. The living, 
vital body of believers, redeemed by His 


blood and accepting the principles that _ 


underlie the redemption that is in 
Christ, knowing self to be nothing and 
Christ to be all in all, are destined, with 
Christ, to judge the world (I Cor. 6:2), 
to judge the angels (vs. 3), to sit upon 
the very throne of the Saviour (Rev. 
3:21). How God’s manifold wisdom 
should be known through the church, 
to all the hosts of the varied ranks of 
the angelic world, we shall now see. 


(To Be ContTInvueEp) 








EVANGELIST AND SCHOLAR 
(Continued from page 17) 

Against such an attitude the evangeli-. 
cal church reacted, sometimes to the 
other extreme. Because scholarship had 
become strongly rationalistic or secular, 
the church renounced it. The great re- 
vivals under Finney, Moody, and others 
produced a host of men who had felt 
the power of God in their lives but who 
saw no need for extended formal train- 
ing. If scholarship stripped men of 
their convictions and quenched their 
spiritual fervor, then away with scholar- 
ship! Evangelism was the word of the 
hour. 

Out from this movement grew the 
Bible Institutes and the faith missions, 
which have been a tremendous strength 
to evangelical Christianity in the last 
half century. Fostering a full knowledge 
of the text of the English Bible and re- 
iterating the responsibility of Christians 
to fulfil the Great Commission, these 
movements launched a new era of 
evangelism. A large number of the 
leaders of the evangelical church emerg- 
ed from their ranks, and their emphasis 
on evangelism was a healthy antidote to 
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the moribund scholasticism and arid 
rationalism that had permeated the ma- 
jor denominations of the Christian 
church. ‘ 

Evangelism also has had its failings. 
Too often evangelists have proved to be 
only religious entertainers who were 
motivated by a desire for money or for 
notoriety, rather than by a sincere de- 
sire to arrest sinners on a downward 
path and to bring them to God. In one 
town known to the author an evangelist 
held a campaign some years ago at one 
of the churches. On the last night of 
the campaign he announced that if the 
people desired, he would stay over one 
more day and would give a lecture that 
was uproariously funny. He was sure 
that they would enjoy it, and the price 
would be one dollar a ticket! There may 
be nothing sinful in delivering a hu- 
morous lecturé on occasion; but to make 
it a means for personal gain by append- 
ing it to a series of meetings which were 
supposedly of the most serious nature 
was an anticlimax both for the meetings 
and for the evangelist. It showed that 
he was more interested in himself than 
in souls, and that he could think only 
of some additional feature by which he 
could collect a few more shekels. 


Nor is love of money the only accusa- 
tion that can be leveled against evangel- 
ists. Many have been shallow, sensa- 
tional, or silly, and have made extrava- 
gant or ignorant statements on subjects 
of which they know little. Often the 
evangelist has taken the attitude of the 
preacher who said to his people, “My 
dear friends, if ‘a little learning is a 
dangerous thing,’ how much more dan- 
gerous must a great deal be!” Vehem- 
ence can never compensate for ignor- 
ance, nor can even sincere intensity 
completely offset misuse of Scripture out 
of its context or general misinformation. 


The Current Necessity 


Despite these tensions, both the scho- 
lar and the evangelist are needed in the 
church today. The evangelist is needed 
to awaken men to repentance and to 
press the claims of Christ upon them in 
a personal and vigorous way that no 
scholar could use. A drowning man does 
not need a treatise on swimming; he 
needs a lifeboat. A man who is dying in 
sin does not need primarily a scholarly 
dissertation on the atonement; he needs 
to be shown that “Christ also hath suf- 
fered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God” (I Pet. 
3:18). Men are weary of speculation and 
are unaccustomed to thinking in theo- 
logical subtleties. If the way of salvation 
is to be made real to them, it can only 
be as it is presented plainly and point- 
edly from the Scriptures at the level on 
which they live. That is the task of the 
evangelist. 
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The ministry of Billy Graham illus- 
trates this point. He has made the gospel 
live by a simple, categorical preaching 
on the authority of the Word of God. 
Men and women have flocked to hear his 
message because they can understand it. 
God needs preachers today who will seek 
to put His truth in powerful, pungent 
language that will pierce the hearts of 
men with barbed arrows. 

On the other hand, the scholar is 
needed too. Going back to a hotel one 
night after a conference in company 
with several teachers and scholars, we 
were joined by an evangelist whose re- 
putation is world-wide. He had won 
more men for Christ in one of his serv- 
ices than some of that company would 
have touched directly in a whole year. 
In the course of conversation he asked 
a number of questions concerning mat- 
ters of scholarly debate, and then added 
the significant comment, “I want to get 
all I can from you men, for all I know 
is what you fellows tell me.” The evan- 
gelist acknowledged that he was depen- 
dent for his message upon what the 
scholars contributed to his learning. 
When the evangelist needs to know the 
interpretation of some obscure text, or 
when he has to make a defense of some 
cardinal truth, or when his converts be- 
gin to think and to ask questions, he 
must turn to the scholar for aid. 


The Calling of God 


Obviously some men are gifted as 
evangelists and others as scholars, for 
the Word of God says, “He gave some, 
evangelists; and some . . . teachers for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ .. .” (Eph. 4:11,12). Not 
every man can be an evangelist like 
Billy Graham; not every man can be a 
learned scholar like the late Robert 
Dick Wilson; but God can give to every 
one of His servants at least some appre- 
ciation of both functions and perhaps 
some participation in them. The union 
of these functions can be illustrated in 
two outstanding leaders of the eight- 
eenth century, one of whom was pri- 
marily an evangelist, and the other of 
whom was primarily a scholar. 

The evangelist was John Wesley. Born 
in 1703, the child of an Anglican preach- 
er, he was sent to Oxford to study for 
the ministry where he was known for 
his earnest and methodical conduct. He 
went to Georgia as a missionary to the 
Indians, but had not been truly con- 
verted. Returning to London, he attend- 
ed a‘ meeting in Aldersgate where he 
felt his heart “strangely warmed,” and 
did “trust in Christ and in Christ alone” 
for his salvation. In his subsequent min- 
istry he became an indefatigable evan- 
gelist. He preached from two to five 
times each day, sometimes to crowds 
numbering thousands of people. He 
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frequent quotations from her writings and those of others laid parallel to the life of 
Christ and the words of the Holy Spirit. a 

WALTER R. MARTIN AND NorMAN H. KLANN — $2.50 


A SURVEY OF WORLD MISSIONS 


Political, religious, economic and social changes since 1939 out- 
lined from a distinctly evangelical standpoint. Extensive charts, 
modern outlining and excellent typography add to the read- 
ability and usefulness of this book. 

JOHN CALDWELL THIESSEN — $5.95 


IN THE ARENA OF FAITH 


Aimed at the needs of the active Christian, as based on Hebrews 
12, here is a challenge that offers inspiration and hope to all. 
By one of our most widely read evangelical writers. 

ERICH SAUER — $3.00 


THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF 
SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE 


The author, acutely aware of the necessity for harmony between 
science and scripture, explains how science can truly be shown 
to serve Christianity only when evangelicals concentrate on 
the larger aspects. 





BERNARD RAMM — $4.00 
THE PERSON AND WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Know the power and presence, the person and work of the 
Holy Spirit. An outstanding-European Christian cuts clearly 
through the cobwebs of misunderstanding about such matters 
as “Gifts of the Holy Spirit,” “Tongues and Healings,” etc. 
RENE PACHE — $3.00 


For CHRISTMAS - GIVE BOOKS 
ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 


1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








Please send the following books postpaid to the name and address | have filled in. 
Remittance in full is enclosed. 


—— THE NEW TESTAMENT IN CADENCED FORM, $5.00 

—— JEHOVAH OF THE WATCHTOWER, $2.50 

—— THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MYTH, $2.50 

—— A SURVEY OF WORLD MISSIONS, $5.95 

—— IN THE ARENA OF FAITH, $3.00 

—— THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE, $4.00 
—— THE PERSON AND WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, $3.00 
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dfor God soloved the world, 
that he qave his only begollen son, 
that whosoever believeth inhim 


should not perish, but have 


3:16 


everlasting life. 


Courtesy Chicago Daily News | . | 
- .|_ Im all of its simplicity and sweetness, this is the Gospel . . . I 
“+ | John 3:16. oh = 
It is the motivation and message of Wheaton’s 96-year ministry ! 
| — and will continue so to be until the coming again of this same 
j Lord Jesus to earth. 
Our thanks to all of you who by prayer and stewardship help 
us to prepare young hearts to carry this Word into all the world. 


NY. Qrensmend Cama 
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DAILY LIGHT on the DAILY PATH 


King James Version 









A little book which has been of untold blessings to 
countless Christians throughout the world. Selections 
for morning and evening devotions for every day of 
the year and appropriate readings for special days and 
occasions. All in the very words of Scripture. 

No. 1301—Vest pocket edition, size 3Y% x No. 1701—Large Type edition, size 4¥e x 
4% x 9/16". Bible paper, black cloth, 2- 5¥2 x 9/16". Bible paper, black cloth, 2- 
color jacket $2.00 color jacket $3.50 

Deluxe India paper edition (only 34” thick) also available 
At your bookstore 


HARPER & BROTHERS, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 


































traveled 250,000 miles, mostly on horse- 
-back, in fair and foul weather, and 
preached no less than 40,000 sermons. 
He opened new societies, built chapels, 
administered discipline, raised countless 
funds for the poor, and engaged in al- 
most constant controversy for the faith. 
When he died, he left a church of 135,- 
000 communicants with 500 preachers. 
It has been said that the effect of John 
Wesley’s preaching, spiritually and so- 
cially, saved England from the horrors 
of a bloody revolution comparable to 
that which convulsed France during his 
lifetime. He is a standing vindication of 
the power of true evangelism. 

The scholar of that century was Jona- 
than Edwards. Born in the same year as 
John Wesley, 1703, he was quite Wes- 
ley’s opposite in nature and in theology. 
Like Wesley he was the child of the 
parsonage, being the grandson of an 
eminent New England Puritan preacher, 
Solomon Stoddard. He mastered Latin 
at the age of six; wrote a creditable 
treatise on the subject of materialism at 
nine; produced at the age of twelve an 
essay on spiders that is still regarded as 
biologically accurate; matriculated at 
Yale University at thirteen and grad- 
uated with highest honors at seventeen. 
He began preaching at nineteen, and 
while he held active pastorates he wrote 
numerous sermons, every one of which 
would be regarded as an intellectual 
masterpiece, plus works on the Freedom 
of the Will and a History of Redemp- 
tion that are classics even today. The 
Unitarian literary critic, Barrett Wen- 
dell, who certainly was not biased in 
favor of Edwards because of his theo- 
logy, named him as one of the three 
great thinkers that America had pro- 
duced. Edwards had just accepted the 
presidency of Princeton College when 
he died at the age of fifty-five. His 
scholarship left an impact on the theo- 
logical thinking of America that can 
still be felt. 

Both of these men, however, united in 
their persons the functions of the evan- 
gelist and the scholar. Many know Wes- 
ley as a preacher, but: not so many 
know that while he jogged along on 
horseback from one preaching appoint- 
ment to another he edited a Greek New 
Testament and made a new translation 
of his own, or that in his sermons and 
journals he laid the foundations of a 
systematic theology. Edwards, too, was 
an evangelist. His famous Enfield ser- 
mon on “Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God” was the opening trumpet 
of the Great Awakening in New Eng- 
land. Read from a manuscript held six 
inches. from his nose, spoken in a thin 
piping voice without gestures or drama- 
tic accompaniments, its remorseless logic 
and devastating application of scripture 
so shook the congregation that they 
seized the pews in front of them lest 
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they should slide bodily into hell. The 
sheer scholarly truth of its reasoning, 
without any pulpit fireworks, brought 
awful conviction upon their souls. Ed- 
wards, the scholar, was truly an evange- 
list. 

Today the evangelist must be a schol- 
ar if he is to apply the word of God ef- 
fectively to the hearts of men. They will 
deem superficiality inexcusable, and will 
quickly penetrate the sham that hides 
ignorance under dramatics and noise. 
He must know the context as well as 
the text; not just the facts, but also the 
meaning of the facts. All that arch- 
aeology, history, psychology, science, 
philosophy, or any other subject can 
contribute to the illustration and con- 
firmation of the Scriptures or to the 
understanding of human nature should 
be available to him. God’s most useful 
men have been trained men. Moses had 
forty years in the university of Egypt 
before God finished his education in the 
wilds of the desert. Daniel was schooled 
in the wisdom of the Chaldeans that 
he might become prime minister of 
Babylon, though he needed heavenly 
revelation also. Paul sat at the feet of 
Gamaliel, where he learned Jewish 
theology, before God took him to Ara- 
bia for postgraduate work. Human learn- 
ing is not the final answer, but God 
uses it. 

The scholar must be an evangelist. 
Knowledge is not an end in itself; it is 
a means for removing the obstacles on 
the path of God. Abstract knowledge, 
however, can be cold and meaningless 
unless its significance and the respon- 
sibility for decision on the basis of that 
significance is impressed upon the learn- 
er. The linguist can reduce to writing 
the language of strange peoples that 
God’s word may be translated into 
them. The anthropologist can explain 
customs and so aid the missionary in 
his approach to the minds of his hear- 
ers. The theologian and philosopher can 
formulate the Gospel teaching so that 
it will be logical and. understandable 
for believers. None of these, however, 
will be effective unless the prophetic 
voice of the evangelist, speaking with 
the authority of the Holy Spirit, can 
drive home the truth and say to each 
individual, “Thou art the man! Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved.” 

The heat of the evangelist and the 
light of the scholar should go together. 
The fervor of the one must not be lost 
in idle contemplation, but must be bal- 
anced by sober judgment. The calm rea- 
soning of the other must not be discard- 
ed as uninspiring and unspiritual, but 
must be brought into captivity to Christ. 
Both the scholar and the evangelist must 
meet at the cross of Christ, where He is 
seen to be both the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. END 
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A Practical Investment that assures 
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Wheaton Annuities provide 


REGULAR 
INCOME CHECKS 
FOR LIFE 

















THROUGH GOOD TIMES AND BAD... Wheaton Annuity Contracts often 
yield higher rates of interest than can be realized on most safe, conservative 
investments. Unlike stock dividends, these checks never vary regardless of pre- 
vailing conditions—and the College has never failed to pay annuitants in full 
and on time in over fifty years. 

=AND THERE IS JOY IN KNOWING that your gift-investment will be work- 
ing “For Christ and His Kingdom” far beyond your own lifetime... that you 
are having an active share in the training of young men and women for Christian 
life and service ...in addition to the financial benefits provided by a Wheaton 
Annuity Contract. 
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SHOP BY MAIL 


FOR CHRISTIAN BOOKS 
AND SUPPLIES...for Church 


MOODY BOOKSTORE ET55-710 
LaSalle at Chicago, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Please send me your free catalog. 
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There are over two million Jews in in homes and hospitals, printing of tracts... 
New York City — more than in the entire — distributed to Jews in New York, mailed to 
state of Israel. We reach these Jews with Jews around the world. Support this work 
the Gospel of Christ through: Public meet- with your prayers. Share in its thrilling re- 
ings for adults and children, street meetings sults through ovr NEWS LETTER — sent 
in the heart of Jewry, personal evongelism free on request. Ask, too, for a free 
copy of the book- 
NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION TO THE JEWS, Inc. let, “How To Point 

(founded by the late Reverend and Mrs. Bernhard Angel) A Jew To Christ.” 
Ruth Angel, General Director * 149 Avenue B, New York 9, N. Y. > 
43 































Seeeececcesessese 
00 000000000060000000000000000008 





























Choir Vestments, 
pendia, Book Markers, Communion 
Linens, and Scarfs 
J. M. HALL, INC. 


14 West 40th Street, New York 18, New York 
Tel. CHickering 4-3306 




















-thanks to you! 


This month Christmas will be celebrated 

for the first time by Hebrew Christians 

in Dayton, Ohio; London, England; Frank- 

fort, Germany; Jerusalem — and many 

other cities throughout the world. During 

the last year these Jews have found Christ 

as their Saviour-Messiah through the gos- 

pel efforts of missionaries of The Amer- 

ican Association for Jewish Evangelism. 
Your prayerful support of this world-wide 

Christian ministry to Jews will mean that many 

more Jews will be rejoicing in the 

birth of Christe by Christmas 1955. 

Help us win them for Him! 

Send for a free booklet describing 

our work. Write to Dept. E 


Rev. A. B. Machlin, Executive Director 


THE AMERICAN ASS 
FOR JEWISH EVANGEL 








WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 15) 


laymen, to encourage the spread of the 
gospel. 

Speaking of America’s spiritual life, 
Gen. Harrison asked the delegates to 
answer for themselves the question “Just 
how real and effective is this alleged 
religious trend?” 

“I think,” he said, “that the answer 
is to be discovered in the type of prayers 
which the people are frequently called 
upon by various spokesmen to offer up 
to God. 

“There are prayers for peace, disarm- 
ament, safety, rain and many others. 
The one objective is to gain something 
for ourselves. 

“There seems to be little concern at 
all for the glory of God, for the achieve- 
ment of His will and the coming of the 
Kingdom of God. 

“Men do not appear to feel any real 
obligation to God.” 

General Harrison observed that too 
many Americans are like the soldier in 
the foxhole who ordinarily profanes 
God’s name a hundred times a day, yet 
in time of trouble calls upon a God 
who really is unknown to him. 

He urged Americans to “repent and 
believe,” warning “there is no hope 
that apart from God, men can solve their 
social and moral problems.” 

Declaring that man has been unable 
to overcome “the greatest of all evils— 
war,” the general added: “There is no 
way of eliminating wars from human 
society unless man repents and allows 
God to do it for him.” 

“If the American people desire that 
God hear their prayers,” he concluded, 
“they must truly turn to Him, away 
from self and sin.” 

Prior to his address, Gen. Harrison 
received a warm tribute from Emigdio 
Vallanueva, delegate from the Christian 
Businessmen’s Association of Mexico 
City, for “heroic service” which he and 
men of his command recently rendered 
to the people of hurricane-stricken 
Tampico. 
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1816 Chestnut St. Dept. ESG Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








JUNGLE DOCTOR BOOKS 


BY PAUL WHITE 


Now! All Twelve 
Titles of the New 
American Edition 
are available in 
new colorful plas- 
tic covers. 





Each of these books tells something of 
the fascinating work and experiences of 
a modern-day medical missionary in the 
jungles of Tanganyika, East Africa. Live- 
ly conversation, fiction style, bring home 
the true atmosphere of today’s mission 
work. 

Jungle Doctor 
Jungle Doctor on Safari 
Jungle Doctor Operates 


Jungle Doctor Attacks 
Witchcraft 


Jungle Doctor’s Enemies 


Jungle Doctor Meets a 
Lion 


Jungle Doctor to the 
Rescue 
Jungle Doctor’s 
Case-Book 
Jungle Doctor and the 
Whirlwind 
Eyes on the Jungle 
Doctor 
Jungle Doctor Looks for 
Trouble 
Jungle Doctor Goes West 
At your bookseller or 
WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 


255 Jefferson Avenue, S.E. 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 








The books reviewed in_ these 
columns, as well as other books, 
can be purchased through Eternity 
1716 Spruce St, 


Book Service, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 











THE GIST 





57th Year 


O]Misigeasielg Originated by 
R. A. TORREY 

1956 Thousands of teo- 
chers and preachers 


call Gist a “‘gold mine” 
—the most informative pocket com- 
mentary on the International Sunduy 
School Lessons. Concisely presents 
the lesson text, sound exposition, 
numerous Scripture references. 
Edited by Ralph G. Turnbull 75¢ 

at your bookstore 
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Highlights of 
Archaeology 
in Bible Lands 


by Fred Hartley Wight 


A popular handbook that 
will answer most of your 
questions and those of 
your pupils about the 
laws, customs, buildings, 
cities, and culture of the 
ancient peoples of the 
Old Testament. This is 
the most recent book in 
its field. 243 pages, plus 
16 pages of photographs, 
cloth, $3.95. , 


by the same author 
MANNERS AND CUSTOMS IN BIBLE LANDS 


Here you have set before you in a most in 
fashion the habits and life of the people in Pales- 





Bible. 336 pages, cloth, $4.00 
MOODY PRESS PUBLICATIONS 
AT YOUR CHRISTIAN BO 











Wanted—Food Service Supervisor—Male— 
experienced in purchasing, menu plan- 
ning, and able to do some cooking, for 
a college in the East. Age 35-50. Send 
letter of application stating age and 
experience to Box B. ETERnity, 1716 
Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

















Shak yom a Pega! 


PREE trie! pecket of YOUTH MATERIALS: month's 
oa meeting plans, socials, ectivities, 
training. Christ-centered, 














BOOK MANUSCRIPTS INVITED 


Do you have a book-length manuscript you'd like 
published? Learn about our unusual plan whereby 
your book can be published, promoted and distri- 
buted on a professional basis. We consider all types 
of work—fiction, non-fiction, poetry, reli and 
scholarly books, etc. For more information, write 
for Booklet E. It’s 

VANTAGE PRESS, INC., 120 W. 31 St., N. Y. 1 
In Calif.: 6253 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood 28. 

In Wash., D. C.: 1010 Vermont Ave., N.W. 








HEARTSEASE HOME FOR 
‘WOMEN AND BABIES 
413 East 51 Street, New York 22, New York 
Telephone: Plaza 3-5746 
An evangelical maternity home for unmarried 
mothers and their babies providing pre and 
postnatal shelter. 


WRITE FOR DETAILED BROCHURE 
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SUICIDES INCREASE IN SWEDEN 


Evidence of the spiritual and moral 
decline of Sweden was contained in 
news reports from Stockholm 


An increase in suicide attempts in 
Sweden has been ascribed by several 
leading daily papers to a decline of 
Christian influence among the people. 


The number of suicides in the coun- 
try has doubled in the last two years. 
There are 1200 attempted suicides a 
year. The latter figure is greater than 
the annual total of traffic fatalities. 


Unhappy marriages or love affairs 
rank first as motives for suicide attempts. 
Next come alcoholism and psychic dis- 
orders. Economic difficulties or disease 
are third on the list of causes. 


HIGH TRIBUTE, AFRICAN STYLE 


‘The Rev. Josef A. Persson, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission, who has 
just completed the revision of the Tshwa 
Bible, is described in Dr. Eugene Nida’s 
book, God’s Word in Man’s Language, 
as having been given the highest tribute 
a white man could ever receive in 
Africa: “Mr. Persson may have a white 
skin, but his heart is as black as any of 


us!” The Bible, which has been pub- : 


lished by the American Bible Society, is 
expected from the binder by the end of 
September. 


SCRIPTURE PRESS TO BUILD 


Scripture Press broke ground for a 
$1,000,000 editorial office on a seven-acre 
site in Wheaton, IIl. 


The twenty one-year-old firm publishes 
a Sunday school course widely used by 
churches in 50 evangelical Protestant 
denominations, according to Victor E. 
Cory of Wheaton, president. 


Scripture Press, which rféw occupies 
rented quarters in downtown Chicago, 
will move into the proposed 80,000- 
square-foot, single story contemporary 
brick and stone building in about a 
year, Mr. Cory said. 


NON-ARMINIANS FACE OUSTER 
Two Free Will Baptist ministers have 


been disqualified for admitting their be- . 


lief in eternal security, the Rev. C. A. 
Craft, moderator of the Cumberland 
Association of Free Baptists, declared 
at Nashville. Free Will Baptists tradi- 
tionally hold to the Arminian concept 
of salvation. 


The men involved are the Rev. Ben 
Barrus and the Rev. Boyce Wallace, a 
graduate student at Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity and pastor of the Shady Grove Bap- 
tist Church, located near Clarksville, 
Tenn. 
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* by tuning in to the 
RADIO 

BIBLE CLASS 
program 
Listen each Sunday over 


¢ THE ABC NETWORK 


9 am. Mountain Time 
8 a.m. in all other time zones 


© THE MUTUAL NETWORK 


10 a.m. Eastern Time 
9 a.m. Central Time 

8 am. Mountain Time 
9 a.m. Pacific Time 


Subject for December: 
WE WOULD SEE JESUS 
Write today for your FREE radio log 





THE RADIO BIBLE CLASS 
P. O. Box 22, Grand Rapids, Michigan 











For well written evangelical books dealing with 
every phase of the Christian life: doctrine, wit- 
nessing, intellectual problems, missions, devo- 
tional material, Bible study and prayer, ask at 
your bookstore for books by INTER. VARSITY 
PRESS or write for catalogue. 


INTER-VARSITY PRESS 
1444 North Astor Dept. ET Chicago 10 
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YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 
SUBSTITUTES 


Support your own missionary. A native of 
Africa or India can be sup 

$150.00 a Pip = We cooperate only with evan- 
gelical and evangelistic Missions. 

We get you reports of your worker. Write for 
information. 


Missionary Prayer League, inc. 
89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 38, N. Y. 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. 
God is making a mighty impact on Negro 
churches through Carver trained pastors. 
Will you ask some prayer group to remem. 
ber this work? 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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“Our Servel Kerosene Refrigerator 
worked beautifully... 
even after a trailer fell on it” 


WRITES MISSIONARY FROM INDIA 


¢¢ When we moved our Servel Kerosene Refrigerator in a jeep from 
one mountain village to another,” writes Mrs. Roy Hagen from 
a mission in Bengal, India, “we had to travel a road high in the 
Himalayas, chipped out of steep hillsides. Our trailer tongue 
snapped, throwing the Servel out. The trailer ended upside down 
on the Servel and we had visions of that being the end of its 
service. But after it was installed it worked beautifully. It has 


given remarkable service. 99 

This letter is“typical of the many. that 

: come from distant lands, attesting to the 

+ | extra rugged construction, simplicity and 
\ dependability of the Servel Kerosene 

| Refrigerator. 


_ When your missionaries overseas need 
«| a new refrigerator, superb performance 
_ by the Servel is what they can expect 
' and rely on. This simple, silent refriger- 
ator has no moving parts to wear. It 
works faithfully ANYWHERE, without 
gas or electricity . . . such features as 
. extra insulation and corrosion resistant 
| | shelves enable it to meet even the tests 
_ of steaming jungle or other climate ex- 
tremes . . . foods, beverages and medi- 
cines stay chilled and fresh . . . abun- 
dant ice cubes are available. The new 
model has large frozen food compart- 
' ment, spacious door shelves, many other 
advanced features. To learn what a 
Servel can do for your mission, write 
for illustrated booklet. 


Missions Department ET-12 
SERVEL, INC., International Division 
REFRIGERATORS 19 Rector Street, New York 6, N. Y, 














Meanwhile, it was learned that. the 
Free Will Baptist Bible College at Nash- 
ville had not renewed the contract of a 
teacher for similar views. He is the 
Rev. Wendell K. Babcock, who is now 
employed by the Grand Rapids School 
of the Bible and Music. 


TIP ON BRAIN-WASHING 


China Youth, Communist magazine 
published in Peiping, has conceded that 
it is hard to brain-wash Christian be- 
lievers. 

“People can break any idol but can’t 
wash the divinity off the brain of re- 
ligious followers—this must bé done 
through persuasion and education,” says 
the current issue received in Hong Kong. 

It adds that “religious ideas can be 
obliterated from the minds of people 
through constant atheistic propaganda.” 

But the publication cautions its read- 
ers that atheistic propaganda must be 
spread with care. so as not to split the 
unity of the people to the extent of 
jeopardizing Communist control of 
China. 

“We look forward to the day,” it says, 
“when religious ideas are eliminated and 
nobody believes in religion any longer.” 


YUGOSLAV BLAST 


Action to combat advances being made 
in Yugoslavia by Protestants was urged 
‘in Belgrade by Vesnik (Herald), organ 
of the pro-government Association of 
Orthodox Priests. 

Vesnik described evangelical preachers 
as “extremely fanatic agitators extra- 
ordinarily persistent in propagating their 
errors.” 

Although the pro-government priests’ 
group is not recognized by the Serbian 
Orthodox hierarchy and often is critical 
of cértain bishops, its denunciation of 
Protestants echoes a recent pronounce- 
ment of the bishops condemning “pro- 
selytism” by evangelical groups. 


EVANGELISM IN IRELAND 


The Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
has launched a countrywide evangelistic 
campaign as a “follow-up” to the crusade 
conducted in neighboring Scotland last 
spring by American evangelist Billy 

Dr,, J. C. Breakey, moderator, said 
‘every congregation in the Church is 
‘mobilized for active participation in the 
'drive and 750,000 leaflets and 30,000 
prayer cards have been sent to Presby- 
terian homes in Ireland. 

“Presbyterians have thrown them- 
selves into the effort with an enthusiasm 
‘that can only be described as wonder- 
‘ful,” he said. 

Dr. Breakey said the campaign aim is 
two-foid—to summon those within the 
Churcu to rededication and reconsecra- 
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_ tion, and to call on those who live -“in 
the suburbs of the City of God” to come 
into the center and take part in the 
Church’s life. 


MORE PERSECUTION HINTED 


Further persecution was in store for 
Protestants in Colombia, a recent gov- 
ernment order indicated. 

Interior Minister Luicio Pabon Nunez 
asked authorities throughout the coun- 
try to exert “careful surveillance” over 
non-Catholic pastors and members of 
their congregations to see that they 
comply strictly with existing regulations 
concerning their activities. 

In a circular letter sent to provincial 
governors and to chief authorities in 
outlying territories, Minister Pabon 
Nunez said he has evidence that many 
non-Catholic pastors and their followers 
have devoted themselves to the task of 
distributing anti-Catholic leaflets. 

He said this literature “gives offense 
to the Roman Pontiff, the Catholic 
clergy, the mysteries and practices of our 
religion, which is equivalent to serious 
attack against the best qualities of ‘the 
national soul and obviously is a disturb- 
ance of public order.” 

The letter said that “such acts should 
be exemplarily punished as police cases.” 

The word “Protestant” was avoided in 
the circular. But some newspapers said 
Protestant pastors were responsible for 
the distribution of “offensive” leaflets. 





EDITORIAL 
(Continued from page 11) 


in ours, the gospel cuts across cultural 
and traditional patterns and challenges 
the barriers that still too often divide 
the races after 2000 years. The question 
is, Are we ‘southerners’ first or Christ- 
ians? At this particular time in the his- 
tory of our country, Christians ought to 
be giving serious thought and prayer to 
the matter of constructive leadership 
and Christian solution to the problems 
involved in removing the inequities of 
our society due to racial discrimination. 
The crucial test of our Christianity is 
whether or not it disturbs, convicts, and 
converts us in the areas of our lives 
where the attitudes of the world have 
gained precedence over the mind of 
Christ. For this we will need the re- 
generating power of Christ at work in 
our lives, remolding us from within.” 
The Graham campaigns for 1956 in 
three border cities will all be integrated 
campaigns. The co-chairman of the 
Richmond campaign is a Negro minis- 
ter. In all cities the choirs, counselors, 
public seating, etc., will be integrated. 
The Southern Baptists and their great 
evangelist are to be congratulated on 
their forward steps, and true Christians 
will gladly support them in prayer. 
END 
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“Thank you for what Stony 
Brook has done for my boy,” said 
a father after his son’s graduation 
last June. 


“My only regret is that we did 
not send him when he was young- 


er. 


This is the kind of statement 
that the headmaster hears again 
and again. 


On the other hand, the competition for admission is becoming so 
keen that once more the School has had to turn away a considerable 
number of boys. Each year more and more parents seem to want for 
their boys Stony Brook’s combination of Christian education and col- 
lege preparation. 

The School was able this fall to take only a comparatively few new 
boys in the junior class—and only a very few more boys in the senior 
class. These boys would get even more from their schooling—would be 
even better prepared for college—if they had come to Stony Brook as 
freshmen or sophomores. 


So, if you have a boy to educate, it may be wise to look ahead, 
to start planning now. If he is thirteen, fourteen, or fifteen, consider 
filing an application now for entrance next fall. 


“Plan Ahead for Stony Brook” 


Dr. FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Headmaster 


STONY BROOK SCHOOL. 
STONY BROOK, LONG ISLAND NEW YORK 

















HOW TO ADOPT A MISSIONARY ..... 
There are missionaries on the field in North Africa, helping win Moslem souls for 
Christ, but lacking adequate support. You can become personally acquainted with 
one of these soul-winners. 
For full information, write 


NORTH AFRICA MISSION ¢ 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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BEHOLD MAGI CAME 
(Continued from page 9) 


Imagine, then, his anxiety as, through 
thirty years of intrigue, bloodshed, brib- 
ery and corruption, Herod maintained 
his throne in the face of these twin 
threats of rebellion at home and of in- 
vasion by the Persians. 


“Behold there came wise 

men from the East” Matt. 2:1 

The sole Biblical clue to the identity 
of these men is contained in the above 
phrase. It is comforting to note that the 
translators consulted are at least in 
agreement that these visitors came from 
the East, for from here on any resemb- 
lance to the original text seems purely 
coincidental. The Greek term Magoi, 
(pl.) used in this phrase is variously 
translated “wise men,” “stargazers,” and 
“astrologers,” while the singular form 
of the same term Magos is variously 
translated, “sorcerer” and “magician.” 
It would appear from this barrage of 
scholarly endeavor that almost anyone 
from the Witch of Endor to Harry 
Houdini could fill the bill of being a 
Magos. We are perfectly willing to con- 
cede that under many circumstances in 
profane Greek usage the term Magoi 
may be applied to any group of carpet- 
baggers that happen to turn up. But in 
this present frame of reference, rigidly 
controlled by the scriptural narrative 
and abundant original historical evi- 
dence, such a translation is quite unwar- 
ranted. The term is a proper noun and 
cannot be translated. These men are 
Magi. 

Note that the phrase states that they 


*came from the East. At this time it is 


significant that regardless of what 
province, state, satrapy, or region of the 
then known world from which these men 
may have come, if it was from the 
East, it was from Persia. For nearly a 
thousand years from early Median days 
through the various phases of the em- 
pire under Achaemenians, Parthians, 
and Sassanians, almost without interrup- 
tion there is in power and great prom- 
inence a select hereditary aristocracy who 
are the senior statesmen and the high 
priests of the realm—the Magi. 

The governing body of Persia (the 
Megistanes) was composed of two groups 
of legislators. The lower house was that 
of the Sophi and the upper house that 
of the Magi. The former group could 
well be called wise men in an English 
translation. The only difficulty is that 
the term Sophi does not appear in the 
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Greek text. Nothing daunted the trans- 
lators slip them in on us anyway and 
disregard the fact that the Greek dis- 
tinctly says Magi. It is a bit of a mystery 
what kind of scholarly convolutions were 
involved in turning Magi into “wise 
men.” A checking of all available con- 
temporary descriptions of the Magi gives 
a reasonably complete outline of their 
rank in the empire and their political 
and religious duties. Singularly, in spite 
of their status as diviners and prophets, 
there is not one shred of evidence that 
they ever aspired to astrology or star- 
gazing as part of their role. In fact, as- 
trology and astral polytheism, so beloved 
of the ancient world in general. is as 
cordially despised in Persia as in post- 
Exilic Jewry. The scholarly processes 
involved in translating Magi into star- 
gazers and astrologers might with equal 
ease turn a shoemaker into a sailor by 
giving him a round trip on the Staten 
Island Ferry. 


The Magi seem to have been of Med- 
ian origin before their rise to power 
and influence of the Medo-Persian and 
later Persian courts. During the long 
career of both Magi and Persian there 
are many religious as well. as political 
aberrations. However, at its best, Per- 
sian religion bore marked similarities to 
Judaism—so much so that Persian and 
Jew virtually declared common cause 
against the surrounding idolatry of their 
day. This is evidenced in the active role 
assumed by the Persian monarchs in re- 
storing the Jewish nation after the 
captivity. Religious affinity and political 
sympathy travel hand in hand in a very 
interesting development. There is a 
possibility that among the Medes, there 
were descendants of Abraham—such a 
distinction was claimed even for the 
ruling Parthian dynasty of the time of 
Herod. Jews were added to the Median 
population in the seventh century B.C. 
by Sargon, and, a century later, while 
most sacred and profane history exalts 
Cyrus as the Persian king, Daniel biases 
his account strongly in favor of a Med- 
ian prince who heads the local govern- 
ment at Babylon. The very wording of 
the decree of Cyrus shows how strong 
the impact of Judaism was on his ad- 
ministration, and the successive history 
of the great Achaemenid dynasty of 
Darius, Xerxes, and Artaxerxes indicates 
that in spite of sedition and dynastic 
change the pro-Jewish policy was con- 
tinued—this policy not only well known 
to the Magi but probably endorsed by 
them in the councils of the Megistanes. 
There is indeed very good evidence that 
there were Jews in the ranks of the 
Magi themselves, and that they played 
an unusual part in the internal political 
affairs of the Persian Empire. 

It seems that the Magi in their dual 
role of priests and statesmen were the 
real check on the Persian throne. The 
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BRING CHRISTMAS CHEER TO HEBREW CHRISTIANS 


We plead with you for children in our Orphan' | 
Home to make their Christmas joyful. Needy breth- 
ren of our Lord in the Holy Land, in Europe and 
other places where our work extends are in distress. 
Pray for them this Christmas. Concentration Camps 
shattered the lives of many who lost all and now 
are elderly. Shall we forget them this Holy season? 
Send your gifts to help all these in distress as soon 
as possible and may God bless you. 


To know of our needs please read these quota- 
tions. 


REV. JACOB PELTZ ; ; . 
“We are caring for 45 undernourished children 


just now. We are so grateful for your loving support of them.” 


“My husband has suffered a stroke. With our two children we are 
helpless immigrants in Israel. Your gift arrived in this time of great 
sorrow. Now we know the good Lord has not forgotten us.” 


Many Hebrew Christians are persecuted and abandoned by their 
families. We must shephard and sustain them who frequently lose all 
to follow Christ. Please send your Christmas offerings soon remember- 
ing our Lord’s words “Inasmuch as yé have done it unto one of the 
least...” 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
U.S. A. Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary Canada 


91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
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most important question she will ever 
ask. But her question may never be 
answered unless an American Sunday- 
School Union missionary reaches her. 





Sally is typical of thousands of boys and girls who live in out- 
of-the-way rural communities throughout America. Many miles from 
the nearest church, these children never hear the Gospel story. 

The gifts of Christian friends enable us to send missionaries to 
these isolated communities to start Sunday schools. Today 160 mis- 
sionaries are working in many parts of the country. 


Your prayerful support will enable us to send more 
missionaries to tell more boys and girls of Jesus’ love. 
Will you help today? 


Write for a copy of our magazine, 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
MISSIONARY. 


Write Dept. E 
DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street * Philadelphia 3, Pa. ; 


“THE PIONEER SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATION OF THE U.S.A." 








49 











meyiabilale Maatie 
Everywhere 


to Christ 





eRadio « Missions 
and Literature 


Write today 
for a FREE listening schedule. 


Isack ta the [sible 
ISraadcast 


Box 233 _Lincoln 1, Nebraska 














SHARE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 


with the world’s neediest peo- 
ple, the leprosy-stricken and 
their children. 


A Christmas gift from you 
will help to make Our Lord’s 
birthday a happy day for thou- 
sands who are being cared for 
by your missionaries in many 
lands. 


Send your gift today, in His 
name, to 


AMERICAN LEPROSY 
MISSIONS, Inc. 


156 Fifth Ave. New York 10, N. Y. 














rele} 4h JOHN 


Horton . 
the 3ist Millien! 


LaSalle 


820 N. 
Chicago 16, tH. 











king could not rule unless confirmed and 
installed by them. They also had the 
constitutional power to depose the mon- 
arch, but the actual exercise of the 
power is doubtful. Nevertheless, they 
were, in effect, the king-makers of the 
Persian Empire. 


“Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews?” Matt. 2:2 


It is small wonder that their unex- 
pected arrival in Jerusalem caused a bit 
of a flurry. Let us consider the implica- 
tions of their question before going on 
to the significance of their actual pres- 
ence in Herod’s court. Herod had fawn- 
ed, flattered and spent much to buy his 
political title, a unique name to be 
distinguished from even the Old Testa- 
ment titles of King of Israel, King of 
Judah, etc. Rome had officially pro- 
claimed him “King of the Jews.” Wit- 
ness the effrontery of these noble visi- 
tors, asking for one “born King of the 
Jews”—asking the man who had all but 
usurped the throne for information 
regarding another monarch who could 
lay claim to the same throne by the 
right of birth. It was at once a blow 
to Herod’s pride and to his political 
security. 

Though Herod sat on the throne and 
ruled as a king, the scornful Jews never 
let him forget that he was a commoner 
and an outsider. The question pro- 
pounded by the Magi simply seemed to 
add another barb to an old raw wound. 
By the time he was through with both 
Jewish scribes and Persian Magi, his 
chagrin must have been complete. Some- 
where in the course of the conversation 
we know that the book of Micah was 
consulted, and it is not unlikely that 
the old prophesy by Balaam in Num- 
bers 24:17-19 was also unearthed—possi- 
bly by the Magi themselves. After all 
they were the ones who had recognized 
the star foretold by Balaami! Imagine 
Herod being told that the Star that 
should come out of Jacob, the Scepter 
that should rise out of Israel, would be 
the one to smite Moab, Edom, the chil- 
dren of Sheth, and Seir—all names of 
Herod’s own country and people! In the 
face of such a noble and distinguished 
entourage Herod had to take it all in 
good grace. Small wonder that after the 
final insult of the Magi had dawned 
upon him (Matt. 2:16) he lost all reason 
and indulged in the bloody pogrom re- 
lated in the same verse. 


“When Herod the king had heard 
these things he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him.” Matt. 2:3 


Why was all Jerusalem troubled? A 
goodly portion of the populace would 
sincerely have welcomed anything or 
anybody that would trouble Herod. The 


idea of a native-born Jew to take over 
his throne should have brought them 
to their feet cheering. Instead they 
showed the same fear that Herod 
showed. In other words, Herod’s personal 
reaction to this question of the Magi 
was lost in a greater problem shared by 
king and subjects alike. It was a poli- 
tical fear. 

Herod in all probability had no more 
than a token garrison in Jerusalem when 
the alarming news reached him that 
Persia was again on the march! Armenia 
was in a state of revolt against Rome and 
no one knew where the Persians would 
stop after they had regained that terri- 
tory. Herod was completely at their 
mercy—aged, practically defenseless, and 
living in a capital city whose wealth 
made it ripe for plunder. In the midst 
of this terrifying uncertainty—no one 
really knowing where the Persian armies 
might be—there suddenly appeared out- 
side the wall of the city an elite guard 
of Persian cavalry led by a cordon of 
nobles of the empire! 

A paranthetical note is in order here. 
The exact date of the birth of our Sav- 
ior is not known, the best opinion favor- 
ing sometime between 7 and 4 B.C. The 
activity on the part of Persia at this 
time aside from the Armenian revolt 
was general and actually subsided with- 
out any Palestinian invasion. This how- 
ever, Herod never knew. The chronology 
would suggest that to the time of his 
death in 4 B.C. he was still in fear of a 
Parthian (Persian) invasion. 

As to the actual entourage of the 
Magi we can but say that the Persians 
were incurably addicted to horses, not 
camels (the camel being regarded solely 
as a baggage animal), and that regardless 
of the number of Magi in the party 
men of such high rank on a long jour- 
ney to a potentially hostile destination 
would certainly travel with a sizable 
military escort. 

That a cavalcade of an enemy_force 
should boldly appear with such an “in- 
cident-provoking” question could easily 
have meant one thing to Herod “and all 
Jerusalem with him”—the Persians were 
coming! It is no wonder that Herod ac- 
corded these Magi such deference—that 
he asked them to search diligently for 
the child—that he might join them to 
go and worship him. Herod would have 
agreed to anything that would save him 
from those Persians. 

As for the Magi,—“when they saw 
the star they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy.” “They saw the young child 
with Mary his mother and fell down 
and worshiped him and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented 
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, 
and myrrh. And being warned of God 
in a dream that they should not return 
to Herod, they departed into their own 
country by another way.” ENp 
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These great devotional classics: help the 
hungry-hearted find a fuller, richer, more 
satisfying life in Christ. 


“WALKING IN THE SPIRIT” 
$1.00 (paper cover) 
$2.25 (cloth bound) 
A_ practical book on triymphant Christian 


living. 
“THE HOLY SPIRIT” 
{in 2 volumes) 
$2.75 a volume—$5.00 a set 
Thrilling exposition of the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit in the Old and New Testaments. 


“DAYS OF HEAVEN ON EARTH” 
$2.50 
Beautiful, refreshing devotional readings for 
every day, Attractively bound. 


“A LARGER CHRISTIAN LIFE” 
$2.65 
A soul-thrilling book on the astounding po- 
tentials of the Christian life. 


“CHRIST IN THE BIBLE” 
24 volumes 
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Unique Bible exposition, tracing the Lord 
Jesus Christ through the Old_and New Tes- 
taments. Covers 16 books of Old, 25 books 
of New Testament. 
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ALPHA AND OMEGA 
(Continued from page 19) 


greater—the literature or the alphabet? 
And I see at once that the alphabet is 
the greater because it is so inexhaustible. 
Literature is in its infancy. We shall 
produce greater poets than Shakespeare, 
greater novelists than Dickens, greater 
philosophers, historians and humorists 
than any who have yet written. But they 
will draw upon the alphabet for every 
word that they write. They may multiply 
our literature a million-million-fold; yet 
the alphabet will be as far from exhaus- 
tion when the last page is’ finished as it 
was before the first writer seized a pen. 
“I am—the Alphabet!” he says. He 
means that He cannot be exhausted. 


For the love of God is broader 
Than the measure of Man’s mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most infinitely kind. 


The ages may draw upon His grace; 
the men of every nation and kindred and 
people and tongue—a multitude that no 
statistician can number—may kneel in 
contrition at His feet; His love is as 
great as His power and knows neither 
measure nor end. He is inexhaustible. 


“Indispensable” 


It is a sublime revelation of the Jn- 
dispensability of Jesus. Literature, with 
all its hoarded wealth, is as inaccessible 
as the diamonds of the moon until I 
have mastered the, alphabet. The alpha- 
bet is the golden key that unlocks to me 
all its treasures of knowledge, poetry and 
romance. ; 

When John Williams, that heroic pio- 
neer and martyr missionary of these 
Southern Seas, was initiating his work 
among the islanders, a strange thing 
happened. Mr. Williams found it im- 
possible to confine his beneficent minis- 
try to the people whom he was appoint- 
ed to evangelize. He looked wistfully 
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JANUARY 30 TO FEBRUARY 5 
Your entire church will benefit! 


At Founder’s Week Conference your pastor 
will have the opportunity of gathering with 
fellow Christians from all over the continent 
—indeed, from all over the world—and of 
exchanging new ideas and thoughts with them. 


He will hear internationally-known Bible 
expositors and outstanding evangelical lead- 
ers. He will see what is going on in new 
methods of evangelism, visual aids, and 
home and foreign missions—and, best of all, 
he’ll go back to your church spiritually in- 
vigorated and refreshed ... filled with re- 
newed enthusiasm and zeal for the things 
of the Lord. 


For further information, write ET 452 
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Vigor, pep and stamina renewed! So users 
gladly testify. Study the formula; compare the 
price! Unequaled value in potencies, number 
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Try for 30 days and see— 3 vitamin tab- 
lets, 6 mineral tablets each day. Unit of 3 
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across the seas and thought of other 
groups. Could he not reach them also? 
He determined to build for himself a 
ship and to set out on a cruise of all 
the islands. In the course of this ship- 


building program, he one morning! 
arrived at the scene of his labors with- | 


out one of his tools. Stooping down, he 
picked up a chip of wood, wrote on it 
the name of the tool and asked one of 
his islanders to run with it up to the 
mission-house. The native looked at the 
chief in amazement. “Will it talk?” he 
asked. Mr. Williams explained that it 
would convey a message to Mrs. Wil- 
liams. The native threw it to the ground 
like a thing bewitched. At length he was 
persuaded to carry it to the mission 
house, and watched with bewilderment 
the expression on Mrs. Williams’ face 
as she read the word on the chip and 
went in search of the required imple- 
ment. The whole thing was an inscru- 
table mystery to him. He knew nothing 
of the alphabet and therefore lacked the 
key which would have made everything 
perfectly plain. 

“I am—the Alphabet!” Jesus says; and 
He says it three separate times. For the 
words occur thrice in the Apocalypse. 
In the first case they refer to the un- 
folding of the divine revelation; in the 
second they refer to the interpretation of 
historic experience; and in the third 
they refer to the unveiled drama of the 
future. As the disciples discovered on 
the road to Emmaus, I cannot under- 
stand my Bible unless I take Him as 
being the key to it all; I cannot under- 
stand the processes of historical develop- 
ment until I have given Him the central 
place; I cannot anticipate with equani- 
mity the unfoldings of the days to come 
until I have seen the keys of the eterni- 
ties swinging at His girdle. 


“Invincible” 


It is a sublime revelation: of the In- 
vincibility of Jesus. “I am—A and Z!” 
He is at the beginning, that is to say, and 
He goes right through to the end. There 
is nothing in the alphabet before A; 
there is nothing after Z. However far 
back your evolutionary interpretation 
of the universe may place the beginning 
of things, you will find Him there. How- 
ever remote your interpretation of 
prophecy may make the end of things, 
you will find Him there. He goes right 
through. The story of the ages— past, 
present and future—may be told in a 
sentence: “Christ first, Christ last, and 
nought between but Christ.” Having 
begun, He completes. He is the Author 
and Finisher of our faith. He sets His 
face like a flint. Nothing daunts, deters 
or dismays Him. “I am confident,” Paul 
says, “of this very thing, that He which 
hath begun a good work in you will per- 
form it unto the end.” He never halts at 


H or L or Por X; he goes right through 
to Z. He never gives up. 
“Adaptable” 

It is a sublime revelation of the Adapt- 
ability of Jesus. The lover takes. these 
twenty-six letters and makes them the 
vehicle for the expression of his passion; 
the poet transforms them into a song 
that shall be sung for centuries; the 
judge turns them into a sentence of 
death. In ‘the hands of each they mould 
themselves to his necessity. The alpha- 
bet is the most fluid, the most accom- 
modating, the most plastic, the most 
adaptable contrivance on the planet. 
Just because, in common with every man 
breathing, I possess a distinctive individ- 
uality, I sometimes feel as no man ever 
felt before, and I express myself in 
language such as no man ever used. And 
the beauty of the alphabet is that it 
adapts itself to my individual need. And 
that is precisely the beauty of Jesus. 

Frank Bullen says that, when he first 
saw the Cachalot, he thought her the 
most shapeless ship on which he had ever 
gazed. She looked the sort of ship, he 
says, that is made in lengths and sold by 
the yard. Later on, however, he found 
himself floating on the back of a dead 
whale on an ocean that was utterly de- 
stitute of a sail. All at once, the Cach- 
alot appeared and bore down toward 
him. When he caught sight of her that 
day, she looked the trimmest, daintiest, 
loveliest ship that he had ever seen. His 
desperate need, and her ability to meet 
that need, made all the difference. 

That, I say, is the beauty of Jesus. 
There was a time when I looked upon 
Him and saw a Man of Sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief, and I hid as it were, 
my face from Him: He was despised and 
I esteemed Him not. But there came a 
day when I recognized my desperate 
need of Him and then He seemed the 
fairest among ten thousand and the al- 
together lovely. I may not have sinned 
more than others; but I have sinned 
differently. The experiences of others 
never sound convincing; they do not 
quite reflect my case. But, like the al- 
phabet, He adapts Himself to every case. 
He is the very Saviour I need. -Enp 








FLORIDA BIBLE CONFERENCE .. . Don’t 
leave God out of your vacation! Relax in 
Florida’s sunshine and “explore the Book” at 
the Annual Bible Conference of the Calvary 
Baptist Church (unaffiliated), Bradenton, Flor- 
ida, from January 8 through March 25, featur- 

ing the ag speakers 
Rev. V. D. Geren (Bible Teacher); J. 
Sidlow Baxter (Well known English Bible. An- 
alyst and Expositor); Dr. Lehman — (Pas- 
tor-Bible Teacher); American Board of Mis- 
sions to the Jews, Inc. Week; The Elgena 
Twins—Carl and Kenneth (Pastors and Evan- 
)s Moody Bible Institute Week, featur- 


omer Hammontree and Rev. Paul Beckwith 
tteaical E ). 
For further details, write 


Pastor D. E. Luttrell, D.D. 








B11 — 31st Street, West, Bradenton, Florida 
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NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 4) 


on Isaiah” by a man who has made a 
miraculous recovery from a major op- 
eration. His name is Donald Grey Barn- 
house. 

* * * 


As most Americans know, President 
and Mrs. Eisenhower attend the Corona 
Presbyterian Church when they are in 
Denver. Mrs. Eisenhower attended this 
church as a girl and her mother, Mrs. 
John Sheldon Doud, is still a member. 

One of the last services President 
Eisenhower attended before his heart at- 
tack was the Sunday morning service, 
Aug. 28, 1955, when the minister of the 
church preached on the subject, “The 
Saviour on His Throne.” Sensing this 
was a Biblical message, the editors of 
ETERNITY got in touch with the pastor, 
the Rev. Robert S. Lutz. We were de- 
lighted when we received his manu- 
script. We knew again that our Presi- 
dent was in good pastoral hands in 
Denver as well as Washington. Bible- 
loving readers of this magazine will ‘re- 
joice to know that Corona’s minister 
preaches the whole counsel of the Word 
of God. Coming in January. 





LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(Continued from page 2) 


authority [between church and state] rest- 
ed in the King, and that the Cabinet, un- 
der his authority, would have to divest 
from functions any bishop that departed 
from the confessional doctrines of the 
Church,” the Editor . . . went on with the 
theological question. Not. a word about 
[separation] of church and state. In the 
context of the magazine as a whole, it 
almost gives the impression that because 
the Protestants are in control in Norway, 
the union of church and state there is im- 
mune to criticism. 

I feel that this tendency toward unbal- 
ance in the editorial policy of an otherwise 
quite profitable magazine is questionable. ~ 

Rudy Nelson, Jr. 
Providence, R. I. 











SPAIN — the people 


are eager for the truth! 


Spain's 29 million people — 
shackled so long by false- 
hood and have 












Dr. Z. P 
Carles free! Our missionaries reach 
the people. Your prayer support can help, 
Or. Zacarias P. Carles, General Directoe 


SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 
1331 Plainfield Ave., N. E. 
Grand & Mi 


Canadian office: 3 Hillsboro Av. 

& Teronto 5, 
Our Board of Directors: Dr. Z. P. Cartes, Mrs. R. 
G. Carles, Rev. A. R. Horne, Rev. W. Herbert 
Scott, Mr. J. T. McMurray, Mr. H. Mclidoon, Rev. 
S. Vite, Rev. S. L. Boehmer, D.D., Rev. W. Gor- 
don Brown, Rev. Wm. McRoberts, Rev. A. R. Pyke, 
Rev. J. Scott, Mr. Leslie H. Sounders, Mz. David 
McCousiond and Mr. R. McClintock. 
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Sirs: 

.  » May I say how glad I am to hear 
this confirmation of my .. . feeling of 
disgust at the . . . pro-Roman Catholic 
press in the U. S. A... . There are times 
when it seems the fundamentalist must de- 
cide between the conservatism of Rome or 
the liberalism of Protestants. I have been 
placed in this position at discussions and 
seminars in graduate school. If it still pre- 
sents a dilemma as to which horn to 
choose, my choice presently is with liberal- 
ism against any form of reactionary, right- 
wing, McCarthyistic, Catholicism. To unite 
Baptists (my denomination) is difficult; to 
unite Protestants seems insurmountable. But 
if by being on a radio program with Ralph 
Sockman, or uniting in Christmas services 
with a liberal church means putting up a 
united front against Roman Catholicism 
and all its hypocrisy, then let’s do it. 

Liberalism, though at many times in 
disagreement with Fundamentalism still, by 
very definition of terms and _ historically, 
has permitted and advocated a freedom of 
worship for everyone. Roman Catholicism 
both by definition and history has been 
just the opposite. If we are to follow Paul’s 
dictum that the best thing is for peace all 
over so that the Word of God might have 
free course, then our position, if not doc- 
trinally then certainly politically and ethi- 
cally, is with the other Protestants. 

REv. WALTER SMETANA 
Denver, Col. 


TO BREAK A PROMISE 
Sirs: 

The following question and answer ap- 
peared in the September 6th, 1955, LOOK 
MAGAZINE, column of Dr. Norman Vin- 
cent Peale: 

“When I married I promised our chil- 
dren would be reared in the Catholic faith 
even tho I am not a Catholic. With all my 
heart I regret this promise. I have three 
small children whom I want to be able to 
take to my church. What can I do? Must I 
be bound by a promise made before I 
realized how deeply I would feel about it?” 
ANSWER: 

“YES. The only honorable course, unless 
you are released, is to keep a promise once 
made, no matter how difficult this may be.” 
~ During the last ten years I saw a similar 


question and the same answer in a mod-— 


ernist Methodist Publishing House weekly 
Sunday school paper. 

This answer is probably the only one 
LOOK magazine would have printed, in 
order not to lose its Roman Catholic read- 
ers and subscribers, but I do not believe 
it is the correct answer. Thousands of peo- 
ple similarly situated read this question 
and answer. How are we to reach them and 
right the wrong that has been done them? 
If we make a sinful promise, can we never 
repent? 

STEPHEN F. BuRTON 
Bradenton, Fla. 


KOREAN GIFTS . 

God bless you for this generous gift of a 
thousand dollars that has just come for the 
new dormitory for former North Korean 
Communist prisoners who are now study- 
ing for the ministry. I can’t tell you what 
an encouragement this is to us and what 


" Address 








TOMORROW’S 


CHRISTIAN AUTHORS 
ARE TRAINING TODAY 


“My weekly write-ups on our Sunday services, 
almost in their entirety, are accepted by the edi- 
tors," Gustave Bott, a busy pastor in Wood- 
bridge, N. J., wrote recently. A few weeks later, 
after graduating from ‘Beginning Christian 
Writer,” he stated, “A young couple came to me 
after the worship service and said, ‘You painted 
an unforgettable picture of heaven this morning.’ 
I tried to use some of the knowledge I acquired 
‘from the course in my sermon build-up. So yours 
is the credit and to God the glory. 


“I certainly wish to continue my study and ask 
to be enrolled in ‘Christian Magazine Writing.’ ” 


Housewives, stenographers, business men, nurses 
and teachers also have found BCW, a personal- 
ized home study course in writing, to be helpful, 
stimulating and profitable. 





Only $6 Starts You 


What Mr. Bott and others have done, you, 
too, can do. The total cost of the beginning 
course is only $15 if _ in full; $18 on the 
installment plan (three easy payments of 
$6 each). - 


FREE! WITH YOUR ENROLLMENT 
%& One year’s subscription to CHRISTIAN LIFE 
magazine 


%& One year's subscription to MARKET TIPS, 
publication of Christian Writers Institute 


%* Beautiful Gold Embossed Binder for your 
lessons 


-----~—fnroll Today- - - --— 


CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 South Wabash Avenve Dept. ET 125 
Chicago 5, Illinois , 
( ) Enclosed is my first payment on “Beginning 
Christian Writer.” Start my course at once. 


) Send me additional information and free 
sample lesson. 


Name 








City Zone. State. 














NYLONS: Order 
direct from the mill 
ane eana0r tog ~ Sy gnk ig Ay 
—s $750. sealed rons a, 
dark, pl xr fancy patterns. 
canhiey enue aan socks, sizes (4 
to 10), (6 to 8 (9 to 11). Boys and 


Is—3 $1.75, 6 pairs 38, dozen 
La pais $630. Col lors—pastels, white or 
rregulars, 50¢ a pair. 


. Outsize stockings, 


y bey spun ST pcapeer pHe 7 ho 


ings prepaid in U. S. A., for- 
cign add $1.00 for postage. Make checs 
or money orders payable to: 
GIRARD HOSIERY COMPANY 
GLASSBORO, N. J. 
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Situation will prove an eternal investment. 
Write for Literature 
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Rev. Paul B. Peterson, F.R.G.S., President 
Vaughn Shoemaker, Litt.D., Treasurer 


48 Alma Street 


36 N. Marengo Ave. 
Kitchener, Ontario i 


Pasadena, California 





ee ee ey 











Win pupils to Christ, build them up in Him 
through Christ-centered Gospel Light Lessons! 


“Behold the Lamb of God!” said John the 
Baptist to his listeners. The Redeemer of 
mankind was in sight! The only sufficient 
Sacrifice for the sins of a lost world had 
come into view —Jesus Christ, the only be- 
gotten Son of God! John focused people’s 
attention upon Him—the Lamb of God. 


You can make Jesus Christ real and bring 
Him into central place in the attention of 
your Sunday school pupils with Gospel 
Light Sn: They are designed to aid you 
in fulfilling these great objectives. 


Examine Gospel Light Sunday school ma- 


terials. You will observe not only the pow- 
erful emphasis on the Person of Christ but 


also these additional gratifying features: 


® an orderly, complete, and long-remem- 


bered course of instruction covering the - 


whole Bible. 

© correctly graded material, providing a 
gradual, year-by-year teaching program 
geared to the ever-changing needs of the 
pupil. 

@ undated lessons which may be used any 
time; extra copies are not wasted. 

@ teachers’ programs and procedures pre- 
sented clearly and completely. 

© opportunity for teachers to gain new 
vision and efficiency in their work. 





See Fer Yourself — Go to your 
Christian bookstore or write: 


GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 


’ POSITION IN S. S. OR CHURCH 


Please send me complete details 
including chart on “How to Or- 
ganize Your Sunday School.” 


Dept. E-12 


NAME 
STREET 
|, ero | SNe 
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joy it brings us to have this substantial 
amount with which to begin the fund. 
Winter with its terrible cold will soon be 
here and we’re hoping and praying that we 
can get a comfortable place for these home- 
less fellows to live in before the bitter 
weather sets in. 


The need is desperate and within the 
past few months we have had three men 
drop out of their studies because of tuber- 
culosis. The dank, crowded rooms plus a 
skimpy ration of food (two meals a day of 
cabbage soup and a small bowl of rice) saps 
the strength of the men and makes them 
ready victims for this dread disease. 


Please convey to everyone who had a 
part in making this gift possible our heart 
thanks. We are more grateful than we 
can say, and we trust God makes up to 
each contributor for his love for these 
Korean brethren in Christ. . . 


. . A mammoth outdoor meeting of all 
the churches in Seoul was held on South 
Mountain, former site of the Shinto Shrine, 
and the crowd spread itself all over the 
mountain-side. Some think as many as 80,- 
000 were present. Bob Pierce gave the ad- 
dress, followed by prayers by three pastors: 
the first for Korea’s Christians and the 
Church; the second for the nation and 
people; the third for the union of North 
and South Korea. It was the church’s cele- 
bration of the tenth anniversary of Korea’s 
independence from Japan. When it was 
learned that the team was leaving the next 
day for Indo-China, offering plates were 
placed at the exits, and out of their pov- 
erty the Christians gave some $600.00 for 
Bob Pierce to take to their Indo-China 
brethren who are now the victims of the 
Communists as the Koreans were a few 
years ago. 

HAROLD VOELKEL 
A.P.O. 301, San Francisco, Cal. 


TREND IN TRACTS 
Sirs: 

We concur that the day of long-winded, 
pious material, poorly done, on cheap pa- 
per is past. Yet, there is . . . [need for 
material] between the afore-mentioned and 
the strictly cartoon type of leaflet [you pic- 
tured] . . . to attract the attention of the 
more serious minded. 


. . Fully realizing that we are compet- 
ing . . . [for] “Joe Bloak’s reading eye” 
. with television, radio, etc., we made 
startling changes in format and cover illus- 
trations as well as titles to attract reading. 


. . . In keeping with the trend, Tracards 
have been developed. 

Henry G. PERRY 

Secretary, The American Tract Soc. 


The samples received were, indeed, at- 
tractive artistically, and not cartoons. The 
messages are Biblically-centered. Tracards 
are color cards of the type children like to 
collect and trade with a Christian message 
on the back. For lists of titles write to 
American Tract Society, 21 West 46th St., 
New York 26, N. Y. 

—Ed. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
The Ancient Near East in Pictures 
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Christianity, Communism, and History rie 
William Hordern 11:36 
Church and State in Luther and Calvin 
William A..Mueller’ 2:30 
The Church in the Roman —< 
William M. Ramsey 4:36 
Comfort for Christians ...... Arthur W. Pink 4:32 
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The Dawn of the Scarlet Age 
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of its History in the Church and of its 
Exposition from Scripture James Buchanan 8:32 
The Doctrine of Sanctification 
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The Doctrine of the Atonement 
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Doing the Truth, A Summary of Christian 
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we Ironside’s Bible H. A. Ironside 12:32 
Dreams at Sunset .................. F. W. Boreham 11:39 
Encounter with Revolution 
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Faris D. Whitesell 11:37 
Exposition of the Gospel of John 
Arthur W. Pink 4:32 
Exposition on the Sermon on the Mount 
Arthur W. Pink 4:32 
Expository Outlines on the Whole Bible 
Charles Simeon 8:31, 10:31, 12:34 
The Fact of Miracle .............. Ernest Gordon 8:33 
Faith Active in Love: An Investigation of 
Principles Underlying Luther’s 
NE sotesadctsehacs George Wolfgang Forell 6:34 
Feeling Low? .............:s00+0 Harold E. Kohn 7:33 
Fervent in Spirit . . . the Life S of 
Arthur J. Bowen ................ Ezra A. Shank 1:33 
55 Dynamic Parable Talks to Young Folks 


Sargent 12:34 
Phyllis Sp peshock 6:32 


m. Elliott, Jr. 2:32 
From Eternity to Eternity ....... Erich Sauer 2:32 
The Future of the Kingdom in Prophecy 
and Fulfillment .... my: J. Wyngaarden 8:31 
Glimpses of a Sacred Land Carl F. H. Henry 1:33 
The Glorious Revival under “King Heze! 
Wilbur M. Smith. 7:33 
Glorious Victory ................. E. L. Langston 7:32 
The God of Our Faith ........ Harris F. Rall 12:30 
God’s —— Abominations 
W. B. Riley and Dr. Robert B. Lee 5:30 
The Goieel and its Ministry 
Sir Robert Anderson 7:32 


Gospel Choir Music P 
Adolph Gross 8:35 


Great is the Lord ... .. Robert G. Lee 7:33 
Hardness of Heart: temporary Inter- 
pretation of the Doctrine of Sin 

E. La B. Cherbonnier 9: 

Heaven in my Hand . Alice Lee Humphreys 10 
Here’s Fun With Science «00.0.0... Howard 12: 
Heroes of the Cross ............ Various authors : 
4 








First Love 
For the Living of these Dep. 








His Hand Upon Me .... James B. Hofrenning 
The History of American Church Music 
Leonard Ellinwood 
The Holy Spirit in Evangelism 
oe J. B. Lawrence. 7:32 
The Household of God .... Leslie Newbigin 5:28 
How God is Working to a Plan 
E. L. Langston 7:32 
How to Lead a Soul to Christ 
Robert G. Lee 7:33 
In the Arena of Faith. ................ Erich Sauer 12:31 
An Introduction to the Pauline Epistles 
D. Edmund Hiebert 1:33 
Introduction to Theology 
joe Christian Wenger 3:32 
Israel and the New Covenant 
Roderick Campbell 4:38 
Jesus and His Times ................ Daniel R 
John Ploughman’s Talk 
Joyas Favoritas No. 2 . 
Judy’s Birthday Wish ... 
The King of the Jews ... 
King Ever Glorious ........ Paul W. Streufert 5 
Knowing the Old Testament 
James P. Berkeley 8 
Lamp Of Grace ..........0ee Anne Hazelton 10:31 
8 
7 





The Land and the Book 
William M. Thomson 
A Lawyer Reviews the Illegal a oo 
A Layman’s Guide to Protestant 
William Hi 6:33 
Leaders of Israel ........ George L. Robinson 11:37 
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sania Joseph A. Seiss 
The Life of David .... Alexander MacLaren 
Look to the Hills .................c.1ce Wyckoff 
Lutheran Cyclopedia ........ Erwin L. Lueker 


Outlines 
Sheldon B. 





— 
RE TE 
Man’s Knowledge of God .... William Lw Wolf 
The Messianic Idea in Israel 


‘oseph Klausner 
The Messianic Prophecies of Daniel 
, Edward J. Young 
The Mind at Ease ................ Alfred Doerffier 
Ministering to the Sick Lauterbach 
Mission on Main Street 
Helga Bender Henry 
Missions at the 


z Stanley Soltau 

Missi Health Manua 

<etSae Paul E. Adolph 

Music for the Protestant Church Choir 
Dwight Steere 

Nearer the Cross ............ J. Harold Gwynne 


Cross 
Nehemiah the Executive 
Stanley Edwin Anderson 


A New Testament in Cadenced Form 
Bradley 
Notes for Addresses at Funeral Occasions 
William P. Van Wyk 
of i 20 and Love: The Ten Commandments 
and the Cross 


of 
Peter H. Eldersveld 
The Old Testament pay Fine Arts 


ynthia Pearl Maus 
Our Children and E i 


m 
Phillips Henderson 
The Passion of the Ki 


Frederick G. Grant 
Pastor and Church .......... Gilbert L. Guffin 
The Pastor’s Hospital eral 
ichard K. Young 
The Person and Work f the Holy Spirit 
Rene Pach 
Portrait of Calvin .......... T. H. L. Parker 
7 — of Prayer and the Prayer of 
iaicednolessvgeciinrereetviggtll R. A. Torrey 
The "Practical Epistle =. ae 
ank E. Gaebelein 


The Practice of Sacred PMMusic 
Carl Halter 
Preaching on Bible Characters 
Faris D. Whitesell 
Premillennialism or Amillennialism 
— Lee Feinberg 
A Priest Speaks His Mi 
W. E. R. O’Gorman 
The Prophecies of Daniel Louis we Talbot 





The Prophet Daniel 
The Prophet-Statesman .................... = 
Pulpit Themes Various authors 





The Return of Christ .....................-- Pache 
The Roman Catholic Problem 
George W. Elderkin 

The Root of the Righteous ................ Tozer 

ays Ethel Matson 
Henry Lansdell 
Scripture to Live By Dorothea S. Kopplin 
Sermons on the Nativity .............. Andrewes 
Seven Sayings of the Saviour 

Arthur W. Pink 
Signs and Symbols in Christian Art 

George Ferguson 





4:38 
11:38 
12:34 

4:38 


Pen 





Please mention Eternity when writing to our advertisers 














INVESTING YOUR MONEY 
IN TIMES LIKE THESE 


to bring you a safe, generous, assured lifetime income 


A free booklet tells you how, under a remarkable 
time-tested Annuity Plan, you can obtain a safe, 
generous, lifelong income that never changes, never 
fails through good times or bad—while at the same 
time your money helps in the vital work of distrib- 
uting the Bible throughout the world. For full de- 
tails, write THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
Dept. E-312 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 














Simple Sermons of Salvation and Service 
W. Herschel Ford 
Sketches of Sermons on the Parables and 
PID «pubes art Cisieciadcacsactsecscivn 
Sovereignty of God . 
The Spanish Brothers Debor. 
Stories from Other Lands for 1 Boys and Girls 
Al Bryant 
The Story of Jesus for Boys and Girls 
Dena Korfker 
The Strangeness of the Church 
Daniel Jenkins 
Strong Hearts for God Dorothy O. Bucklin 
The Students Commentary on the Holy 
Scriptures .............0....00 George Williams 
Studies in Isaiah ............ Edward J. Young 
Studies in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
y . Schuyler English 
— in the Scripture .... Arthur W. Pink 
Study of History ...... Arthur J. Toynbee 
A Study of the Book of Acts .... Woodbridge 
A Survey of World Missions 
John C. Thiessen 
Synthetic Bible Studies ........ James M. Gray 
Talks on St. Luke’s Gospel ................. Stock 
That Old Serpent, the Devil F. J. Husedl 
They Built for Eternity 
Gustav-Adolf Gedat 
This is the Life ........ Helen Chappel White 
Thou Didst Say unto Me .... Gertrude Brox 
Through the Bible in a Year aR Seti Wells 
To Every Man an Answer .................... Bube 
To Make Men Free ........ H. Leo Eddleman 
The Treasury of Scripture ——e 


- Torrey 
Twenty Stewardship Sermons 
Pastors of Evangelical Lutheran Church 
The Unchangin Commission .. David Adeney 
The Untold Story of Douglas MacArthur 
Frazier Hunt 
Valiant for the Truth .... J. Gresham Machen 
The Voice from the Cross 
Andrew W. Blackwood 
Voices of the Passion 
O. P. Kretzman, A. C. Oldsen 
The Walk, Character and Conversation of 
our Lord indiddakseakebousvtcoanes Alexander Whyte 
We Learn to Worship God 
Robert T. Sutherland 
The Westminster Pulpit 
G. Campbell Morgan 
What the Bible Teaches ...... R. A. Torrey 
When God Came Down .............. Blackwood 
Why I Accept the Genesis Record 
John Raymond Hand 
When Iron Gates Yield .... Geoffrey T. Bull 
»  h Cy eae Garrison 
The Woman of Tekoah 
Clarance E. Macartney 
A World in Travail: A Study of the Con- 
temporary World Crisis ... T. B. Maston 
Worship and Devotional Sermon Outlines 
Al Bryant 
You Shall Be My Witnesses 
John H. Kromminga 
Your Best Investment .. Wialliam A. Kramer 
SERIES 
Archaeology and the Bible—E. M. Blaiklock 
The Parables and the Papyri .................... 
A. and the Acts of the Apostles 3 
4 the Resurrection .............. 
A. and the Epistles ........ 
A. and the Apocalypse .. 
A. and the Farly Church .. ; 
A. and the Early Church ........................... 
Christian Marriage—Dwight H. Small 
Whom God Hath Joined 
The Christian View of Sex 
Christian Married Love 
The Growing Cult of Mary Worship— 
Theodore B. Hax 
Is Mary the Mother of God? 
The Immaculate Conception ... 
Her Perpetual Virginity ........... 
Her Assumption into Heaven 
The Invisible War—Donald Gray Barnhouse 
Satan’s Organization, Part 2 
The Battle of the Soul, Part | ................... 
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The Devices of Satan, Part 1 ................... 
P. 





‘art 2 
The World, the Flesh and the Devil, Part 1 
Part 2 
Satan and History, Part 1 ............-0+ 
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Part 3 
The Battle of the Cross, Part 1 .............. 





Part 2 
Meditations in the Book of Isaiah 
Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Chapter 4:3-6; 5:1-5, 7-9, 11-16 .............. 
5:17-26, + 30; 6:1-3 . 








9:1 
9:7- 17, 19, oT REESE Pear 
10:1-7 
Modern Psychology and the Gospel 
Vernon Grounds 
Part 1 


Part 2 














12:34 
9:35 
12:32 
12:32 
5:29 
1:33 
8:32 
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9:32 
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The young adult 


you’re proud of 

will always cherish this fine 
Handy Scofield. French Morocco, 
limp, leather lined, gold edges, 
Concordance. 7%” thick. Black or 
Red. $15.00 


02289x 


Your boy 


in service 

can carry this compact, 
thin Concordance Bible with 
him wherever he goes. Mo- 
rocco, leather lined, black and 
4 colors. Only ™e” thick. $13.00 


01530x 


He doesn’t 


have everything 

without a fine desk Bible. Pol- 
ished Morocco, Ultrathin Oxford 
India paper. 3 colors. Text Bible 
01530x $16.50; Scofield Con- 
cordance Bible 280x. $25.00 


That special child 

will never forget the “grown-up 

thrill of “a Bible of my own.” 

The Sheldon Bible, with new 

helps, new type, illustrations and 

maps. Imitation leather, limp. 
$4.00 


” 


Which 
of these fine 


Oxford Bibles 


will you give 


this Christmas? 


03385x 


Your minister 

needs a loose leaf reference Bible. 
Morocco, leather lined, India 
paper. $35.00 Scofield editions in 
Morocco at $35.00, and in long- 
wearing Vinyl at $22.50 


AT YOUR BOOKSELLERS 


Mother and 


Dad deserve the best— 

a beautiful Large Scofield Bible 
bound in hand grained Morocco. 
Half circuit, leather lined, gold 
edges, Concordance. Choice of 6 
colors. 7%” thick. $22.00 


Any 
Bible student 
will be delighted to work 
with this easy-to-read Large 
size edition of the Scofield 
Reference Bible. Moroccoette, 
limp, 1%” thick. $7.75 


THE PILGRIM BIBLE 

is perfect for a beginning stu- 
dent. Simple, same-page notes 
and helps, background data, in- 
dex and maps. On Bible paper or 
Oxford India paper, from $5.00 
to $18.00. 


Oxford -Americas Gift Bible since 1675 


OXFORD, UNIVERSITY PRESS, Inc., I14 Fifth Avenue, New York II 





If he could see you as you sit down to your Christmas 
dinner, he would watch you with wide, incredulous 
eyes. Never in his life has he even dreamed that there 
are so many things to eat. Involuntarily, he would rub 
his ragged shirt sleeve across his lips to wipe away the 
moisture that comes with the infrequent sight and 
smell of food. 


If he could see you, he would look at your clothes as 
one looks at the royal robes of a king. He has never 
imagined in his most fantastic day-dreams that there 
are clothes as warm and beautiful as yours. Involun- 
tarily, he would look down at his own torn little 
trousers, his bare feet—then back at you. And he would 
sigh, as one sighs upon closing a book of lovely fairy 
tales. 


If you could see him this Christmas, quick 
tears would come to your eyes. For you have 
never imagined. that a little boy could be so 
ragged or so hungry. If you could see him, you 
would take his hand in yours. And you would 
vow in your heart that never again would this 
little boy be hungry and. ragged and alone. 


YOU CAN'T SEE HIM. But this little boy is no 


less real. He is one of millions of other ragged, 
hungry boys and girls and grownups suffering 
this Christmas in Korea, Greece, West Germany, 
Indo-China, Pakistan and Trans-Jordan. 


BUT YOU CAN HELP HIM. As you count your 
blessings this Christmas, think of all the Lord 
has given you in His bounty. Then think of the 
poverty and need of these others overseas. Your 
discarded clothing can mean more to them than 
you can imagine.-Your gift of money will send 
food to them that will relieve the torments of 
starvation diets. 


The World Relief Commission was estab- 
lished to help Christians in America to help un- 
fortunate people in other lands. Through your 
gifts—small and great—we take Christian Relief 
to them. Every year we distribute clothing and 
food to thousands upon thousands of victims of 
war, famine, earthquake and other disasters. All 
of our distribution is supervised by faithful evan- 
gelical representatives overseas. With each gift 


of food or clothing goes a Gospel testimeny—a 
Scripture portion or tract. There is no_betier 
way to tell a needy world of God’s love! 


YOUR gift is needed! Whether you can give 
much or little, your gift is needed. A small bun- 
dle of clothing—or what seems to you a small 
money gift—can mean the difference between 
thankfulness or continued suffering to someone 
who has almost lost hope. 


—Give As Unto The Lord— 


Send Clean, Used Clothing To: 


NAE World Relief Commission 
536 W. 46th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 


Send Money Gifts To: 
J. Willison Smith, Jr., Treasurer 
2124 Philadelphia National Bank Bldg. 


Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 











For further information, write to: WENDELL L. ROCKEY, Executive Director 


WORLD RELIEF COMMISSION of the National Association of Evangelicals, 
536 W. 46th St., New York 36, N. Y. 








